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The women’s lacrosse 
team is making pro-
gram history. For 

the first time since 2001, 
before Goucher joined the 
Landmark Conference, the 
Gophers are 2-0 in their 
conference season. The 
team has been success-
ful out of conference play 
as well, with a record of 
6-4. This record ties them 
with Catholic University, 
and leaves them just half 
a point behind top seed 
Susquehanna.

The most remarkable 
aspect of the season this 
year is the way the points 
are distributed amongst 
the team. While they are 
arguably one of the small-
est teams in the league 
right now, they are prov-
ing themselves to be just 
as strong as their larger 
competitors. The team 

has played many of their 
games “man-down” due to 
injuries and a lack of play-
ers to sub in, but many 
of the girls believe it has 
bonded them as a team. 
With less players, they are 

Ultimate Frisbee Heads to Georgia for Spring Break Games
.Hillary Blunt

Contributor

The Ultimate Fris-
bee Team’s spring 
break trip to Bruns-

wick, Georgia saw both 
the Men’s and Women’s 
teams winning games and 
establishing some flow to 
carry forward into the re-
mainder of their seasons.  
The tournament was run 
over three days, with the 
first two days used for 
pool play. On the last day, 
teams competed in a play-
until-you-lose bracket.

The Men’s team, cap-
tained by Dylan Mc-
Donough (endearingly 
given the nickname Fatty 
Lumpkins) ‘15, and John 
Stevenson ‘15, won their 
first game of the week 
against Princeton B.  The 
remainder of the first 
day had three more close 
games, but all resulted in 
losses for the rookie heavy 
Men’s team. Goucher’s 
Women’s team went 0-3 on 
day one, but played some 
pretty tough and more 
experienced teams. The 
team, captained by seniors 
Hillary Blunt and Therese 
Robbins, experienced no 

shutout games and played 
really great defense.

The second day was 
when Goucher’s teams re-
ally hit their stride.  Play-

ing in brand new jerseys, 
the women’s team went 
2-1.  In their first game 
against Amherst B, Gouch-
er women won through 
hard team defense and 

Frisbee Team poses togtether during their Georgia trip (Photo courtesy of Hillary Blunt)

some great hucks by Leah 
Hirschman ‘15. 

With the men’s team 
cheering them on, the 
team was able to bring the 

second game of the day 
to universe point, unfor-
tunately losing 8-7.  This 
game was marked with 
high intensity and good 
spirit both on offense and 

defense.  The last game of 
the day was looking down 
when the opposing team, 
Colgate, scored the first 
three points. But the Go-

phers came back, scoring 
11 points in a row to end 
the game 11-3.  

Meanwhile, the men’s 
team won their first game 
of the season, and last 

game of pool play, against 
Princeton B.

Both teams ended up 
losing their first games of 
pool play on day three.  
The women’s team lost 
a close game to eventual 
B-bracket winners, New 
York University.  NYU 
threw a wall defense that 
was tough to beat, and the 
captains thought that if the 
game had gone a bit lon-
ger, the team would have 
made a comeback.

McDonough, says of the 
men’s team, “The team 
was able to make vast 
improvements over the 
course of the week and 
benefited greatly from 
three continuous days of 
play.  The difference from 
the first day to the last was 
exponential.”  

While the men’s team of 
mostly first year students 
saw growth across the 
board, the women’s team 
awarded Sara Hernon-
Reeves ‘16, the most im-
proved player of the week 
award for her great com-
mitment to asking ques-
tions and improving her 
playing.

able to learn each others 
mannerisms better and are 
therefore more comfort-
able playing with one an-
other. 

Co-captain Rita Meissner 
‘15 said of the year, “I think 

Women’s Lacrosse against United States Merchant Marine (Photo: Christopher Riley)
it’s going great; it’s been a 
fun and challenging sea-
son, and I see this program 
turning into a major suc-
cess.” The midfielder also 
attributed the success of 
the team this year to new 

head coach Ceri Miller. 
Meissner commented that 
she is a “perfect fit for the 
program” and has contrib-
uted to the development 
of the team as a whole. 

With four games to go, 
the team has already sur-
passed the number of wins 
they had last year, proving 
that this season is a vast 
improvement over recent 
years. They may be small, 
but they are a cohesive 
unit, making this season 
a winning one. Meissner 
said of her teammates, “I 
love the girls I play with 
and I’m happy to be a part 
of this program.” 

The next home game is 
against Susquehanna on 
April 26, but there are two 
other games in the mean-
time to cheer the Gophers 
on from afar, so next time 
you see one of the lacrosse 
players, wish them luck 
as they move deeper into 
their conference season.
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GSG releases proposed constitution, requires 750 votes

The Student Govern-
ment Association 
held a meeting on 

March 31 to discuss the 
changes that will occur in 
the Goucher student gov-
ernment if the proposed 
constitution is ratified. The 
proposal, which requires 
750 student signatures, will 
change the student govern-
ment drastically. 

The proposed student 
government will consist 
of three parts: the Senate, 
the Club Council and the 
Student Empowerment As-
sociation (SEA). Both the 

Senate and Club Council 
have been completely re-
envisioned and an entirely 
new section of the gov-
ernment has been added. 
The student government 
will also be re-named the 
Goucher Student Govern-
ment because the name 
SGA “wasn’t representa-
tive of the students,” said 
member of the constitution 
committee, Billy Daly ‘16.

The new senate will con-
sist of one president, a sec-
retary, and fifteen senators: 
five from the sophomore, 
junior and senior class. The 
secretary will not be elected 
but rather chosen through 

an application process. The 
senators will be elected. 
One senator will be cho-
sen to be a representative 
for the Social Justice Com-
mittee. The senators will 
be divided into four com-
mittees: the Committee on 
Administration Affairs, the 
Committee on Alumnae/i 
Affairs, the Committee on 
Academic Affairs and the 
Committee on Staff affairs.

The Club Council will 
consist of twelve members 
from twelve different clubs 
on campus. Each semes-
ter, twelve clubs will be 
randomly selected to par-
ticipate on the Council, the 

club members must decide 
on one person to serve. 
The council will also have 
an administrator, treasurer 
and council members. The 
Club Council will be in 
charge of creating ways for 
clubs to interact with each 
other and help plan the ma-
jor events for each month.

The Student Empower-
ment Association (SEA) 
will be the newest part of 
the proposed Goucher Stu-
dent Government (GSG). 
The positions have naval-
themed names: Admiral, 
Cartographer, and Officers. 
There will be sixteen offi-

On Wednesday, March 
12, the Office of Com-

munications sent an email 
to the Goucher community 
announcing José Antonio 
Bowen as the college’s 
next president. 

Bowen, who is current-
ly the Dean of Meadows 
School of the Arts at South-
ern Methodist University, 
is from Cuban ancestry 
and was raised near Bar-
celona. His family moved 
to California when he was 
five years old and he lived 
there through college and 
graduate school. Though 
he originally wanted to 
attend a conservatory for 
college, Bowen ended up 
going to Stanford, where 
he earned a B. A. in chem-
istry after changing his 
major nine times. He went 
on to earn Masters degrees 
in music composition and 
humanities and PhD in 
musicology and humani-
ties, also from Stanford.

Bowen spent time travel-

ing as a musician but soon 
realized a positive alterna-
tive to constantly touring. 
He soon found satisfaction 
in teaching music. Bowen 
directed the jazz program 
at Stanford before moving 
to England to teach a vari-
ety of music topics, includ-

ing theory, history, and 
performance at the Uni-
versity of Southampton. 

His experience with 
teaching eventually led 
him to taking on adminis-
trative roles in academia. 

“You don’t just wake up 
one morning when you’re 

young and decide you 
want to be a dean,” Bowen 
said.

But Bowen likes the cre-
ativity in being an admin-
istrator, and has been the 
dean of the arts schools 
at Miami University in 
Ohio, and the endowed 
Caestecker Chair of Music 
at Georgetown Universi-
ty.  

However, after spending 
many years building spe-
cific programs at various 
institutions, Bowen felt it 
was time for a new chal-
lenge.  He views Goucher, 
in particular, a serious and 
dedicated institution with 
a comfortable atmosphere. 
He enjoyed the great ques-
tions that the students, 
faculty, and board of trust-
ees asked him in the can-
didate sessions. During 
the interviews, he focused 
on being himself and be-
ing transparent so that the 
community could get to 
know him.

BOWEN cont. on p. 4

The next president of Goucher College Jose Bowen and 
his family. (Photo courtesy of Jose Bowen)
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cers, four from each year, 
and will be chosen by elec-
tions. These sixteen officers 
will be divided into four 
sections, and one student 
from each year will partici-
pate in each section. One 
student from each section 
will be a “captain” or divi-
sion head. The SEA will be 
in charge of planning and 
hosting events with Club 
Council,  and building 
Goucher’s community 

There are many goals 
that the GSG has set for it-
self.  Some of the goals are: 
a trampoline on the quad, 

bringing President Barack 
Obama to campus, build-
ing a multi-cultural center 
on campus, making Gouch-
er 100 percent solar, fill the 
bleachers at every sporting 
event and of course, make 
Goucher accessible and af-
fordable to everybody. 

The reasons for the chang-
es in student government 
were simple: low interest 
and skewed representation. 
Though the government 
developed the Goucher 
Student Assembly so that 
students would be able to 
participate, it was not a 
large success. The new stu-
dent government will com-

prise of fifty-six members, 
from all years and will also 
allow more people to par-
ticipate. Senators will serve 
a full calendar year from 
January to December. Club 
delegates will only serve 
for a semester and the SEA 
members will be elected 
every semester as well. 
These new terms will give 
more students the chance 
to serve as a member of 
the government, and most 
importantly, allow juniors 
who will be abroad for a 
semester the chance to be 
a part of GSG. Previously, 
most positions were held 
for a school year, mean-

An email was sent from 
the Goucher Admis-
sions office on March 

12 offering congratulations to 
admitted students and their 
families, notifying them that 
an acceptance them that their 
letter was in the mail. Howev-
er, for sixty of the recipients, 
their actual letters contained 
news of being waitlisted or 
rejected. 

Through human error, these 
students’ emails wound up in 
the wrong folder. When rejec-
tion letters arrived in the mail, 

confused phone calls started 
coming in. Which was correct, 
the email or the letter?  Follow 
up emails were sent and the 
situation was repaired with as 
few hurt feelings as possible. 

This happened in 2009 as 
well, when the office of finan-
cial aid sent letters offering 
accolades to students who 
hadn’t been admitted. Gouch-
er also isn’t the only school 
to be confronted with this 
type of dilemma.  MIT faced 
a similar problem, as did 
Fordham this past December. 
The University of Delaware, 
Penn State and Vassar have 
made similar blunders in the 

Goucher admissions mistakenly sends emails to students 
saying they have been  admitted

Goucher’s new mascott. (Photo Courtesy: Jose Bowen)

.Jessica Gude
Staff Wrtier

ing that students that were 
gone for a semester during 
the school year wouldn’t 
be able to serve at all.

Of course, there is no 
guarantee that the pro-
posal will pass. Seven 
hundred and fifty student 
signatures, around half of 
the student population, are 
needed in order to make 
the proposal pass. With all 
of the other changes hap-
pening at Goucher, includ-
ing President Ungar leav-
ing, GSG stresses that it is 
up to the Goucher students 
to decide what kind of 
school they want.

past few years. It is easy to 
imagine how such mistakes 
can be made, especially in 
this rapidly digitalizing age. 
Michael O’Leary, Goucher’s 
Vice President of Enrollment 
Management, made mention 
of this when asked about the 
blunder. He then proceeded 
to cite this as a reason for why 
“data integrity” is important. 
He also said that when such a 
mistake is made “You own it, 
you apologize for it, and then 
you move forward”. 

While some of these schools 
decided to admit the students 
they accidently accepted, that 
wouldn’t necessarily be the 

case with Goucher. O’Leary 
said that the students in-
volved in the mistake would 
be individually reevaluated 
later on. Some may be ac-
cepted and others not, but it 
doesn’t seem that Goucher 
will apologize for its mistake 
with an open invitation to at-
tend. O’Leary justified this by 
explaining that admitting stu-
dents who are not fit to attend 
the school will set them up for 
failure. Whatever the final de-
cisions are, Carlton Surbeck, 
Goucher’s director of admis-
sions, wished the students 
involved in the mix up all the 
best in their future endeavors.  

from GSG p. 1
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Student Code of Conduct and Sexual Misconduct Policy: goucher.edu/legal-counsel/all-policies-and-procedures-a-z/
        Academic Honor Code:  goucher.edu/academics/academic-honor-code
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Goucher’s Executive Vice President and General Counsel. This report is comprised of incidents 

that occur during the two weeks leading up to each issue of 
The Quindecim. 

Public Safety Incident Reports 
March 5, 2014 - April 7, 2014

PUBLIC SAFETY BLOTTER

Accidental Damage of College Property
- Traffic sign damaged by service truck (gatehouse)
- Lawn damaged by visiting athletic team bus (SRC lot)
Alcohol Violation
- Underage students played drinking games in student residence hall room (Tuttle)
- Alcohol observed in underage student residence hall room during loud party (Bacon)
- Underage students found drinking alcohol in student residence hall room (Froelicher)
- Alcohol found in residence hall room of underage students (Tuttle)
- Underage student found with open container in common area (Froelicher)
Disorderly Conduct
- Student caught entering college golf cart; ran away and later found with alcohol (Mary Fisher)
Drug Violation
- Marijuana, drug paraphernalia, and alcohol found in student residence hall room (Tuttle)  
- Marijuana and drug paraphernalia found in student residence hall room (Froelicher)
- Drug paraphernalia, alcohol, candles found in student residence hall room (Jeffrey)
Fire Safety
- Smoke alarm activated by humidifier blowing air freshener (Gallagher)
- Contractor accidentally activated fire alarm while welding (Hoffberger)
- Three fire alarms activated by students burning food (Welsh, Heubeck)
Injury/Illness/Medical Emergency
- Student with outbreak of hives transported to hospital 
- Student fell on ice and injured ankle (Loop Road sidewalk)
- Student with chest pains and rapid heartbeat from drug use transported to hospital
- Student fell and cut finger; transported to hospital
- Student ran into pole and cut head playing HvZ; transported to hospital
- Student requested and was provided hospital transport for psychiatric evaluation
Suspicious Condition
- Guests of student asked to leave campus after report of suspicious activity (South lot)
- Student reports attempted phone scam to get money from student’s relative
- Two students observed opening and damaging cover on food counter (Alice’s)
- Uninvited person crashed college event, was disruptive, and took food (Alumni House)
Student Complaint
- Student filed formal complaint about verbal encounters with two college employees
Relationship Incident
- Student reported roommate being physically assaulted by former boyfriend
Harassment
- Student reported being harassed to pay part of fine for underage drinking at party student had attended
Theft
- Desktop computer system taken from unlocked college laboratory; police contacted (Hoffberger)*
Vandalism/Removal/Destruction of College Property
- OneCard reader damaged (Mary Fisher)*
- Common room window damaged and screen removed (Tuttle)*
Vehicle Incident
- Delivery truck hit and damaged loading dock (Athenaeum)
- Cracked windshield reported in van rented by college
- College-owned vehicle backed into car owned by college employee (New Power Plant)
- Student drove car off road, damaging car and college property (Loop Road)
- Campus visitor’s car hit another campus visitor’s car while parking for event (Dorsey lot)
Student Code of Conduct Decisions
- Student found responsible for computer misuse and failure to comply; sanctions are suspension through 
2014-2015 academic year, documentation that has addressed issues before readmission
- Two students found responsible for drug and fire safety violations; sanctions are reflection paper, $250 
fine, parental notification
- Student found responsible for disorderly conduct; sanctions are disciplinary probation through spring 
2015, mental health assessment
- Two students found responsible for drug and alcohol violations; sanctions are $150 and $100 fines, 
reflection paper, parental notification
- Student found responsible for drug and alcohol violations; sanctions are $250 fine, disciplinary probation 
for rest of semester, parental notification
- Two students found responsible for alcohol and social host violations; sanctions are $100 fine, reflection 
paper, parental notification
- Student found responsible for weapons violation; sanctions are warning, recommended suspension for 
any further weapons violations
- Student found responsible for drug violation; sanctions are $100 fine, reflection paper, parental notification
- Student found responsible for disorderly conduct and damage to college property; sanctions are apology 
to staff member, anger assessment, and permanent campus ban for relative involved in incident 
- Student found responsible for alcohol and social host violations; sanctions are disciplinary probation 
through fall 2014, reflection paper, substance abuse assessment, parental notification, $150 fine
Academic Honor Code Decisions
- Student found not responsible for plagiarism
- Three students found responsible for plagiarism; sanction is grade of 0 on assignments
- Student found responsible for presenting another student’s work as the student’s own in two classes; 
sanction is immediate suspension effective through 2014-2015 academic year and notice in file
Sexual Misconduct Decisions
None
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Retired general discusses 
mandatory service

.Sarah Hochberg
Staff Writer

On Wednesday, 
March 26, retired 
General Stan-

ley McChrystal spoke at 
Goucher College in the 
Hyman Forum. The main 
platform for his discussion 
was the presentation of his 
ideas on youth and service. 

General McCrystal 
strongly believes that all 
young adults should be 
mandated to perform a full 
year in national service, 
sometime between the ages 
of 18 and 28, to benefit both 
themselves and their coun-
try. 

General Stanley 
McChrystal formerly com-
manded the U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan and is a four-
star decorated official. He 
is currently at Yale as a 
Jackson Institute for Global 
Affairs senior fellow. He is 
a published author, and has 
recently released his mem-
oir “My Share of the Task.” 
In retirement, he uses his 
experience to communicate 
with today’s youth. He of-
ten speaks at college cam-
puses across the country, 

and has given TED talks.                                                        
His military experience has 
given him a strong desire 
to instill those values in 
American youth. 

While military service 
might not be for everybody, 
General McChrystal feels 
everyone should engage 
in some type of domestic 
service for the betterment 
of the American commu-
nity. He wants a cultural 
shift to occur, where the 
norm is to ask “Where did 
you serve?” and where re-
spect and honor is given to 
students who commit to a 
year of service.

One of his ideas for im-
plementation is to get col-
leges involved. Tufts Uni-
versity has a 4+1 program 
where the university will 
pay for the year of service 
and then one can complete 
a normal degree. Students 
who take a gap year to 
serve will be more appeal-
ing candidates when they 
apply. McCrystal believes 
that youth should be en-
couraged through high 
schools and colleges to 
serve, and maximize their 
potential for their country.

The Next President of Goucher Jose Bowen and family. 
(Photo courtesy: Jose Bowen)
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Jose Bowen and dogs.... etc. (Photo courtesy: Jose Bow-
en)

Bowen’s goals for 
Goucher include investing 
in what we do, and main-
taining the study abroad 
requirement by provid-
ing more support for the 
before and after experi-
ences. Bowen recognizes 
how difficult the transition 
back from abroad can be 
for many students. While 
any study abroad is going 
to be a fun and meaningful 
experience, Bowen encour-
ages students to choose a 
study abroad program that 
might be more uncomfort-
able. 

Although Southern 
Methodist University is 
much larger than Goucher, 
Bowen commented that 
the size of the arts school 
he is currently the dean of 
at SMU scales up well to 
Goucher’s size. This will 
be the sixth institution he 
has worked for and they 
have all been very differ-
ent. 

Bowen plans to live on 
campus in the president’s 
house with his wife, Kim-
berly, and their three dogs 
and cat. He wants to in-
teract with students and 
faculty, and hopes to meet 
everyone within his first 

year. He plans to play soc-
cer outside, eat in the din-
ing halls, go to sporting 
events, and allow students 
to walk his dogs. 

After his visit to campus, 
the Board of Trustees told 
Bowen they would meet 
on a certain day and that 
he would get a call on that 
day if he got the job. Bow-
en explained that was giv-
ing a lecture in San Diego 
that day. When he saw that 
his phone was ringing, he 
declined the call because 
he was in the middle of a 
conference. He prompt-
ly returned the call, and 
Becki Kurdle ‘61, chair 
of the Search Committee, 
told him he got the job. 

“I was surprised,” Bow-
en said. But when inquired 
if he wasn’t confident 
about his candidacy, he 
replied, “You obviously 
haven’t met my mother.”

Kurdle said the Search 
Committee was impressed 
with Bowen’s background.

“His conversations with 
us showed his commit-
ment to the liberal arts and 
that he would be a good 
ambassador for Goucher,” 
Kurlde said.

She also commented that 
the Search Committee be-

lieved Bowen “would be 
able to build on the solid 
foundation that Sandy Un-
gar is leaving while bring-
ing new ideas to effect the 
changes that will be need-
ed.” 

Goucher’s current presi-
dent, Sanford Ungar, is 
happy with the college’s 
choice with Bowen as the 
next president. 

“[Jose Bowen is] ener-
getic and creative, and he 
shares Goucher’s values,” 
Ungar said. 

Bowen and Ungar have 
been communicating with 
one another to “assure a 
smooth transition,” Ungar 
said. 

Although the candidate 
sessions were during class-
es, club meeting times, 
athletic practices, and oth-
er student commitments, 
it was crucial for students 
to go to these sessions and 
give their feedback. Bil-
ly Daly ’16, who went to 
sessions for all three can-
didates found Bowen to 
be “the most comfortable 
and adept to working the 
room,” and “captured ev-
eryone’s attention.” Daly 
admires Bowen’s mindset 
of innovation, which is an 
“obligation” for the Col-

lege. He believes Bowen 
has the capabilities of see-
ing the bigger picture and 
to find a way to “trans-
form a Goucher that could 
be, into a Goucher that is.”  

Micah Heaney ’17, who 
also attended sessions for 
all three candidates thinks 

Bowen has a “real invest-
ment in [and] experience 
with liberal arts educa-
tion,” and an interest in 
talking to students. 

Bowen will begin as 
Goucher’s 11th president 
on July 1, 2014. 

The new Thormann In-
ternational Center in 
Julia Rogers was ded-

icated on April 5 in honor 
of Dr. Wolfgang Thormann. 
Thormann was the chair 
of the Modern Languages 
Department at Goucher 
from 1969-1989. Today, the 
department is called the 
Department of Languages, 
Literatures and Cultures. 
While working, he opened  
the original Thormann In-
ternational and Technol-
ogy Center in Froelicher 
Hall and the  building was 
and dedicated to him. His 
dream was to have Froeli-
cher Hall made into a Lan-
guage Dorm. Though Fro-
elicher was not turned into 
a Language Dorm, it still 
houses the original Thor-
mann International Center.

During his thirty years 
at Goucher College, Dr. 

Thormann was interested in 
the cultural dimension and 
visual aspect of language 
learning. He worked with a 
company called Scola, which 
transmits educational televi-
sion programs through vari-
ous mediums. He also advo-
cated for students to study 
abroad. After his retirement, 
he continued helping the 
department for another two 
and a half decades.

The keynote speech was 
given by Dr. Olya Samilen-
ko. Dr. Samilenko is the 
Director of the Coopera-
tive Goucher-Hopkins Rus-
sian Program. Three other 
department staff also gave 
speeches: Flo Martin, Mark 
Ingram and Kathryn St. 
Ours. 

During his speech, Dr. 
Thormann talked about how 
the radio got him interested 
in learning new languages. 
He grew up in France and 
during the Second World 

War, would often listen 
to English language radio 
station such as the BBC. 

“I thought it would be 
nice if I could understand 
what they were talking 
about,” he said.

Thormann who only 
understood French, went 
on to learn English and 
became a French profes-
sor at Goucher in 1957. 
Thromann also explained 
the changes that have oc-
curred in the Language 
Department over the 
years. While he was teach-
ing, Goucher had only 
offered French, German, 
Spanish and Russian. To-
day, Goucher teaches Ital-
ian, Hebrew, Arabic and 
Chinese.

After the speeches were 
given, a lunch was held 
in the Soper Room where 
there was a presentation 
on the Goucher-Hopkins 
Russian Program.

.Samantha Cooper
News Editor

from BOWEN p. 1

International Center in Julia Rogers dedi-
cated to Dr. Wolfgang Thormann
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Amid the various fac-
ulty offices on the 
second floor of Van 

Meter sits a modest yet in-
fluential man who has dedi-
cated 56 years of his life to 
Goucher College. Dr. Eli 
Velder started teaching part-
time at Goucher in 1958.

“I got a phone call from 
the then chair of the depart-
ment asking me if I would 
like to teach one course,” 
Velder said. “I knew her and 
she knew me because she 
was on my doctoral commit-
tee at Hopkins. One course 
[turned into] two courses, 
then three courses … By 
1963 I became full-time.” 

Born and raised in an ob-
servant Jewish family in Bal-
timore, Velder received his 
undergraduate, graduate, 
and doctoral degrees from 
Johns Hopkins University. 
Shortly after he finished his 
degree, he started teaching 
courses in secondary educa-
tion at Goucher. Now, Velder 
is part-time and teaches his-
tory of education, issues in 
education, and a graduate 
course in contemporary ed-
ucation in the spring semes-
ter.

“I love them all,” he said. 
“I’ve been here this long 
because I love the courses, 
I love the students; I think 
we’ve got a unique group of 
students. I’m happy here.”

During his tenure, Velder 
has seen many changes at 
the college. In addition to 
the most obvious transition 
of accepting male students 
into the school, Velder has 
witnessed a cultural shift 
throughout the years.

“When I started this was 
a women’s college and 
the college was geared to-
wards making ladies out of 
the women,” Velder said. 
“We had a tone commit-
tee composed of faculty 
and students who issued 
all sorts of suggestions on 
what clothes to wear, how 
to dress. One of the restric-
tions was that the students 
could not wear pants. And 
one day there was a huge 
blizzard and students came 
with pants and the faculty 

was just shocked– the end of 
standards. That was the cul-
tural aspect of taking care of 
young ladies.”

 In addition to seeing the 
cultural transformations, 
Velder witnessed structural 
changes in the academic sys-
tem of the college. He also 
explained that the atmo-
sphere was different back 
then; everyone was fully in-
vested in every aspect of the 
college.

“There’s a concept in ed-
ucation, ‘in loco parentis,’ 
which means that faculty is 
in place of a parent,” Velder 
said. “And I think women’s 
colleges took that seriously. 
And we felt it, that we had a 
responsibility. Those are the 
kinds of changes that took 
place. Part of it is a reflection 
of changes in society too, of 
that period.”

 Velder also had a major 
impact on developing the 
college’s second graduate 
program in education. Al-
though the program, as he 
explains, has “changed dra-
matically” since its incep-
tion, Velder was instrumen-
tal in designing and creating 
the program. The program 
was initially created for 

half-time students who were 
looking to take graduate 
courses in education be-
cause a teacher with 30 cred-
its from a graduate program 
or with a masters degree in 
education, received a higher 
salary.

In addition, the program’s 
goal was to widen the range 
of knowledge and participa-
tion in a masters in educa-
tion. The program initially 
had three divisions: expan-
sion, concentration, and psy-
chological.

 “Our goal was to have an 
expansion of academic anal-
yses of education from dif-
ferent academic disciplines,” 
Velder said. “The other pro-
gram is that they concentrat-
ed on one of three areas: One 
area was the at-risk student, 
the other area was the urban 
student (these are special 
conditions that affect educa-
tion), and the third area was 
the middle school student. 
… The third aspect of the 
program was we joined up 
with Sheppard Pratt, which 
is a mental facility. Goucher 
had established dance thera-
py classes, art therapy class-
es in graduate program and 
they used Sheppard Pratt as 

a partner.”
 The program gained a 

national reputation. And 
current faculty members, 
such as Professor LaJerne 
Cornish, are products of this 
program.

 But as years went by, the 
program expanded.

 “It’s become much more 
practical and there are many 
more courses and many 
more programs,” Velder 
said. “There’s a reading 
program, a sports program, 
there’s a special ed program. 
It’s really expanded and 
moved in a more practical 
way.”

 Beyond his years impact-
ing the lives of Goucher stu-
dents and colleagues, Velder 
has taught abroad and spent 
a few years teaching at Bal-
timore Hebrew University. 
But before starting his teach-
ing career, Velder was draft-
ed to serve in World War II 
and was in the infantry divi-
sion from 1943-1945 in Eu-
rope. 

“[It was] horrible,” Velder 
said in a light-hearted tone. 
“But it turned out that it was 
an outstanding growth ex-
perience.” 

Once the war was over, 

Velder returned to school 
and discovered that he 
wanted to teach.

“I had a mentor at the 
Hebrew College who said 
to me, ‘You should go into 
teaching,’” Velder said. “My 
first job as a teacher, I taught 
elementary Hebrew school 
and I was a total failure.” 

These days, however, 
Velder is anything but a fail-
ure.

“He’s funny, tossing in 
little jokes throughout ev-
ery class,” Chelsea Plante 
‘14 said. “I think one of 
the things that makes him 
unique as an educator, es-
pecially in the education de-
partment, is just that he has 
been in the field for so long. 
Although other professors 
could most certainly teach 
the class, Eli has first-hand 
knowledge about some of 
the education reforms we 
have discussed.”

Just as students admire 
Velder, he too finds joy in 
teaching at Goucher.

“I think there is something 
unique about a Goucher 
student,” Velder said. “I re-
ally enjoy the students here 
and it’s a beautiful place to 
work.”

.Jaclyn Peiser
Editor-in-Chief

#Snappy Caption goes here when article done. (Photo: Christopher Riley)
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Model UN: Worldly Connections at Goucher and Beyond
.Lily Duffield

Staff Writer

“Goucher Col-
lege has been 
closed due to 

inclement weather,” read 
the email that Goucher 
students received late 
Wednesday night on Feb. 
12. To most students this 
was reason for celebra-
tion. But to the members 
of the Model United Na-
tions, this was devastating 
news. They were supposed 
to leave for their flight to 
Boston for the Harvard 
University Conference the 
next morning at 3 a.m. 

“We ended up having to 
take the Amtrak to Boston 
since our flight was can-
celled,” said Andrea Sosa 
‘15, president of the Gouch-
er College Model United 
Nations Club. “It was an 
eight hour train ride and 
getting to the Amtrak was 
crazy, one of the members 
had to drive us through the 
snow storm and it was so 
heavy that the windshield 
wipers couldn’t clear the 
windshield so he rolled 
down the window and 

stuck his head out just so 
he could see the road.” 

Clearly this group is ded-
icated to their politics.

Model United Nations or 
MUN is just what it sounds 
like. Students who are in-
terested in global affairs 
and diplomacy can join the 
club and come together to 
simulate the United Na-
tions. MUN clubs from all 
over the world come to 
different college campuses 
every year to meet for a 
conference. Each chapter 
is given a country to rep-
resent and they have about 
a month to research that 
country in preparation for 
the conference. The club 
members are divided into 
four commissions; Com-
mission on States of Wom-
en, League of Arab States, 
World Health Organiza-
tion, International Security 
and Disarmament, and Ad-
ministrative and Budget-
ary. The members are re-
sponsible for researching 
everything involving their 
commission based on their 
country.

The Model UN club was 

created in 2013 so it is rela-
tively new to Goucher. This 
year, the Goucher MUN 
club was given Libya to 
represent at the conference. 
It is also the first time the 
club was able to go to a 
conference.

“The first day there, you 
walk in and immediately 
people come up to you and 
start talking; this is one 
of my favorite things and 
MUN,” said Sosa, “I love 
connecting with people, 
coming up with real solu-
tions to real problems to-
gether and having them 
happen right there in front 
of you.”

Sosa was in the League 
of Arab States commission 
and the topic picked was 
the instability in Yemen.  
Sosa acted as the head of 
state for Libya; she had 
every resource at her com-
mand and would put forth 
a suggestion based on Lib-
ya’s views, just like a real 
head of state. The Harvard 
staff would write down 
the suggestion and decide 
whether it was successful 
or not. For example, the 

head of state for Saudi Ara-
bia decided to send an intel-
ligence mission into Yemen 
to capture Rebel Leaders. 
The staff wrote this down 
and then informed her that 
she was successful in her 
mission.

“What you’re doing is 
real, it’s not just like I could 
suggest anything to the 
staff, it had to be something 
that Libya would suggest,” 
Sosa said, her eyes light-
ing up as she remembers. 
“Something else that really 
blew me off my feet was 
when I was coming back 
from this restaurant and I 
took a cab by myself. The 
cabby asked me what I was 
doing in Boston and I said 
that I was here for a con-
ference about the world’s 
issues. Then, he tells me 
he’s from Libya and I was 
like, ‘I’m representing Lib-
ya!’ He asked me what I 
thought about the inequali-
ty in Libya and we had this 
whole discussion! It was 
just so incredible!”

Amanda Paulino ‘16, an-
other member of MUN, 
also recalls her favorite 

part. 
“Meeting and bonding 

with people was so much 
fun; it rained on club night 
and it just made us all so 
much closer because we 
were all hot messes,” Pau-
lino said. “Plus finding 
anyone that was not a po-
litical science or interna-
tional issues major was an 
experience. Since I’m an 
English and Psychology 
double major, I stuck out 
like a sore thumb. When 
you found someone with 
a unique major you just 
clutched them to you and 
became best friends.”

Sosa has a lot planned 
for the future of MUN, 
she wants more Goucher 
involvement and to con-
tinue going to conferences 
and getting Goucher “out 
there” in the world. There 
are two conferences com-
ing up in the fall that she 
hopes to go to with the 
rest of the club, one in D.C. 
and one at the University 
of Pennsylvania. It is clear 
from her enthusiasm that 
Sosa is beyond excited for 
the future.
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Goucher Eats: What we eat when we eat alone 
.Kathryn Walker

Co--Features Editor

*Inspired by Debo-
rah Madison’s 
essay collection 

“What We Eat When We 
Eat Alone”

Breakfast
On most Sunday morn-

ings, way before my room-
mates have even thought 
about rolling out of bed, 
way before most col-
lege students have even 
thought about the idea of 
rolling out of bed, I get up 
and watch the sun rise.  
I put some water on the 
stove, I listen as the wa-
ter roils around, I slouch 
on the sofa bemoaning 
the fact that yet again, I 
can’t sleep past 9 o’clock.  
I watch through the win-
dow as the light goes 
from soft mist to beaming 
rays, as slowly-yet-surely 
people begin to walk by 
my window and head to 

wherever they’re going 
in the world.  The water 
reaches boiling, and I be-
gin the process of drink-
ing copious cups of tea.  I 
stir some of the water into 
my oatmeal, waiting for 
the grains to solidify, then 
add quick flicks of cinna-
mon, ginger, and nutmeg.

The cinnamon dust 
sometimes pokes into 
my nose and makes me 
sneeze. The honey goes 
on last, swirled around in 
small circles on the top.  
Then I start eating, waiting 
for either my brain to start 
engaging and clicking and 
making sense of things or 
for my hands and mouth 
and stomach to finish off 
my breakfast before I even 
have a chance to realize 
that I’m indeed up and 
out of bed.  I finish, and 
decide to read something, 
anything, to jolt myself 
awake. Sometimes I feel 
ambitious and strap on 

my running shoes and fly 
out the door.  Most of the 
time I just linger at the 
table searching for a rea-
son to stand up, brush my 
teeth, and go ahead with 
my day.  

At the high school 
breakfast table, my dad 
attempted to engage me in 
witty conversation or in-
tellectual dialogue.  Most 
of the time, he was greet-
ed with a scowl and a lot 
of under-the-breath sass. 
Now in college, I reserve 
the morning scowling and 
sassing just for my family.

Lunch
More peanut butter, 

slathered on bread, some 
banana wedges and hon-
ey layered between.  Some 
mango slices. Then I jet on 
with the rest of my day. 

Dinner
At the end of the day, I 

am famished. So I decide 
to combine everything 
that rests on my cabinet 

After a fabulous, 
relaxing spring 
break, we’re back 

to complete the grueling 
and arduous spring se-
mester. Between massive 
amounts of homework 
and difficult exams, there 
sometimes aren’t enough 
hours in the day to make 
time for things other than 
schoolwork. However, I 
find that taking time away 
from that ten-page es-
say, or that never-ending 
chapter in “Beowulf,” and 
even those terrible physics 
problems can help create a 
healthier you. Of course, 
a healthier you involves 
time spent on things you 
love and goals that you’re 
working towards. Surpris-
ingly, this time has been 
proven to be better spent 
when fitness and exercise 
is incorporated into a col-
lege students daily rou-
tine.

Lets take running, for ex-
ample. It improves cardio-
vascular fitness, promotes 
healthier blood and strong 
bones, and even increases 
life expectancy. Obvious-
ly, college students aren’t 

necessarily worried about 
the quality of their blood 
and how long they are go-
ing to live, but research has 
shown running improves 
mental fitness and pro-
motes better sleep. It also 
relieves stress by providing 
you with an escape from 
day-to-day pressures and 
a physical release from any 
stress you may be experi-
encing. Second, it improves 
your mood by releasing en-
dorphins – hormones that 
promote happiness.

Every morning at 5:30, I 
am up and running, liter-
ally. Sometimes it is dif-
ficult; however, I have a 
great roommate who is 
more than willing to do it 
with me. We run about sev-
en to eight miles every day. 
The benefits are incredible, 
and it is a great way to start 
the day. Of course, waking 
up at 5:30 a.m. is not easy 
for a college student, nor 
is starting and sticking to a 
daily exercise routine. Here 
are some tips to help you 
start and stay focused:

1. Commit to consistency.
2. Take baby steps! You 

won’t be able to run a mar-
athon overnight. 

3. Pick an exercise that is 

fun. It doesn’t have to be 
running, as long as you 
are getting that heart rate 
up.

4. Get some nice work-
out clothes and have an ex-
cuse to wear them. I know 
when I buy a new pair of 
Nikes, I cannot wait to go 
running in them. 

5. In my opinion this is 
the most important: re-
ward yourself. For exam-
ple, after I do my ten-mile 
run on Sundays, I make 
sure to hang out and catch 
up with my girl friends. 
On the eve of those terri-
ble Monday mornings, I’m 
always holding a jar of or-
ganic peanut butter in my 
left hand, and a spoon in 
my right hand.   

Sports & Recreation 
Center Operation Hours:

Monday-Thursday: 
7 a.m.-midnight

Friday: 
7 a.m.-8 p.m.

Saturday: 
11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sunday: 
11 a.m.-Midnight

Healthy Living: Gopher fitness 
.Danielle Meir-Levi

Staff Wrtier

shelves – dried rosemary, 
some lemon pepper, an 
onion, two cloves of gar-
lic, two eggs, some bread.  
I even wrestle some ketch-
up from the fridge.  I turn 
the stove on high, slick a 
pan with oil, slide in some 
of the onion, the garlic, 
the rosemary, the lemon 
pepper, and wait for the 
sound of a sizzle. 

My feet are tapping the 
floor, my hands are wind-
ing a spoon through the 
garlic. The onion becomes 
translucent. I crack both 
eggs and slide them into 
the skillet, slamming a lid 
overtop to cook the yolks.  
The bread is rubbed with 
garlic, then put in the oven 
to toast. Five seconds lat-
er, I root through a drawer 
to find a spatula and slide 
the eggs, garlic, and spic-
es onto a plate where they 
are quickly capped by the 
toast. The yolks are soft, 
too runny, almost raw; the 

garlic crisp, the onions 
clear. 

I dip the toast into some 
ketchup, and then open 
my mouth wide and de-
vour the egg-toast-ketch-
up combo in record time, 
deep yellow yolk running 
down my hands.  I don’t 
bother with napkins.  This 
breakfast-for-dinner is 
more than I could have 
ever hoped for.

Dessert
I ruffle through the 

drawer and find a single 
spoon then tip-toe over to 
the side cabinet and pull 
down the jar of Nutella 
followed by the jar of pea-
nut butter.  I scoop up one 
spoonful of Nutella fol-
lowed by one spoonful of 
peanut butter.  I decide 
there is nothing better in 
the world than this salty-
sweet combo.  So I grab 
one more spoonful of each 
and then fall into bed, 
content.

Want to 
join 

The Q ?
Our next staff 

meeting is 
Monday, 
April 21

at 9:45 p.m. 

in the student 

publications office

(above the Gopher Hole)

For more information email  
quin@mail.goucher.edu
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“Home Away From Home,” a student art showcase
.Ryan Derham

Co-Global Editor

The latest student art 
show, compiled by 
Sara Nuttle ‘14 and 

Ariella Rodban ‘14, titled 
“Home Away From Home,” 
depicts their collaborative 
works representing their 
time abroad. At Goucher, 
many students go abroad 
and return with many 
memories and stories, but 
few have outlets to express 
those moments. Nuttle and 
Rodban both felt strongly 
about their time abroad and 
were happy to create a show 
solely on the places that 
they now call their second 
homes.

Nuttle originally ap-
proached Rodban with the 
idea for the exhibit. She has 
struggled with connecting 
with people upon return-
ing to Goucher and she 
“thought it would be nice, 
because this is a common 
experience, to have it in an 
exhibit, and have people 
who haven’t studied abroad 
come and see it. And they 
could see what’s in store. 
And people who have al-
ready studied abroad they 
could come and see it and 
relate to it,” Nuttle said.

Rodban had taken many 
photos while abroad, but 
had not shown them to any-
body. For her, it was too 
soon. But the exhibit gave 
her the opportunity to go 
through all those memories 
again. As she was compiling 
her work, she picked imag-
es of things she “saw on a 
daily basis that just felt like 
home to me,” she said. For 

both students, their work 
represents homes, relation-
ships, and goodbyes.

On reflecting on the exhib-
it, Nuttle said these good-
byes were difficult, but also 
the main source of her in-
spiration. Her favorite piece 
is a set of jars with names 
on the outside. These rep-
resent the people that she 
met, but when lit, the white 
jars show you “the story be-
hind the person and what I 
learned from them.” 

Rodban’s favorite piece 

was an image of her front 
door, because “that’s what I 
saw every morning and ev-
ery night when I came home 
and that was truly my home 
there.” 

Their artwork wove an im-
portant story about where 
we call home, and who the 
people are that belong there. 
We may yearn to return to 
these people and places, but 
for right now, we may only 
have these memories. It is 
important to have a visual 
representation of this expe-

rience, because it is some-
thing all of us at Goucher 
must go through.

Nuttle and Rodban found 
this project difficult not 
only because they are facing 
more goodbyes along with 
graduation, but also because 
it caused them to relive the 
experiences. Rodban says 
creating the exhibit, “made 
me miss it and I definitely 
got teary-eyed a few times.” 

Through their work, we 
gain a little insight into their 
experiences, and are al-

lowed a window into their 
memories. 

Nuttle reflects by say-
ing that “the ideas came 
so easily, because there’s a 
lot to work from studying 
abroad,” but she wanted to 
be sure that she is “portray-
ing the ideas the right way.” 

Their collaborative show 
is asthetically pleasing, in 
regards to these technical 
details, but the content and 
the emotion of the work is 
what makes it truly beauti-
ful.

Letters from Berlin: Stammtisch

It is 12:15 p.m. on this 
beautiful Friday morn-
ing and remains from 

last nights damage sur-
round me. I’m sure that 
most of us have been there, 
where the ruins of the 
night before stare you right 
in the face the moment you 
wake up. The empty wine 
bottle, 197 matches on my 
tinder (yes world I have 
one, which is another arti-

cle for another time), and of 
course the inevitable dirty 
dishes all around me. Not 
having class on Friday is a 
blessing and a curse. Here 
I have a lovely lengthy ad-
dition to my weekend, yet 
it is also an excuse to waste 
a perfectly beautiful day. 
Whenever Thursday rolls 
around it is a tradition at 
my school to go to an event 
called “Stammtisch” where 
everyone meets at a des-
ignated bar to get drinks 

and practice their German. 
However, inevitably not 
much Deutsch discussion 
goes down. This weekly 
event has become a staple 
in my Berliner life routine. 
It is really the only com-
munity time I have with 
my peers and it is just pure 
fun. I find it interesting that 
this is a time in some of our 
lives where it is somewhat 
acceptable to “waste time.” 
Now, this is not an article 
supporting hangovers, 

drinking, or the act of 
slacking off, but I think it 
is nice to simply acknowl-
edge that college is a time 
in our lives, at least mine, 
where I am okay with the 
fact that I spend my Fri-
days alarm-less and utter-
ly plan-less. I think I owe 
it to myself, and this time, 
to loosen up and not worry 
about “wasting time,” es-
pecially if that time is fun. 
I have my Fridays free to 
do whatever I want, and I 
know one day those will be 
a rare gift. So today, on this 
Friday, I have decided that 

sometimes waking up to 
“damage” isn’t all that bad. 
In fact, it is a nice remind-
er that sometimes a little 
craziness in life makes life 
worth living. It reminds 
me that I am young, and I 
have a lot more time in the 
future to be responsible. 
Besides, it is always a fun 
surprise when you wake 
up remembering the con-
versation last night about 
planning a date the next 
day.  

Until next time, 
Ruby.

.Ruby Tucker
Staff Writer

Sara Nuttle ‘14 and Ariella Rodban ‘14 at their show opening in Meyerhoff (Image: Rodban)
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Vagina Monologues Came to Goucher

.Sarah Callendar
Staff Wrtier

As the pews of the 
chapel filled up 
with people, one 

would notice that the audi-
ence was not a typical group 
of church goers. The group 
was compromised of most-
ly women with some men 
dispersed throughout – pre-
sumed to be boyfriends. Be-
fore the performance start-
ed, conversations sprung 
up about how “thank god 
it’s Friday,” plans for the 
weekend, and often conver-
sations about their Women 
Studies classes, or previous 
performances of The Vagina 
Monologues. And of course 
what to expect.

I had never attended The 
Vagina Monologues and 
wasn’t sure what to ex-
pect beyond what people 
had described to me. Most 
people told me that it was 
funny yet very serious and 
at the same time, incredibly 
empowering. One boy told 
me that he heard it was a 
performance of women’s 
vaginas actually telling 
their stories but he wasn’t 
sure how this really played 
out. 

The Vagina Monologues 
were written by Even En-
sler and were first per-

formed off Broadway in 
1994. Ensler said that she 
came upon the monologues 
through a conversation 
with a friend who was go-
ing through menopause. 
She was intrigued by how 
her friend was a feminist 
but still despised her vagi-
na. Ensler began talking to 
more of her friends and dis-
covered how many women 
think of their vagina as an 
entity separate from their 
body and in some ways 
have personified it.  The Va-
gina Monologues are based 
off of dozens of interviews 
that Ensler conducted and 
then compiled them into a 
performance piece. Initially 
Ensler performed all of the 
monologues herself as a 
one-woman show. 

After the pieces Ensler de-
scribed how many women 
would come up to her af-
ter the shows, eager to tell 
their own stories. This in-
spired V-Day, a nonprofit 
set up to prevent violence 
against women and change 
social attitudes surround-
ing women’s rights. Every 
year during the months 
of February, March, and 
April, Ensler allows the 
play to be performed (with-
out writer’s fees) as long as 

the proceeds are donated 
to local women’s activist 
groups. Goucher performed 
the play on March 28 and 
March 29 and donated the 
$5 admission fees to Turn 
Around, a domestic vio-
lence and assault center in 
Baltimore. This year’s pro-
duction raised over $1,000 
for the organization.

The diverse narratives 
that are acted out by Gouch-
er students not only became 
inspirational for the audi-
ence but for the actors as 
well. Performer Emily Hew-
lings ’16 said, “I loved that 
there were different char-
acters portrayed on stage, 
from a six-year-old girl 
and a seventy-two-year-old 
woman to an angry femi-
nist and a sex worker, all 
offering different perspec-
tives based off one theme: 
the female experience.” 

As the performers sat at 
the front of the chapel, none 
of them looked nervous 
or hesitant of the power-
ful stories they were about 
to share. The monologues, 
though each unique, flowed 
together to create a chron-
icle of the hardships and 
successes of being defined 
by having a vagina. 

Just as I had no idea what 

I was “getting into” by en-
tering the chapel last Friday, 
some of the performers had 
never even read or seen The 
Vagina Monologues before 
they auditioned. Adeena El-
lison ’16 auditioned almost 
on a whim. “I think because 
I had never seen any of 
them before performing I 
was able to really appreci-
ate every person in the per-

formance for their personal 
influence on the pieces.” 
The Vagina Monologues 
extends beyond being just 
a play – it is personal and 
transformative experience 
for the performers, empow-
ering for the audience, and 
supportive of a good cause. 

For more information 
visit: vday.org abd urn-
aroundinc.org

Nuttle and Rodban at their show opening (Image: Rodban)

Nuttle and Rodban at their show opening (Image: 
Rodban)
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Smart Art: Everywhere you looked there was art
.Sara Torgerson 

Arts Editor

How can we bring 
art culture to the 
American public? 

It seems as though museum 
culture is reserved for 
a small class of people, 
normally seen as elitist. And 
that the general public, at 
large, only visits museums 
on special occasions, or 
not at all. This summer, 
art is being brought out 
of the museum and to the 
American public. 

The New York Times 
reported on Sunday April 
6 that five of America’s 
leading museums, The 
Whitney in New York, the 
National Gallery in D.C., 
Chicago Institute of Art, 
and Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art are working 
in collaboration with the 
Outdoor Advertising 
Association of America to 
exhibit reproductions of 
famous American works of 
art on billboards from coast 
to coast. 

Museum directors and 

the OAAA created the 
project as a way to bring 
more people into galleries 
and museums as well 
as promote business for 
billboard advertising.

Each museum selected 
20 iconic works from 
their collections to be 
voted on by the public 
at ArtEverywhereUS.
org. You may vote until 
May 7 and the 50 selected 
pieces will be announced 
June 20 and displayed in 
August. The option to vote 
helps make this project 
even more interactive. 
Not only is art moving 
outside the museum and 
reaching a general public, 
but it is actually chosen 
by the public. Americans 
will have curated the art 
we will see in the coming 
months. Thus, this project 
celebrates all that is 
American, democracy, the 
right to partake in culture, 
and will honor the past 
artists who made American 
art great.   

Post Punk with Patrick: Foreign Tongues comes to Bandcamp

Massachusetts based 
indie-rockers For-
eign Tongues re-

leased “Sweet Empathy 
Leaving Me” on April 8.  The 
two song 7-inch, recorded 
and mixed by Boston’s Jay 
Maas, will also be available 
for streaming on bandcamp. 
To promote “Sweet Empa-
thy Leaving Me,” Foreign 
Tongues released a music 
video for the first of the two 
songs titled “Wishing Well.”

“Wishing Well” displays 
Foreign Tongues’ best work 
to date as they hone into 
their sound, complete with 
heavy snare hits, slightly-
distorted guitar strumming, 
and deep and raspy vocal 
work. At just over three min-
utes, Foreign Tongues waste 
no time on “Wishing Well,” 
immediately counting lis-
teners in to the laid-back 
riffage they strive in. By the 
time the vocals enter, For-
eign Tongues have already 
added several guitar layers 
to the track, creating a lot of 

.Patrick Bransfield 
Staff Writer

depth and emphasizing the 
bands deep sound.

The song persists with the 
same pulse the entire time, 
exploring the riff in several 

different ways. My favorite 
part of the song takes place 
about a minute into the 
track, as the guitarists hold 
off and build feedback be-

hind the consistent drums 
and reverberating vocal 
work. This effect builds ten-
sion and a slight crescendo 
before the band suspends 

the verse with a pulsing 
ride groove and heavy bass 
plucks.

Foreign Tongues then 
glides through a chorus 
with the words “Inside a 
wishing well, is where we 
lost ourselves, it’s where 
you left me.” The drums 
then take over and become 
louder in the mix, guiding 
the band through the final 
seconds of “Wishing Well” 
with flashy and slightly al-
tered patterns.

As displayed by “Wish-
ing Well,” Foreign Tongues 
are growing more and more 
comfortable in their sound 
overtime. While “Wishing 
Well” fades out I’m not only 
made eager to hear “Flour-
ish,” the second song on 
“Sweet Empathy Leaving 
Me,” but I’m also left asking 
“when will these guys re-
lease a full length?” as For-
eign Tongues create a very 
unique, almost grungy take 
on alternative/indie pop-
rock that can’t be recreated 
elsewhere. 

Photo: Google Images

Photo: Google Images
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Movie Review: “Divergent”
.Jessica Gude

Staff Wrtier

Over winter break 
I read the “Di-
vergent” series. 

I had heard good things, 
and knew that a movie 
was quickly approach-
ing. I found a quiet corner 
and less than twenty-four 
hours later I was planning 
a trip to the bookstore for 
the sequel. The story line 
was good, the concept 
was interesting, and the 
characters were strong. I 
quickly devoured the sec-
ond and third books over 
the next several days and 
after that I had nothing to 
do but wait for the movie 
to come out three months 
later.

The series is set in a fu-
turistic and dystopian ver-
sion of Chicago. Society 
is divided into five fac-
tions, each faction holds 
one principle (intelligence, 
kindness, honesty, brav-
ery, or selflessness) above 
all others. Our female 
protagonist, Triss (played 

by Shailene Woodley), is 
preparing to take a test to 
tell her which faction she 
should chose. But Triss’s 
test tells her she doesn’t 
fit into any one faction, a 
rare situation called Di-
vergence. Triss cannot tell 
anyone, because those who 
don’t fit into the faction 
system threaten it. Triss 
chooses Dauntless, the fac-
tion that values bravery, 
and begins on a course of 
intense physical and men-
tal training to make her 
stronger, and allow her to 
face her fears. 

Along the way she makes 
friends, as well as enemies. 
The most formidable of 
which is Jeanine (played by 
Kate Winslet) who wants 
to eliminate all Divergents 
and cease political power. 
Triss suddenly finds her-
self and Four (her trainer 
and eventual love inter-
est, played by Theo James) 
in a battle to save her old 
faction and protect herself 
and other Divergents from 
Jeanie’s wrath. 

Overall, I felt that Tris’s 

world was brought to life 
and Veronica Roth’s book 
was done justice. Most im-
portantly, the strength of 
Tris’s character both physi-
cally and mentally was not 
downplayed.

In today’s society, girls 
want to be beautiful, thin, 
and well liked, but I would 
love to see a society where 
young women revel in feel-

ing strong, both physically 
and emotionally. Where 
girls feel capable of hold-
ing their ground and know 
that their “no” will be re-
spected, as Tris’s “I don’t 
want to go too fast” is. 
Roth wrote a character that 
I hope more girls will look 
up to, and Woodley por-
trayed that same heroine 
beautifully on the screen. 

So was the movie a per-

fect reproduction of the 
book? No, of course not, 
movies never are. The film 
was however fast paced, 
interesting, and well act-
ed. My recommendation? 
Go and see it, see it for the 
action, for the characters, 
and for the morals, or just 
because it’s an enjoyable 
movie. You should also 
read the book, because 
movies are never as good.

Photo: Google Images
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Well it happened: 
I finally got sick. 
I’m not sure 

what it was, but the Tues-
day after spring break, 
my throat hurt, I was ex-
hausted, and I had a stuffy 
nose and headache. By 
Wednesday, I was cough-
ing my lungs out. Thurs-
day, I left one of my class-
es early because I wasn’t 
feeling well. I probably 
should have rested more 
during the weekend, but 
I had a ton of homework 
and a supply of Advil so 
nothing was going to stop 
me except pure and utter 
exhaustion.

Here’s the funny thing: 
when I was younger, I’d 
occasionally fake being 
sick to get out of school. 
Now, even when I feel 
like I’m about to die, I go 
to class because I know I 
can’t afford to miss any-
thing. It’s probably the 
one of my most unhealthy 
behaviors (besides my 
ability to eat an entire piz-
za in one sitting). There 
needs to be a better way to 

A few weeks ago, TMZ 
released footage of 
20 year-old Justin 

Bieber in a four and a half 
hour deposition in Miami 
for a case, which involved 
a brawl one his bodyguards 
had with a paparazzi. 

This was the latest in a 
string of negative reports 
about the young Canadian 
pop star in the past year. 
His behavior in the foot-
age can be described as ar-
rogant and ultimately dis-
respectful. At one point he 
told the attorney question-
ing him, “I don’t have to 
listen to anything you have 
to say.” His attitude con-
tinued when asked to view 
a film on the television, 
which is a video taken by 
a paparazzi, he asks, “This 
is a film? … You said watch 
the film, is this a film?” He 

Why Justin Bieber needs to stop acting like a “Baby”
.Andrea Phillippides

Contributor

was also shown calling the 
attorney names, rolling his 
eyes and even winking at 
the camera. 

If it wasn’t obvious be-
fore, it is now, Justin, the 
sweet and innocent “Baby” 
singer, is long gone. How-
ever, his legions of fans, 
the “Beliebers,” continue to 
stand by him and support 
his behavior. Within min-
utes of browsing Twitter, 
it is easy to find a fan de-
fending him, saying that he 
shouldn’t be beat down by 
the media because he is just 
a regular teenager just like 
you and me.

But the problem is, he 
isn’t at all a regular teen-
ager like you and me. The 
majority of us don’t have 
young teens and children 
looking up to us as idols, 
and we certainly don’t have 
even a speck of the amount 
of influence over a small 
audience individually that 

Justin has over millions 
of people. Sure, he is still 
young and bound to make 
mistakes, and that should 
be acknowledged. Never-
theless, it should also be 
acknowledged that Bieber 
is unapologetic in most of 
these incidents. He even 
goes so far to address his 
fans on Twitter when he 
feels wronged and por-
trayed unfair by the me-
dia, urging them to support 
him.

Justin, of course, is not 
the only one at fault, as it 
is obvious he lacks proper 
parental guidance. But at 
the end of the day, it boils 
down to himself and his 
own decisions. It’s time 
that Justin Bieber stops 
placing the blame on oth-
ers and learns to take some 
responsibility, not only for 
himself, but also to his mil-
lions of easily influenced, 
misguided fans.

Scoop’s Corner: The common cold is getting old
.Samantha Cooper

News Editor

go about it. I may get oth-
er people sick, and there’s 
no way I’m going to pay 
as much attention as I 
normally do. Plus, the last 
thing I wanted to do after 
going to class exhausted 
and sick was to do home-
work while exhausted and 
sick.

I have no idea how many 
bugs are going around, 
but I think there are sev-
eral people in my dorm 
who are ill with various 
sicknesses. One of my 
professors has been sick 
since February. But what 
really annoys me is that 
I’m never sure if I’m sick 
enough to skip class or not 
because I didn’t have a fe-
ver. And the weather over 
the weekend definitely 
did not help. I thought 
it was warm out so both 
days I was in capris and 
T-shirts (I did wear a jack-
et but it didn’t help much 
considering it was snow-
ing/raining out). But in 
my defense, I didn’t have 
any clean cold-weather 
clothing. I do my laundry 
on Sundays, and I had ex-
changed half of my win-
ter gear for spring clothes 

over break. Again, may be 
stupid, but it’s April!

What is up this weath-
er? It should be warm 
and sunny. When it rains, 
it should be a warm rain 
– not an “it’s only rain-
ing because it’s too warm 
to snow” rain. It’s spring 
now! It’s supposed to 
nice out, with sun and 
green trees and flowers. It 
should not look like Elsa 
got angry and decided to 
set off an eternal winter 
again.

Hopefully, this cold/vi-
rus/illness/Black Plague 
thing will go away soon. 
I have classes, exams, 
homework, essays, regis-
tration, a major to declare, 
a class at another college 
to get permission to take, 
and an editor ’s position 
to fill. I do not have time 
to be sick. No college stu-
dent has the time to be 
sick. Nobody college age 
or older has the time to get 
sick. And when we do get 
sick, it’s not fun. In ele-

mentary school, when you 
get sick you get ginger ale 
and soup, you watch car-
toons all day and sleep. 
You don’t get to do that in 
college. You have to email 
people, go to the Health 
Center, figure out what 
you’re missing, get people 
to take notes, and you still 
have to get your work in. 
It’s not fun any more.

Getting sick sucks. But 
I think growing up may 
suck a little bit more. 

Goucher Health Center

To schedule a medical appointment or 
inquire about our services, please call 

410-337-6050.

To schedule an appointment for coun-
seling, please call 410-337-6481.

Bieber mug shot (Photo courtesy: Jose Bowen)



The Quindecim welcomes 
letters to the editor or guest 

columns from all members of 
the Goucher College com-
munity. Submissions must 
include the author’s name, 
subject, e-mail, phone num-

ber and address for purposes 
of identification.

The Quindecim does not 
publish anonymous letters or 
letters that are promotional 
in nature. The Quindecim 

reserves the right to edit let-
ters and guest columns for 
length, clarity and style, as 

well as the right to withhold 
letters based on the discre-
tion of the editorial board. 

Letters to the editor or guest 
columns express the opin-

ions of their authors and not 
necessarily the views of this 

publication.

Letters Policy

The views expressed in The 
Quindecim’s opinion sec-
tion do not reflect the be-
liefs of the publication.  
     It is our publication’s belief 
that under the First Amend-
ment, writers on our opinion 
page have the right to voice 
unpopular opinions and the 
privilege to either agree or dis-
agree with the majority. Letters 
to the editor and guest contri-
butions help preserve the right 
of students at this college to 
discuss and challenge what 
can often times be disliked. 
     We encourage all contribu-
tions to The Quindecim in re-
sponse to any article you find 
between our pages.

From the 
Editors
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My mother works 
as the communi-
cations coordina-

tor for a small suburb of 
Denver, and part of her job 
involves answering and 
routing phone calls from 
citizens to the 
various depart-
ments housed in 
City Hall. One 
citizen, an ec-
centric old man 
with a great need 
to have dialogue 
with someone 
about something, 
calls the City of 
Arvada govern-
ment offices re-
peatedly – as in, 
at least four times 
a week. My mom 
patiently helps 
him out every 
time he calls, and 
about a month 
ago, the man was 
so overwhelmed 
with gratitude for 
my mom’s help 
that he drove to 
City Hall to give 
my mom what 
he claimed was 
a “signed, num-
bered original” of 
a famous artist’s 
pencil drawing of 
Jesus’ face.

It was not a 
signed, num-
bered original, of 
course; it was a 
very nice print. 
My mom took the 
paper with Jesus’ 
life-size face on 
it and placed it 
in her car to take 
home. My mom is 
not a particularly 
religious person, 
but she was raised Presby-
terian, and after a few days 
of driving around with 
Jesus in the backseat, she 
began to take comfort in 
His presence and decided 
maybe she should leave 
the print in the car. The 
picture has remained there 
ever since.

I wasn’t aware of any of 
this until I went home for 
spring break. I made the 
mistake of tossing my coat 

.Jordan Javelet
Opinion Editor

WWJO: What would Jesus order?
into the back seat, covering 
the drawing, and my mom 
quickly yelled, “Wait! 
You’re covering up Jesus!”

We had opened a can of 
worms. From that point 
forward, the print of Jesus 
seemed to come up in ev-
ery conversation we had in 
the car. We were constantly 
asking each other things 

like, “Do you think Jesus 
wants the car to be warm-
er?” and, “Do you think 
the sun on His face is both-
ering Jesus?” and “Is there 
room for the groceries on 
the seat next to Jesus?” We 
didn’t say anything blas-
phemous unless you con-
sider my comment, “Mom, 
Jesus wants to go to Star-
bucks!” disrespectful. My 
mom’s eyes widened as 
she looked at me and said, 

“Jordan, you shouldn’t use 
Jesus to get Starbucks.” It 
dawned on me that maybe 
I should consult the pic-
ture of Jesus, and, surpris-
ingly, it did look like the 
picture was a little angry 
with me. It was then that 
we realized that Jesus’ lips 
were drawn in a way that 
sometimes caused Him 

to look angry and other 
times caused Him to look 
amused; sometimes He 
looked approvingly at us.

One evening on our way 
to dinner, my dad was sit-
ting in the backseat with 
Jesus. My dad, who tends 
to be a bit irreverent, kept 
remarking that we should 
hold the image of Jesus up 
as we drove through traf-
fic so that people could see 
that we were riding with Je-

sus, causing us all to laugh 
as my mom began to scold 
him for being disrespect-
ful. This line of conver-
sation escalated until we 
were all laughing so hard 
we could barely breathe. 
We pulled up to a stoplight 
and simultaneously looked 
over to see a heavily-beard-
ed, long-haired man in the 
car next to us meticulously 
brushing his beard in his 

r e a r v i e w 
mirror.

My dad 
m i s c h i e -
v o u s l y 
took the 
picture of 
Jesus and 
held it up 
so that 
the beard-
b r u s h i n g 
man could 
see Je-
sus’ life-
size face 
w a t c h i n g 
him. The 
image im-
mediately 
caught the 
man’s at-
t e n t i o n . 
He smiled 
b r o a d l y , 
o f f e r e d 
a “‘sup 
nod”, and 
gave a 
t h u m b s 
up, caus-
ing my 
p a r e n t s 
to roar in 
l a u g h t e r 
as I hid 
my head in 
my hands, 
wondering 
what had 
gotten into 
them.

E v e n 
though I’m 
not par-
t i c u l a r l y 

religious, when I look back 
on that night, I think there 
is something kind of pow-
erful about the picture of 
Jesus in the backseat. My 
mom has admitted that it 
makes her think twice be-
fore judging other driv-
ers when they cut her off 
in traffic, and my dad has 
admitted that when he is 
riding with my mom, he 
is less likely to be a back-
seat driver, leaving that 

The print image of Jesus that was given to my mother. (Photo: Jordan Javelet)

task to Jesus. Even I will 
admit that when I drove 
my mom’s car over spring 
break, I was always cog-
nizant of the fact that Je-
sus was there. It made me 
a little uncomfortable and 
a little comfortable at the 
same time.

Perhaps the lightheart-
edness of our banter stem-
ming from Jesus’ image in 
the backseat might be con-
sidered blasphemous to 
some, but at the end of the 
day, the Jesus drawing has 
made me think about God 
and wonder if Jesus has a 
sense of humor. And who 
knows? Maybe Jesus will 
be waiting in line behind 
me the next time I’m at 
Starbucks. I wonder what 
He would order.
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Islamic Awareness Week raises questions about diversity
.Samantha Cooper

News Editor

Goucher held its very 
first Islamic Aware-
ness Week from 

March 25 to March 28. The 
week included a four-day 
event that involved a stu-
dent panel, two guest speak-
ers, and a film screening. 
First year student Samer Is-
tanbouli said he organized 
the event because there was 
“a lot of misguided anti-
Islamic rhetoric [on cam-
pus],” he said. “I researched 
every college I applied to 
but I knew it was going to 
be an issue on campus be-
forehand, and I still chose to 
attend for specific reasons. 
However, knowing it is an 
issue and being within the 
community are two different 
things … though I told my-
self I’m not allowed to com-
plain because I was aware of 
the problem.”

During Islamic Awareness 
Week, Istanbouli organized a 
panel of current and former 
Muslim students to discuss 
subjects such as their experi-
ences growing up, their per-
spective on the religion and 
misconceptions of Muslims 

and Islam. He also brought 
in two speakers: Asma 
Hanif, who is the executive 
director of a woman home 
shelter in Baltimore, called 
Muslimat Al-Nisaa that 
serves domestically abused 
Muslim women and their 
children exclusively. The 
second speaker, Imam Mo-
hamad Bashar Arafat, spe-
cializes in inter-faith learn-
ing and is the founder and 
president of Civilizations 
Exchange and Cooperation 
Foundation that is aimed at 
creating a better world in 
promoting peace and collab-
oration. The movie shown 
was called “Circumstance” 
and focuses on a Muslim Ira-
nian woman falling in love 
with another Muslim wom-
an and the strife it causes 
within her family. Istanbouli 
said he wanted to touch on 
as many topics as he could, 
as every Muslim comes from 
a different walk of life.

The event, unfortunately, 
was not as big of a success 
as Istanbouli had pictured, 
yet he understood that for 
a student-created event, the 
response was appraisable. 
Around 22 students showed 

up for the first event and less 
than ten students showed 
up on the third night, how-
ever the final event had 
about 35 people. Istanbouli 
noted that many students 
had said they were inter-
ested and would attend but 
never showed up. He also 
said that there wouldn’t be 
another “Islamic Awareness 
Week” in the future because 
of the lack of interest and the 
struggle to create the events.  

In the process of organiz-
ing the week, Istanbouli 
said he discovered that the 
events would require a secu-
rity guard to be present al-
though Goucher guidelines 
states that there needs to be 
a minimum of fifty people 
before a guard is needed. He 
was told that security was 
needed because of the “re-
ligious nature of the event” 
and that all religious gath-
erings required security no 
matter how many people at-
tended. He noted never see-
ing security at any Hillel or 
Christian Fellowship events. 
In the end, the guards did 
not attend the event after 
their reasoning was ques-
tioned.  

Goucher College does 
not have a Muslim student 
group on campus, because 
there are not enough stu-
dents who identify with Is-
lam. According to Istanbou-
li, there are only around six 
self-identifying Muslim stu-
dents on campus including 
himself and many of those 
students come from interna-
tional backgrounds and are 
nearing graduation. On the 
other hand, around 30 per-
cent of Goucher’s student 
population is Jewish and 
there is a large population of 
students who are Christian. 

Goucher used to offer a 
club named “Project Nur” 
(Nur means light) which 
was an interfaith group that 
promoted social justice and 
an environment of accep-
tance with mutual respect 
between Muslims and all re-
spective communities. The 
club was disbanded around 
ten years ago due to the lack 
of Muslim students and ten-
sion on campus. Goucher 
does offer a class called “Is-
lamic Thought,” however it 
is only available every three 
years and there are no oth-
er classes focusing on the 

study of Islam or the expe-
riences of Muslims, which is 
a widely-discussed topic in 
today’s global platform. 

“It’s not just about Mus-
lims or Islam,” Istanbouli 
said. “Goucher has not 
done a good job intertwin-
ing multi-culturalism and 
religion on this campus for 
a long time. There is an ex-
treme bias towards one de-
mographic, which I under-
stand. Goucher labels itself 
with global principles and if 
it does not educate their stu-
dents on the perspective of 
cultural and religious com-
patibility in equality and 
fairness, then it cannot have 
these principles that the 
Goucher community prides 
itself on. It’s pretty hypo-
critical of Goucher’s mission 
and diversity statement.”

“You can’t break stone 
with a fork,” Istanbouli 
said, after being asked if he 
thought Goucher’s attitude 
could change. Istanbouli 
also commented that plan-
ning the event was very 
time consuming and he 
would simply like to be able 
to complete his college years 
in peace.
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.Christine Cherry
Sports Editor

Freshman tennis play-
er Midori Fujitani is 
quite a busy young 

man. When asked to de-
scribe a typical day, Fuji-
tani answered, “I usually 
wake up an hour before my 
first class and eat breakfast, 
which I think is the most 
important meal of all,” he 
said. “After finishing all my 
classes of the day, I have a 
practice for two to two and 
a half hours. I usually eat 
dinner with my team and 
spend most of my night at 
the Ath to do my home-
work.” 

Anyone can tell that he 
donates quite a bit of time to 
his sport, and that is made 
clear by his success. Cur-
rently, he has won six of his 
last eight matches, and four 
straight singles matches at 
the No. 3 spot. Fujitani feels 
that singles are his strong 
suit, as he has more experi-
ence with them. 

“In high school, I only 

played singles. So, when 
I came to Goucher, I was 
much better and felt more 
comfortable playing sin-
gles. Now I play doubles 
in which I need to be able 
to use different strat-
egies from that of 
singles and commu-
nicate with my part-
ner.” 

Tennis has always 
been something Fu-
jitani loves. “Regard-
less of which school 
I would attend,” he 
said, “I knew that I 
would play tennis in 
college.” 

One of the main 
reasons Fujitani 
chose Goucher was 
for Coach Brendan 
Kincaid, who is cur-
rently in his second 
year of coaching the 
Gophers. “The coaches are 
fantastic,” Fujitani said. 
“[Coach Kincaid] also 
would stay and hit with us 
individually if we wanted 
to work [on] things that we 

did not do in practice.” But 
Fujitani likes many other 
things about Goucher out-
side of the tennis team. One 
of these things is the small 
class size, as most people 

who come here do. Another 
reason, though, reflects Fu-
jitani’s friendly and caring 
nature. 

“What I liked the most 
about Goucher was that 

people here were so wel-
coming and did care about 
other people.” And now Fu-
jitani is a part of that group 
as well. 

Fujitani, as an experi-

enced player, seems to have 
a good idea of his own 
goals and objectives for the 
remainder of the season, 
but not all of those goals 
are about winning. “Since I 

am the smallest guy on the 
team, my goal, in terms of 
physical, is to gain more 
weight,” Fujitani said. “To 
achieve this goal, I probably 
need to eat more food that 
is nutritionally balanced.” 

Fujitani is also an excel-
lent example of what it 
means to be a student-ath-
lete, as he said, “While be-
ing an athlete, I am also a 
college student and primar-
ily here to study so I need 
to be able to balance sports 
and study. To achieve this 
goal, I need to be better at 
time management, which 
I think is one of my weak-
nesses.” As for tennis, Fuji-
tani wants to work more on 
his doubles. “Playing dou-
bles is not easy and I still 
need to practice more, but I 
appreciate Goucher for giv-
ing me opportunity to play 
doubles.” 

Come support Fujitani 
and the rest of the Gophers 
take on Landmark Confer-
ence rival Juniata on Thurs-
day, April 17, at 3:00 p.m. 

Freshman Midori Fujitani finishing a serve while on training trip in 
Hilton Head South Carolina. (Photo: Christopher Riley)


