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The Goucher College 
Equestrian Team is 
known for its suc-

cess nationwide. Just last 
weekend, the team placed 
sixth overall at the 2014 
IHSA National Horse Show 
in Harrisburg, PA. Obvi-
ously, without a talented 
group of riders, the team 
wouldn’t be as success-
ful as it is. Sarah Lummis, 
a freshman at Goucher, is 
one of the new additions to 
the team this year. Lummis 
competed at Nationals last 
weekend with her team-
mates placing seventh in 
the walk-trot-canter event. 

A Maryland native, 
Lummis chose Goucher 
for its beautiful campus 
and close proximity to 
her hometown.  While she 
is currently undeclared, 
Lummis expects that she 
will be a psychology ma-

jor so she is able to work 
with people. So far, she 
has had many great ex-
periences at Goucher, 
largely shaped by her time 
with the equestrian team. 

Riding since she was in 
fifth grade, the freshman 
does not lack experience, 
which helps contribute to 
her success this year rid-
ing in a collegiate setting. 
When asked if there were 
any major differences in 
coaching style compared 
to what she was used to 
before coming to Gouch-
er, she said, “I only had 
one coach growing up, 
but at Goucher we have 
two coaches.” According 
to Lummis, the coaches 
work well together and 
with the team. She said 
they are the best coaches 
she has ever worked with, 
which is important espe-
cially given that they are 
following in Patty Zum-
brun’s footsteps, who re-
tired last season, and are 

therefore helping shape 
the future of the team. 

Lummis noted many of 
the season’s highlights, 
such as remaining unde-
feated in the region, being 
named zone champions, 
and their most recent sixth 
place finish at nationals. Of 
her team, she mentioned, 
“Everyone did such a 
great job this year.” She 
went on to say that “be-
ing on the team and work-
ing with the other riders 
and the amazing coaches 
has made my freshman 
year so great, and I can’t 
wait until next year.” 

The team’s goal is to 
beat their current record of 
placing fifth at nationals, 
and she would like to see 
them do better than that in 
the coming year. The en-
thusiasm Lummis has for 
her team was clear in her 
interview, and her excite-
ment for her sport will con-
tinue to further her success 
as a rider and as a person.

This past weekend, 
the Goucher Track 
and Field team fin-

ished up their season with 
the Landmark Confer-
ence Championships held 
at the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine Academy. With two 
beautiful days of weather 
and an almost-new track, 
the Gophers were granted 
excellent conditions for 
their final meet. Even if 
they didn’t score, many 
of the athletes had per-
sonal bests and put their 
hearts into their events. 
The meet was also spe-
cial for five seniors on the 
team: Troy Browne, Hugh 
Geller, Christine Cherry, 
Shea Staab, Kathryn Walk-
er, and Katelynn Zidanic. 

With a small team, the 
men fought against the 
odds and had many per-
sonal bests. Junior sprinter 
Zach Byrum had personal 
bests in the 400 meter dash 
and the 100 meter dash, and 
junior Mark Egan also had 
a personal best in the 1500 
meters, finishing in 4:17, 
good for 11th place overall. 
Seniors Browne and Geller 
also were able to race in 

their signature events last 
weekend. Browne raced his 
second 800 meter run of the 
season, and finished in 13th 
place, and Hugh Geller ran 
the 5000 meters in 17:01. 
The closest male Gopher to 
the podium was Isaac Jen-
nings, who came in ninth 
overall in the 800 meter run. 

The women fared a bit 
better, ending with 30 
points and in fifth place. 
Sophomore Sara Aganovic 
headed the field events for 
Goucher, with a third place 
finish in the long jump, 
and freshman Becca Kotula 
grabbed a seventh place 
finish in the pole vault. 
Kotula got to stand on the 
podium again in an eighth 
place finish in the 800 me-
ters, finishing in 2:38. In the 
throws, junior Maafio Ap-
piah-Padi picked up points 
in the hammer throw (8th) 
and the shot put (6th). 
The lady Gophers also 
had a strong showing in 
the running events, espe-
cially the relays. Both the 
women’s 4x100m relay and 
the 4x400m relay picked 
up points for the team. 

The three senior women 
also made a strong show-
ing in their final colle-

giate track meet. Kathryn 
Walker raced in the scoring 
4x400m relay, along with 
strong performances in 
the 1500 meter run and the 
800 meter run. Shea Staab 
raced the 5000 meters for 
her final event, alongside 
her teammate Katelynn 

Sarah Lummis, a member of the Equestrian Team
(Photo by: Anna Martin)

Danielle Granger ‘16 competing at Gettysberg College (Photo: Goucher Athletics)
Zidanic. Zidanic also fin-
ished third in her signature 
event, the 3000 meter stee-
plechase. Christine Cher-
ry scored a point for the 
Gophers as well with her 
eighth place finish in the 
10000 meters. Sophomore 
Danielle Granger, a part of 

both of the relay teams, also 
nabbed a third place finish 
in the 400 meter hurdles.

The Gophers now look 
forward to a little bit of 
resting, followed by be-
ginning training again 
in the summer and fall. 
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Alumnae/i Weekend: Goucher says goodbye to Sandy Ungar
.Rachel Brustein

Co-Features Editor
 During this year’s 

annual Alumnae/i 
Weekend, which 

took place from April 25-27, 
over 1,000 guests were wel-
comed for 65 events, both 
on and off campus. There 
were special events for the 
reunion classes, which were 
for alumnae/i who graduat-
ed in years ending in 4 and 
9. Cori Tyner ’82, director of 
alumnae/i affairs said there 
was a “great turnout.” 

A major part of the week-
end is the Alumnae and 
Alumni of Goucher College 
(AAGC) Annual Meeting. 
The AAGC is the govern-
ing body of the alumnae/i 
association. The annual 
meeting brings classes to-
gether, recognizes donors, 
and presents awards. The 
Jenifer Mitchell Reed ’86 
Young Alumnae/i Award 
went to Kate Howell Bull-
ard ’04 and John Olszewski 
’04. This award always goes 
to an alumna or alumnus 
who is five to ten years out 
of college, recognizing him 
or her for volunteer ser-
vice. The Ethel Cockey ’23 
Award went to Judith Brig-
stocke Hundertmark ’54. 
This award is also for vol-
unteer service, but goes to a 
senior alumna or alumnus. 
Hundertmark’s mother was 
also a Goucher alumna and 
received the same award 
many years ago. The Doro-
thy Lamberton Clapp ’39 
Award, for those who have 
donated generously to the 
college, went to Jean Dan-
iels Hawley ’59 and Mary 
Cole Dickerman ’59. The 
most prestigious award 
the college can give to an 
alumnae/i, the Award for 
Excellence in Public Service, 
went to Sherry Bebitch Jeffe 
’64, a political analyst, jour-
nalist, and scholar, for the 
service she has done for her 

community. 
On Friday evening, the 

Dance Department had a 
celebration for Chrystelle 
Trump Bond for her fifty 
years of service to the dance 
program. This celebration 
included guest speakers 
and performances by the 
Goucher Repertory Dance 
Ensemble and Corégraphie 
Antique. 

The largest event of the 
weekend was the gala on 
Saturday night, which cel-
ebrated and recognized 
outgoing President Sanford 
Ungar’s thirteen years of 
contributions to the college.  
Peggy Larsen, assistant di-
rector of advancement ser-
vices for data collection, 
who coordinated the event, 
said the party was initiated 
by the Board of Trustees 
and involved a planning 
committee, which included 
trustees, and people who 
work in the Alumnae/i Af-
fairs and Office of Commu-
nications. 

The event welcomed over 
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Members Goucher community gather in the Hyman Forum for 
a gala in honor of Sanford Ungar (Photo: Rachel Brustein)

600 guests, including stu-
dents, alumnae/i, faculty, 
and staff. There were a va-
riety of speakers and trib-
utes to Ungar, including a 
short video made by the 
Office of Communications, 
in which students thanked 
Ungar for his service to the 
school. According to Larsen, 
“the committee wanted to 
have every constituency of 
the college represented in 
the program.” Speakers in-
cluded Chair of the Educa-
tion Department La Jerne 
Cornish ‘83, M.Ed. ’94, Vice 
President of Finance Thom-
as Phizacklea, United States 
Senator Barbara Mikulski 
(D-Md), Chair of the Board 
of Trustees Norma Lynn Fox 
‘76, Trustee Paul Powell ’03, 
and Lenna Blaser ‘14. Fox 
and trustee Marilyn South-
ard Warshawsky ’68 an-
nounced that the building 
is going to be renamed for 
Ungar, a decision that was 
voted on at recent Board of 
Trustees meeting. Vice Chair 
of the Board of Trustees Mar-

garet M. Winslow ‘66 lead a 
toast to Ungar later on in the 
evening. 

Larsen said her vision 
for the event was “a color-
ful and festive celebration 
for the campus community 
where we had an opportuni-
ty to honor and thank Presi-
dent Ungar” and is “pleased 
with the event.” 

A unique aspect of 
Alumnae/i Weekend is that 
students and alumnae/i 
have the opportunity to in-
teract with one another. Mol-
ly Sherwood ’15, who works 
both the Phone-a-thon in 
the Alumnae/i House and 
worked Alumnae/i Week-
end this year said being able 
“to actually meet some of 
the people I’ve talked to on 
the phone is so awesome” 
and “connecting with al-
ums who loved their time at 
Goucher ... it makes me love 
and appreciate Goucher 
even more.” 

Alycia Johnston ’15, 
the student intern in the 
Alumnae/i House, over-
saw the work of all thirty-
one students who worked 
the weekend. Johnston said 
a highlight of the weekend 
was the Parade of Classes on 
Saturday. 

“[I enjoy] seeing sixty 
years of Goucher women 
and me all together in one 
place in their class colors 
[and] you don’t get to wit-
ness that much Goucher his-
tory every day,” She said. 
Johnston also made a pres-
ent day yearbook for the 
Class of 1964 for their 50th 
reunion, called “The Don-
nybrook Revisited.” She did 
this by sending question-
naires to members of the 
Class of 1964 and created a 
page for each of them. 

“Finally meeting the wom-
en I had learned so much 
about from a piece of paper 
was very amazing.” 
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GSG Constitution Committee 
requires 100 signatures to ratify 
by end of academic year 

.Samantha Cooper
News Editor

Friday, May 9, 2014 

The end of the school 
year is quickly ap-
proaching and with 

it comes the deadline for 
the new Constitution pro-
posal. According to soph-
omore and SGA member 
Billy Daly, only around 
100 more student signa-
tures are needed for the 
bill to pass. The proposal 
for Goucher ’s new stu-
dent government requires 
signatures from 750 stu-
dents, which is half of 
Goucher ’s undergradu-
ate population, in order 
to pass. The proposal has 
been already been signed 
by around 652 students as 
of press time.

The students who de-
veloped the proposal are 
pushing to get the final 
signatures so they can get 
the proposal ratified be-
fore the end of the school 
year. According to Daly, 
he and nine other stu-
dents had to shift their 
strategy and decided to 
implement a letter writing 
campaign. The group also 
reached out to students 
who had expressed inter-
ests in signing the propos-
al but who had not signed 
it for one reason or an-
other. Each of the group’s 
10 members pledged that 
they would try to gather 
10 signatures. 

The signature-gathering 
process was halted af-
ter the sudden and tragic 
passing of sophomore 
Matthew Gabriel. The 
process was started again 
about a week later, and 
will continue until the 
end of the school year.

If the proposal passes, 
the new Goucher Stu-
dent Government (GSG) 
will be initiated in stages 
rather than all at once. 
The changes that will oc-
cur are so significant, the 
entire new GSG may take 
an entire school year to 
complete.

According to Daly, the 
Student Empowerment 
Association (SEA) will be 
the first part of the new 

government installed, as 
it’s “the easiest.” 

Since the SEA is com-
pletely new to Goucher, it 
won’t affect anyone cur-
rently holding an office 
in student government. 
The Student Empower-
ment Association will fo-
cus on planning events for 
Goucher ’s student popu-
lation and will work close-
ly with the Club Council. 
The SEA will also work 
towards building Gouch-
er ’s student community. 
The two other sections of 
the government will be 
the Senate and the Club 
Council. Both sections 
currently exist in the SGA, 
but have been completely 
re-envisioned and re-or-
ganized by the proposal. 
They will take longer to 
install.

Daly said that he would 
like to see “a cultural 
revolution” at Goucher. 
He said he would like to 
have more traditions es-
tablished, such as every-
one holding doors open 
for others, or move-in day 
traditions. He gave ex-
amples that happened in 
other schools but wishes 
Goucher would come 
up with its own. He ex-
plained that while events 
like GIG and Stimsgiving 
are important, smaller 
traditions are important 
as well. Daly believes 
that the establishment of 
smaller traditions will 
bring the Goucher com-
munity closer together. If 
the proposal passes then 
Goucher may begin to es-
tablish some of his ideas. 

“Personally, I think 
this a great opportunity. 
Goucher is changing as a 
whole, The changes that 
are happening will reflect 
the other changes hap-
pening in Goucher,” Daly 
said referring to President 
Sanford Ungar ’s stepping 
down, and the instatement 
of President Jose Bowen. 

As of May 7, the Consti-
tution has not been rati-
fied. 

Take Back the Night returns 
to Goucher, raises awareness

.Samantha Cooper
News Editor

On Thursday, April 
24 a group of stu-
dents gathered in 

the Pearlstone Atrium for 
Goucher’s annual Take 
Back the Night event, 
where victims of sexual as-
sault spoke about their ex-
periences to others. Events 
like the one at Goucher take 
place all over the country, 
many at college campuses, 
and each does the event 
differently. The event typi-
cally includes a march and 
an opportunity for victims 
to speak out.

Goucher College has 
a long history with the 
event, as it has been a tra-
dition at the school for 
about 20 years. Professor 
Rick Pringle organized 
Goucher’s first Take Back 
the Night in the 1990s 
along with the help of one 
of the clubs at the time 
– the Women’s Interest 
Group. He has helped or-
ganize the event since, and 
this year was assisted by a 
group of students includ-
ing Jessica Hallstrom ‘14, 

Dana Ehrentreu ‘16 and 
Sofia Robinson ‘17. Two 
of Goucher’s clubs, Femco 
and PRISM, were also in-
volved in the promotion of 
the event. 

The first Take Back the 
Night occurred in the 1970s, 
and originally the marches 
and speakouts excluded 
men, as the events were 
meant as a “safe space” for 
women. Now, Take Back 
the Night can be attended 
by anybody regardless of 
his or her gender, sexual 
orientation, or whether or 
not he or she has been as-
saulted. In 2001, a group of 
women founded the Take 
Back the Night Foundation 
so that they could support 
marches, rallies, vigils and 
speakouts throughout the 
United States.

The event began with 
the opportunity to make 
consent t-shirts and was 
preceded by a short speech 
from Angeles Evans who 
works for Turnaround 
Inc., which helps victims 
of domestic assault, sexual 
abuse and human traffick-
ing. Turnaround Inc. is also 
TAKE BACK cont. on p. 3
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the only organization that 
helps these individuals di-
rectly, and all the services 
are free. Evans runs several 
different programs within 
the company. 

There was a short self-de-
fense seminar intended to 
teach the attendants how 
to escape somebody who 
is trying to assault them. 
There were three different 
“grabs” that the students 
learned to get out of. The 
night ended with several 
anonymous students tell-
ing their own stories. 

Students who wanted 
to speak went to the Geen 
Room, just above the Pearl-
stone Atrium where the 
windows were covered, 
so they could share their 
stories anonymously. Stu-
dents who stayed to listen 
were told that they could 
leave at any time if the sto-
ries became too intense or 
upsetting. 

In between the stories, 
music was played through 
the loudspeakers.  Stu-
dents were also given fly-
ers with advice on how to 
care for themselves after 
the event ended.  Chap-
lain Cynthia Terry, Health 
and Wellness Coordinator 
Roshelle Kades, and sev-
eral peer listeners attended 
the event in case anybody 
needed support. Since 
the students who shared 
their stories did so anony-
mously, and because of the 
nature of their stories, no 
information will be shared 
here.

“We wanted to create an 
event that was informative 
to the general community 
and empowering for sur-
vivors. The general goal 
of Take Back the Night is 
to give information to the 
community but for me the 
true goal is to give sur-
vivors the space to share 
their stories,” Hallstrom 
said. This was her second 
year planning the event 
but the first leading the 
committee. Kades assisted 
the committee.

Though the event started 
late, and ran late, it ap-
peared to have achieved 
its intended goal and the 
event committee is hope-
ful it will become a larger 
event next year.

Student Life announces new 
Shared Vision initiative

.Jaclyn Peiser
Editor-in-Chief

The Division of Stu-
dent Life announced 
it has begun an ex-

tensive evaluation of its 
vision, productivity, unity, 
and principals. The initia-
tive, called Shared Vision, 
focuses on creating a co-
hesive understanding and 
development of how the 
division will function in 
the future.

“We’re in the process of 
really putting together a 
shared vision where, as 
a division, we will really 
come together and talk 
about how the future of 
higher education is such 
that we will have to do a 
lot more with less. It’s just 
a reality,” Vice President 
and Dean of Students Bry-
an Coker said. “When you 
are having to do more with 
less you really have to fo-
cus…. It’s really our way of 
saying: ‘How do we focus 
for the future and on what 
do we focus?’”

Coker explained that 
since the Division of Stu-
dent Life includes many 
diverse departments, such 
as the Office of the Vice 
President and Dean of Stu-
dents, Athletics and Physi-
cal Education Department, 
Career Development Of-
fice, Chaplain/Religious 
and Spiritual Life, Office 
of Community Living, Of-
fice of Multicultural Stu-
dent Services, Office of 
Student Engagement, and 
Student Health and Coun-
seling Center, they need to 
come together and focus on 
where they see the division 
going and how they can 
improve and work together 
as the landscapes of liberal 
arts colleges are changing. 

“[We will] really look at 
what we do well, what can 
we do better, and when 
people think about the fu-
ture of Goucher, the future 
of higher education, what 
do they think we need to be 
focusing on in student life, 
what are they most con-
cerned about?” Coker said. 

One of the outcomes of 
the initiative will be to con-
solidate or re-evaluate the 
various departments’ pro-
gramming since budgeting 

will be tight for the foresee-
able future.

“Our budgets aren’t go-
ing to get bigger; in some 
cases they might get small-
er,” Coker said. “Therefore, 
what are our priorities? 
And through the shared 
visioning processes, a big 
part of it is identifying 
big picture priorities, and 
based on those priorities, 
we decide where we put 
our money and where we 
are not putting our mon-
ey.” 

In addition, according 
to Coker’s email to the 
Goucher community on 
April 21, the shared vision-
ing process plans to reor-
ganize, unite the division, 
“to question and challenge 
current ways of thinking, 
as well as our traditional 
approaches, ... to assess 
our integrative and collab-
orative efforts across the 
campus community, and 
identify additional oppor-
tunities for integration and 
collaboration.”

The Shared Vision initia-
tive has two teams of 10-15 
Student Life staff members. 
The first team, headed by 
Assistant Dean of Students 
Andrew Wu, is gathering 
data and feedback from 
inside the Division of Stu-
dent Life. Wu’s team has 
already conducted surveys 
and focus groups of the 
more than 60 staff mem-
bers of the division. Traci 
Martin, the director of the 
Career Development Of-
fice, is heading up the ex-
ternal team, which gathers 
data and feedback from 
students, faculty, and staff 
outside the Division of Stu-
dent Life. 

The external team has al-
ready sent out surveys and 
plans to have focus groups 
next fall. Once Goucher’s 
next president, Jose Bowen, 
takes over the position this 
summer, Coker plans to 
present him with the data 
and feedback the teams 
received from the commu-
nity. By next fall or early 
spring semester, Coker 
hopes to have a develop-
ment process and then a 
year from now, he hopes to 
have the process in place. 

Accidental Damage
- Office window broken (Dorsey)

Fire Safety
- Three alarms activated by burnt food (Froelicher, Heu-
beck)

Harassment
- Student called police after receiving email threat
- Student reported being harassed by another student 
through whiteboard messages and comments

Injury/Illness/Medical Emergency
- Student with thoughts of suicide transported to hospital
- Family member of prospective student fell on steps; 
EMTs called (SRC)
- Student transported to hospital after taking overdose of 
medication

Suspicious Condition
- Unoccupied tent found and dismantled in campus 
woods

Vandalism/Removal/Destruction of College Property
- Graffiti written on wall in magic marker (Athenaeum)*
- Goucher signs found in student room (Welsh)
- Glass cover on college-owned computer case damaged 
(Pearlstone)*

Vehicle Incident
- Goucher van driven by Goucher student hit parked car 
while off campus

Student Code of Conduct Decisions
- Student found responsible for alcohol violation; sanc-
tions are disciplinary probation for remainder of academ-
ic year, $50 fine, AlcoholEdu training
- Student found responsible for alcohol violation; sanc-
tions are reflection paper and apology to staff member
- Student found responsible for alcohol violation; sanc-
tions are reflection paper and $50 fine

Academic Honor Code Decisions
None

Sexual Misconduct Decision
None
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.Kathryn Walker
Co-Features Editor

This is my belated 
thank you letter, 
the one that extends 

hundreds of miles and 
oceans wide, the one that 
I should have written to so 
many people for so many 
things, the one that never 
came in the mail or still lies 
unwritten on my desk.  For 
the things big and small, 
heroic or ordinary, impor-
tant or inconsequential.  
For the people, moments, 
and places that have swept 
me off my feet and shak-
en my small corner of the 
world.  As the Dictionary 
of Obsolete Sorrows so 
aptly describes, a memory, 
a lifetime, “are not just the 
moments, not the grand 
gestures or the catered cer-
emonies, not the poised 
person smiling in photos, 
they’re the invisible things. 
The minutes, the cheap raw 
material of ordinary time.”

Four years ago, my fam-
ily – both parents and all 
three brothers in tow – 
dropped me off at Goucher 
in the sweltering Baltimore 
heat for my first cross-
country pre-season, my 
first real Goucher memory.  
After four hours of unpack-
ing, sweating, and bicker-
ing, I waved them off with 
a factitiously haughty, “I’ll 
see you at Thanksgiving – 
maybe.”  Five minutes lat-
er, I was lying on my bed 
staring at the cracks in the 
ceiling and wishing with 
all my heart that my fam-
ily would hear my silent 
thoughts and come back 
for me and take me home.  
I came to the conclusion 
that if this was what col-
lege would be like – silent, 
lonely, sweaty – then these 
next four years were going 
to suck.

But Freshman year ended 
up blossoming into some-
thing better than I could 
have ever imagined: there 
were a lot of rowdy Stim-
son Sits and renegade mis-
sions to shove apples into 
my pockets to make apple 
pie, gossip sessions outside 
my door with the other 
Wagner 1 girls before 8:30 

classes and after midnight 
snacks, cross-country and 
track practices where I ran 
(and fell) in the Goucher 
Woods. It was also the year 
that I first really learned 
about social justice, posted 
quotes from “Mean Girls” 
and “Glee” on my door, 
traveled to New Orleans 
on a 27-hour train ride, 
and started to understand 
how to summarize myself 
in one sentence when talk-
ing to absolute strangers.  
Of course there were also 
pangs of homesickness, 
thoughts about transfer-
ring to a different school, 
rough Sunday mornings. 
But while stumbling, smil-
ing, and skipping through 
those first two semesters, I 
slowly came to call Gouch-
er my home.

I finally realized three 
years ago, during the sec-
ond part of my Goucher 
memories, I had fallen in 
love with this place. Gouch-
er had become my home. 
“Home” became the place 
where I could walk down 
Van Meter and see at least 
one friend, where I could 
wear my pajamas and no 
shoes to the library, where I 
could step outside and feel 
instantly comforted.  But 
it was also the year I ran 
through an earthquake, a 
hurricane, and a blizzard.  
The year that I decided 
to do everything at once 
and had constant furrows 
of stress in my forehead. 
The year that I sprained 
my ankle so badly that I 
wasn’t allowed to skip or 
run or bike for a little over 
a month.  

Somewhere along the 
line, I decided to become a 
French major, go to France 
for all of Junior year, and 
live out my dream of mean-
dering endlessly through 
tiny winding rues. A lot of 
people told me I was crazy.  
A lot of people told me that 
it was the best idea I would 
ever have.  At the time, I 
just wanted to escape for 
a little while, to breath in 
the air of a culture and a 
country that I had been 
studying for years.  De-
spite being surrounded 
by tremendously support-

ive and awesome people, 
despite being involved in 
groups and organizations 
that expanded my mind, 
there was something miss-
ing, something slightly off.

One night in the midst of 
project planning and essay 
writing, I called my dad in 
a panic from the depths of 
the laundry room.

“Dad, I’m stuck! Noth-
ing’s working out, every-
thing is falling to pieces, I 
don’t know what to do!”

“Go abroad!” my dad 
told me.

And so a year later, I did.
Two years ago, the third 

and “transcendent” Gouch-
er memory, I was about to 
go through airport security 
and fly to France when my 
grandma rushed up to me 
with a package, saying, 
“Here, Khak.  Take this.”

I opened up the wrap-
ping paper and ribbons to a 
900 page boulder-of-a book 
about the culinary figure-
head, Julia Child.  On the 
inside cover, my grandma 
had written in her swirling 

cursive handwriting:
“Dear ‘Khaki,’ For all 

your adventures, culinary 
or otherwise. Bon appétit! 
Love, ‘Gram’”

I chuckled to myself, 
placed the book in my bag, 
and flew to Paris.

Over the course of that 
year, I really did transcend 
boundaries and learn 
so many, many things: 
about Paris, about people, 
about life, about myself.  I 
learned to appreciate the 
scent of crepes sizzling on 
the stove, the luster of the 
local apples stacked in pyr-
amids, the warmth of a ba-
guette cradled in my arms. I 
learned how to sprint-walk 
through crowds of people, 
“surf” on the metro, ne-
gotiate and haggle with 
merchants, how to bask in 
the sun for hours during 
pique-nique saison, how 
to sit in a café and nurse 
a black espresso without 
cringing from its bitter-
ness.  There were moments 
though when I ate so much 
Nutella that my teeth hurt, 

when I looked at pictures 
of friends from home and 
wanted to fly back to them 
immediately, when I was 
so lost that all I could do 
was sit on a curb and hope 
something better would 
happen.  But along the way 
I ran into some of my clos-
est friends from Goucher –  
in Belgium, in Amsterdam, 
in Copenhagen, in London, 
even in Paris. They remind-
ed me that though Goucher 
was a whole ocean away, 
my friends, the ones who 
really made Goucher feel 
like home, were all over 
the world.  So although I 
may not have come home 
with a French boyfriend or 
a fancy bottle of wine, I did 
come back to the U.S. with 
a sense of myself that I had 
never had before, a sense 
of belonging. I came back 
feeling contente, joyeuse.

And now here I am at 
the bittersweet spectacular 
end, my fourth and final 
Goucher memory, about to 
walk across a stage, receive

Kathryn Walker ‘14 and her brothers outside Stimson Hall after moving in Freshman 
year (Photo: Courtesy of Kathryn Walker)

EATS cont. on p. 5
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Stacy Cooper Patter-
son has been work-
ing at Goucher since 

2001 and has served in 
four different positions 
during her time here. Cur-
rently she is the director 
of Student Engagement, 
a position she has held 
for almost a year, but she 
began as the director of 
Residence Life (now Com-
munity Living), then as 
a career counselor in the 
Career Development Of-
fice, and most recently as 
the associate director of 
leadership development 
in the Office of Student 
Engagement (OSE). 

Patterson has a variety 
of responsibilities includ-
ing serving as the advi-
sor to Goucher Student 
Government (GSG) and 
all class councils, running 
leadership development 
programming, and help-
ing clubs with finances. 
Within leadership devel-
opment, Patterson over-
sees the Emerging Lead-

ers program for first-year 
students, the Goucher 
Leadership Council (GLC) 
for juniors and seniors, 
the Senior Leadership 
Capstone, and leadership 
awards. 

Patterson enjoys her job 
because she is able to get to 
know students and “forge 
relationships” throughout 
her daily interactions with 
them. She loves the GLC 

and Senior Leadership 
Capstone because it gives 
older students a chance to 
reflect on their leadership 
development throughout 
their time at Goucher.  

Patterson notes that the 
GLC allows students who 
are already leaders on 
campus to “examine how 
they lead … and different 
approaches that they take 
to leadership.” A great as-

pect of this, she says, is 
that “in any given year, 
the group comes together 
to decide what they want 
to be,” and that it changes 
year to year as different 
students participate in the 
program. 

The Capstone, Patterson 
says, is a “fantastic” pro-
gram where students are 
able to “make meaning of 
their four years here.” 

In OSE, Patterson strives 
to “create a vibrant sense 
of community” that is 
“student-oriented.” She 
says that she, along with 
her team members in OSE, 
Christine Kreiger and Ai-
sha Rivers, want to “sup-
port students [who] come 
up with creative ideas and 
see those events happen.” 

“One of Stacy’s most 
valuable attributes is her 
ability to listen and empa-
thize even within points 
of disagreement [and] I al-
ways leave conversations 
with her feeling that I was 
heard and I appreciate her 
for that,” Rivers said. 

Erin Snyder ’17, who 
serves on her class coun-
cil, feels “so grateful that 
I was able to work with 
Stacy as much as I did 
this past year … she never 
fails to make me smile.” 

Patterson became inter-
ested in doing the work 
that she does because she 
“loves college” and wants 
to be able to help students 
throughout this formative 
experience, and “impact 
their experience for the 
better.” 

Club profile: Chemistry club
.Jessica Gude

Staff Writer

A common miscon-
ception about 
scientists is that 

they spend hours on end 
cooped up alone in a lab, 
surrounded by a jungle 
of beakers, burets, and 
Erlenmeyer flasks. While 
the forest of tools may 
be correct, the solidar-
ity certainly isn’t. As any-
one who has ever been in 
Hoffberger Science can 
tell you, scientists are 
anything but solitariness. 
Science, especially today, 
is a team effort. Scientists 
spend time together both 
in the lab and outside of 
it. This sense of scientific 
community is evident at 
Goucher and is embodied 
by the Goucher Chemistry 
Club. The club has sever-
al events throughout the 
year that bring together 
students and professors 
from the Chemistry and 
Biology departments. 

At the top of everyone’s 

list is Souper Supper. 
Several Goucher Chem-
istry professors have 
been known to claim that 
“Chemistry is just like 
cooking – but don’t lick 
the spoon.” They put this 
to the test during National 
Chemistry week. Once a 
year, each professor brings 
in a pot of soup, and ta-
bles and chairs are set up 
haphazardly in the Chem-
istry breezeway so that 
students, professors, fam-
ily members, and alumni 
can enjoy a bowl (or two 
or three) of soup together. 
It’s a great (and delicious) 
way to bring out feelings 
of community on a chilly 
fall day. While there is of-
ten interaction outside of 
the classroom any day of 
the year, Souper Supper is 
something special. 

Other fun Chem Club ac-
tivities include tie dyeing, 
a Christmas party, and an 
annual Chemistry Ban-
quet. This year ’s banquet 
included wonderful food, 
an incredible speaker, and 

an epic game of Alumni 
vs. Faculty Family Feud. It 
was an appropriate game 
to play, because the more 
time one spends with the 
Chemistry Department, 
the more one realizes just 
how much of a family it is.  

Current Club President 
Julia Nguyen ‘15 summed 
it up when she said, “I 
think the greatest thing 
about Chem club is that 
we provide the opportu-
nity for students to con-
nect with the professors 
outside of the classroom. 
And the support that the 
professors give us is just 
tremendous.” 

For anyone interested in 
chemistry, science, or just 
finding a place to have 
fun, Chemistry Club is the 
place to be. It’s guaran-
teed to make you happier 
than an atom with eight 
electrons.  

a piece of paper, shake 
a couple of hands, and 
move onto the world out-
side “the bubble,” outside 
the woods. My friends and 
I have started saying “this 
is the last” – this is the 
last class! the last Tues-
day sprint workout! the 
last time I will ever have 
to smell those obnoxious 
trees outside of Pearl-
stone!  But amidst these 
“lasts,” we’ve become 
anxious, sad, nervous.  We 
don’t know what’s hap-
pening next, we can’t pre-
dict the future.  We have 
absolutely no idea where 
we are going in this world 
and are clinging to every-
thing that could help us 
stay here, now.  I’ve begun 
to understand that these 
are the secrets of travel-
ing and growing up that 
no one tells you about: 
nostalgia will run rampant 
in your heart, you will see 
double visions of people 
and places everywhere, 
scents and sounds and 
sights will make you crazy 
with memories. And your 

stomach, ever the traitor, 
will betray you and make 
you long for a good and 
proper baguette.  When 
you have no idea what to 
do with these grumblings, 
let alone what to do with 
your life, things can be-
come a little crazy.  To say 
the very least.

Four years ago, if you 
had presented me with a 
box full of the memories, 
people, and places that 
I hold in my heart now, I 
would have never accept-
ed them as my own.  They 
are too weird, too aston-
ishing, too magnificently 
strange.  Yet here I am, 
four years later, with such 
a motley and wonder-
ful assortment of people, 
places, memories stashed 
away – people, places, and 
memories that I wouldn’t 
ever change, ever.  They 
are “the invisible things,” 
the things that have come 
together to form these past 
four years of indescribable 
happenings. So for all of 
this, thank you. Bon appétit 
et à la prochaine.

Director of Student Engagement Stacy Cooper Patterson (Photo: Courtesy of Patterson)
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Graduating seniors plan to teach abroad
Friday, May 9, 2014 

There are quite a few 
graduating seniors 
who are planning to 

venture outside the Unit-
ed States next year. Three 
graduating seniors, in par-
ticular, Sarah Rubinstein, 
Ben Scrimshaw, and Fundi 
Fihlani, will all be teaching 
abroad after graduation. 
For some, it is a break from 
undergrad, a time to figure 
out what to do next. For 
others it is returning home. 

In Fihlani’s case, South 
Africa is where she was 
born and she will be return-
ing there after graduation 
to teach. Rubinstein will 
return to France, where she 
studied abroad for her ju-
nior year. And Scrimshaw 
will return to Vietnam, 
where he studied the sum-
mer following his freshmen 
year. While each is going to 
a different country and for 
different motivations, they 
are all lured back to a coun-
try they have connections 
with.

Fihlani’s connection may 
run deeper than others. 
In South Africa is her en-
tire family, including her 
son. She came to Goucher 
through a scholarship avail-
able with the South Africa 
education ICA. Now, she 
is among one of those stu-
dents who came to teach at 
her high school. She said, “I 
only came here to study.” 
She had no plans to stay, 
but after having taught in 
both Baltimore and South 
Africa she said, “when com-
paring the two, yes there 
is a need for good teach-
ers here, but also there is a 
need for teachers in South 
Africa as well. Especially 
when it comes to special 
education teachers.” She 
hopes to help spread the 
message of special educa-
tion to other teachers even 
though there is no formal-
ized system. And of course 
another influence to return 
home is that “you don’t get 
any snow in South Africa. 
That’s one motivator.”

Rubinstein is teaching 

English to primary school 
children through the Nantes 
Académie. The program she 
is using is called the Teach-
ing Assistants Program 
In France, which is run 
through the French gov-
ernment. On making this 
decision she said, “I don't 
want to go directly to grad 
school and I don't know re-
ally what I want to do.” She 
studied abroad in Paris and 
knew that during that time 
“I grew up a lot and became 
more independent.” While 
she had a positive experi-
ence living abroad, she was 
also inspired by her sister 
whom is currently living 
abroad in Berlin. She might 
be scared to find housing on 
her own, but being in the 
same time zone as her sister 

is comforting. Going back to 
this place will help her re-
flect on what her next steps 
might be, all while drink-
ing wine, eating cheese, and 
meeting “silly French chil-
dren.”

Scrimshaw is teaching for 
a program called Princeton 
in Asia. He describes him-
self as someone who likes to 
travel and move around a 
lot, so he knew early on that 
this is what he wanted to 
do after graduation. While 
he originally applied for a 
position in China, Laos, or 
Cambodia, he was just as 
pleased with Vietnam. “I 
originally didn’t put Viet-
nam on my list of places … 
but they offered me a job in 
Vietnam and I took it in a 
second.” Because he visited 

Vietnam before, he wanted 
“something new.” As he re-
members the time he spent 
there previously, he is also 
excited to see his old friends 
again and to navigate the 
world of education. Scrim-
shaw said, “I just figured 
out how hard it’s actually 
going to be.” To alleviate 
this initial fear, he plans on 
taking language courses.

Each of these Goucher 
students has their own 
unique excitements and 
fears as they speak about 
their impending travels, 
but their commitment to 
their own education and the 
education of others is clear. 
Fihlani aims to expand the 
understanding of special 
education, but also to strike 
a balance between English 

and the mother tongue. Ru-
binstein switched majors 
from psychology and stu-
dio art to French and Gen-
der Studies. This shift in-
fluenced her decision to go 
abroad and to increase her 
fluency. Each student will 
have their own experience 
driven by the common goal 
to return to places that once, 
and still do, mean so much 
to them. 

As Scrimshaw concluded 
“I don’t know what to ex-
pect, so I’m not trying to put 
it into words or thoughts.” 
The post graduation life is 
scary with so many possibil-
ities at hand. These students 
from Goucher embraced 
those possibilities and seek 
to expand them in three dif-
ferent corners of the globe.

Goucher students abroad in Paris posing infront of the Eiffel Tower last spring (Photo: Courtesy of Sarah Rubinstein ‘14) 
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THANK YOU DONORS!
The following people made a gift to the Greater Goucher Fund 

by participating in the Gophers For Goucher Campaign.

Icedgems LLC
Colin A. Hemond
Andrew E. Schwartz
Zachary S. Byrum
Sydney S. Patterson
Sean C. Holmes
Nathan P. Hurdle
Fowl Play Food Truck Inc.
The Jolly Pig
Nina Zacharias
Ashwini Persaud
Cierra W. Zaslowe-Dude
Michael Sanders
Demie R. Huffman
Chelsea L. Hermann
Nina S. Krane
Colin M. Richter
Douglas T. Falk
Adam C. Mosey
Lenna M. Blaser
Shayna M. Meisel
Joseph H. Fink
Julia B. Welsh
Jaclyn M. Peiser
Kelsey M. Turner

Jordan L. Javelet
Charles W. Keiffer
Ryan C. Derham
Jessica L. Hallstrom
Pierce A. Ingram
Peter M. Roach
Candace N. Doane
Daniel H. Hertzberg
Andrew E. Deal
Sarah E. Pardus
Erin E. Reifsnyder
Dean B. Silverman
Sara S. Torgerson
Catherine Y. Gepner
Doris E. Rosen
Simon F. Oliver
Rachel L. Brustein
Nikita S. Schulman
Noah J. Klein
Thomas H. Rakes
Carson H. Terhune
Alexander W. Crockett
Elana R. Perilstein
Megan M. Chalk
Patricia E. Kallis

Sharon E. Leonor
Stephen W. Patterson
David W. Spivey
Remy A. Frisch
Sam M. Scholl
Liam P. Duffy
Tyson C. Balmer
Geetika Gupta
Andrea W. Philippides
Hannah C. Moloney
Torri D. Hughes
Shannon C. Finnell
Chloe M. Rothenberg
Patrick M. McNeel
Sara L. Nuttle
Danielle Y. Saad
Sean N. Goodman
Tobias A. Breuer

W. T. Phizacklea
Saul R. Priever
Emily P. Wyckoff
Savannah M. Fisher
Nathaniel E. Cain
Ryan W. Briggs
Carol Mach Barreto Pino
Benjamin E. Taylor
Ryan M. McKinley
Tierney C. Doran
Frieda C. Peterson Horner
Gavin A. Wilson
Mark D. McDonald
Samuel R. Woodruff
Robert E. Haddaway
Calvin C. Stiles
William J. Brennan
Matthew R. Gabriel
Sam R. DiStefano
Eli N. Ward
Dylan L. Zook
David A. Waligurski
Michael L. Brennan
Michael W. Morgan
Zachary M. Wrisk

Sam T. Morgan
Stefan J. Schultz
Blake S. Russell
Jacob W. Prutting
Melissa D. Grow
Nathan K. Wilinski
Karl J. Wiszumerski
Nicholas W. Boucher
Owen T. Demmerly
Rachel S. Martin
Michael E. Nachman
Tristan W. Morris
Conner J. Annunziato
Amber L. DiLoreto
Zvi J. Shoval
Andrew J. Foster
Maura P. Coughlin
Aaron K. Jackson
Maggie R. O’Donnell
Jake F. Ziegler
Taryn H. Decker
William H. Felinski
Hugh R. Geller
Hannah M. Brown
Christine Kreiger

Nigerian girls kidnapped by Boko Haram
.Sarah Callendar

Staff Writer

In what many are call-
ing a direct attack on 
the education of women 

around the world, the mili-
tant group Boko Haram 
kidnapped more than 300 
Northern Nigerian girls on 
April 14. The Muslim-Ex-
tremist group’s name means 
“Western education is a sin” 
in the Hausa language. The 
armed terrorists took the 
girls from a boarding school 
in Chibok, Nigeria while 
they were sleeping. The ter-
rorists burned the school to 
the ground and then drove 
the girls away into the for-
ests that border Cameroon. 
It has been confirmed that at 
least 53 girls have escaped 
but the remaining number 
of girls still missing is un-
known as the school enroll-
ment records are still being 
reviewed. The girls were 
Christian and Muslim but 
all of them were seeking 
higher education in order 

to seek a career in medicine, 
law, education or other val-
ued professions.  

Among swelling panic 
and despair, Nigerian Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan 
spoke about the situation 
on May 4, "Wherever these 
girls are, we'll get them out," 
he said. He discussed the 
government’s efforts to lo-
cate the girls and called for 
cooperation from the par-
ents of the kidnapped girls. 
As time passes since the at-
tack on the school, the gov-

ernment has not proven to 
provide solutions. Reports 
have indicated that some of 
the girls have been sold into 
marriage to the militants for 
a fee equitable to $12. 

It is assumed that this was 
an assault on women’s edu-
cation because under their 
version of the Sharia Law, 
women play a role that is 
strictly limited to the house-
hold. It is thought that they 
should not be educating 
themselves but serving the 
needs of their husband and 

children. While Nigerian au-
thorities have taken weeks 
to publically respond to the 
abduction, many activists 
around the world are ral-
lying for help. The slogan 
“Bring Back Our Girls” has 
become popular on social 
media and seen on many 
signs held in protests in cit-
ies like Los Angeles, New 
York, Montreal, Stockholm, 
Dublin, Paris, London, Cape 
Town, among many others. 
Activists around the world 
are criticizing Nigeria’s in-
action and even internation-
al bodies’ unwillingness to 
offer support as well. Paki-
stani education activist Ma-
lala Yousafza, 16, said “The 
international community 
should think about these 
girls because this is a part 
of our community and if we 
forget these girls, it's like we 
are forgetting our own sis-
ters, our own people." 

International journalist for 
The New York Times, Nicholas 
Kristof offered a comparison 
between other world events 
and the Nigerian mass kid-

napping. He writes: “While 
there has been a major inter-
national search for the miss-
ing people on Malaysian 
flight MH370, and nonstop 
news coverage, there has 
been no meaningful search 
for the even greater number 
of missing schoolgirls.” 

While many people have 
grown weary of the world’s 
mysteries or disasters, there 
are over 200 girls who are 
now being enslaved for 
seeking knowledge and mo-
tivation to change the world. 
This kidnapping has sent a 
message to many African 
parents that it is dangerous 
or not worth it to send their 
daughters to school. Fur-
thermore the message that 
change is needed has not 
reached the Nigerian gov-
ernment or the UN. Malala 
Yousafza adds, "I want to 
make a request to the gov-
ernment of Nigeria that they 
should take it [the education 
of girls] seriously, that they 
should take action, because 
in the end we will lose a 
whole generation."Abubakar Shekau, leader of the group of kidnappers 

(Photo: BBC News)
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Post Punk with Patrick: Circa Survive cover

.Sara Torgerson 
Arts Editor 

Record Store Day, 
known of by only 
a handful of mu-

sic listeners was held Sat-
urday, April 19 this year.  
Of the many records un-
veiled, indie label Robotic 
Empire put together a Nir-
vana In Utero Tribute Al-
bum. Circa Survive is one 
of the twelve bands paying 
tribute to the third and fi-
nal Nirvana album. 

Circa’s take on “Scent-
less Apprentice” is very 
similar to the original, the 
only differences being the 
timbre of Anthony Green’s 
voice, and slight instru-
mental variations during 
the noise-filled bridges of 
the song. 

The first thirty seconds 
of the song sound nearly 
identical, with the drums 
possessing the deep, 
heavy reverb sound of the 
original, while the distor-
tion-thick guitars blaze 
through the power chords 
with feedback. Anthony 
Green’s vocals enter at the 

first verse as the first ma-
jor difference in the two 
versions. Green’s voice has 
a similar heat and grungi-
ness to Cobain’s, however 
Green’s voice is slightly 
more nasally and breathy. 

The octaves featured 
during the bridge fifty 
seconds into the song are 
more defined and clearer 

than the Nirvana version.  
Cobain’s insanely harsh 
and most likely peaking 
screams that follow the  
bridge sit much quieter 
in the Circa track, and are 
therefore much less irritat-
ing. This makes the track 
more accessible to listen-
ers surprised by In Utero’s 
massive stylistic differenc-

es to Nirvana’s previous 
albums.

The song returns to 
sound like a convincing 
copy of the original un-
til 2:08 in, following a re-
peat of the “Go away, Get 
away!” screaming section. 
In the original version, the 
guitars break down into 
a sludgy and distorted 

tuning-like sound, that 
seems to be designed to be 
pretty unpleasant to the 
ears. Circa’s instruments 
are far more tonal here 
but equally as bizarre and 
somewhat dissonant, the 
combination of which is 
reminiscent to Circa origi-
nals.

Overall, the Circa Sur-
vive cover of In Utero’s 
second song “Scentless 
Apprentice” is incredibly 
similar to original Nirvana 
song, as they retain the 
intensity of the original 
track and stick to the form 
created by Kurt Coban, 
Krist Novoselic, and Dave 
Grohl. There are a few in-
strumental and vocal dif-
ferences, however, they 
make the song less harsh 
and more approachable to 
the common listener.

In Utero: In Tribute can 
be found on Robotic Em-
pire’s bandcamp page (ro-
boticempire.bandcamp.
com). Other featured art-
ists include Thursday, Cer-
emony, and Jay Reatard.

Dear Reader, 
This is the last 

Smart Art article 
I’ll write you and the last 
time you’ll see an Arts 
section in The Q. The past 
couple of years writing for 
The Quindecim has been 
my pleasure. I hope all 
who read this have en-
joyed reading my articles 
as much as I’ve loved writ-
ing them. That said, I will 
start this final article.

What type of art will 
you make? I’m not talking 
about physical manifesta-
tions of art like sculpture 
or painting, but a meta-
physical art. The type of 
art that is intention and 
creation. The art that is 
solely your own medium 
and is entirely up to you to 
put out into the universe. 
This art is your passion, it 

is the small rings of change 
that you as a person will 
make –big or small, posi-
tive or negative.

These are the thoughts 
that keep me up at night. 

What is my art? Though 
I’m not entirely sure what 
I’ll put out into the world, 
I find that this is the time 
for figuring it out. As I 
leave college, I realize that 

this is the transition that 
forces my peers and me 
to look at our lives and 
act. This is a time in life 
where we can’t tread wa-
ter without drowning. So, 

long-winded as this is, 
and not about traditional 
art, I wonder what your 
medium is? Are you living 
your life with a sense or 
artistry? Are you creating 
something by learning, or 
meeting new people, find-
ing a job, finding a lover, 
falling in love, or doing 
anything that qualifies as 
living life? Or are you a 
passive bystander of life –
an anti-artist. 

If that is the case, I chal-
lenge you to do something. 
I encourage you to live life 
creatively, to practice the 
art of living. Get inter-
ested, become interesting, 
and put your art into the 
world, whether its making 
sculpture, finding a job, or 
helping people. Just make 
art because by doing so 
you bring people together  
– and isn’t that what art is 
supposed to do in the first 
place?  

Circa band members (Photo: Google Images)

LEGO sculpter building models to personify life experiences (Photo Google Images)



OP/ED THE QUINDECIM 9

“Blackfish” stirs controversy
.Andrea Phillipedes

Contributor

Friday, May 9, 2014 

Scoop’s Corner: School’s out
.Samantha Cooper

News Editor

Growing up, I was  
fascinated by mam-
mals, both on the 

land and in the sea. I have 
visited zoos, aquariums, and 
marine parks in my young 
life. Some of my favorite 
memories as a child occurred 
at these places, whether it be 
swimming with dolphins in 
Hawaii or watching the kill-
er whales perform at Shamu 
Stadium in SeaWorld Or-
lando. I was always acutely 
aware that these habitats 
at zoos and marine parks 
were a bit small for certain 
animals, but I never really 
thought about it in great 

depth.
Over this past summer, I 

was browsing YouTube and 
stumbled across a trailer for 
“Blackfish,” a documentary 
which shines an unfavorable 
light on SeaWorld and ma-
rine parks around the world 
that hold killer whales in 
captivity. The film is a time-
line of events that have oc-
curred from the 1970s until 
2010, when SeaWorld Senior 
Trainer Dawn Brancheau 
was tragically killed by Tili-
kum, the largest orca in cap-
tivity (12,500 lbs), during a 
Dining With Shamu show at 
SeaWorld Orlando. 

“Blackfish” gives an hon-
est and rather gruesome in-
side look at the lives of killer 

whales in captivity – an 
inside look that SeaWorld 
has for so long successfully 
covered up. Public records, 
footage and interviews with 
former SeaWorld trainers, 
behaviorists, neurologists 
and marine biologists help 
shape the anti-captivity 
message of the film. 

Not only does the viewer 
learn about the mistreatment 
of the orcas, which include 
withholding food, separat-
ing families and cramped 
living conditions, but also 
how intelligent orcas are. 
According to neurologist 
Lori Marino, an MRI of an 
orca’s brain revealed that or-
cas have a limbic system in 
their brain more developed 

than humans. In short, this 
MRI suggests that orcas pos-
sess an emotional conscious-
ness that may be stronger 
than our own. Evidence is 
backed up from disturbing 
footage of mothers and their 
calves being separated both 
in the wild and in captivity. 

The viewer also sees the 
frustration orcas experi-
ence in captivity; the orcas 
“rake” one another with 
their teeth when they fight, 
and they lunge at the train-
ers, sometimes even pulling 
them underwater for several 
minutes. In the wild, there 
has never been a record 
of an orca causing harm 
to humans. Whale expert 
Dave Duffus describes kill-
er whales in the film as “an 
animal that possesses great 

spiritual power, not to be 
meddled with.”

After my initial viewing 
of the film, I was hysteri-
cal. Not only was I deeply 
saddened by the mistreat-
ment of these intelligent and 
beautiful creatures, but also 
angry about the cover-ups 
by marine parks regarding 
whale-trainer incidents. In 
every instance of a death at 
these parks, marine parks 
have blamed the trainer for 
not doing something cor-
rectly or an error with tim-
ing. The ones they truly 
need to blame are them-
selves. Orcas do not belong 
in small, concrete pools, and 
it is not our place to disrupt 
the lives of these animals for 
the purpose of cheap enter-
tainment.   

Where has the time 
gone? It’s the 
end of the school 

year. Finals are coming. I’m 
practically a sophomore. 
Can somebody explain to 
me how this happened? 
Sometimes I feel as though 
I just got here and I’m still 
the girl who gets lost try-
ing to find the entrance 
to Hoffberger. It feels as 
though the beginning of 
the year was a lifetime ago. 
That’s probably because so 
much has changed in the 
past nine months. 

I know that I’m a dif-
ferent person now, but 

I’m not sure why and I’m 
not sure how. I just know 
something is different. 
Is it that I’m not living at 
home? Is that I’m in charge 
of myself, my food intake, 
my laundry, etc? Is it that 
weekends are dedicated 
more to homework than to 
friends? Is it that I’m slow-
ly becoming an adult and 
the process is so slow that 
I’m not even realizing it? 
Part of me doesn’t want to 
recognize that I’ve grown 
up. Adulthood and self-
sufficiency are only three 
years away now. That’s 
not very long. I probably 
shouldn’t think about it.

I should focus on my 
summer plans – my in-

ternship, what movies 
I’m going to see, what 
books I’m going to read, 
when I’m going to see my 
friends, what I’m going to 
do for my birthday – the 
fun things. It’s nothing too 
exciting, but considering I 
spent my whole summer 
last year doing nothing, 
it will be good to be pro-
ductive again. I’m really 
looking forward to every-
thing, but I am going to 
miss Goucher while I’m at 
home. I’ve missed it dur-
ing the Thanksgiving, win-
ter and spring breaks, so I 
know I’m going to miss it 
during the summer.

I won’t miss the home-
work, or the food, or my 

over-heated dorm room, 
but I’ll miss the atmo-
sphere, the freedom, the 
people, and The Q.  At least 
I know most of these will 
be waiting for me when I 
return, but some won’t. 
Some of the people I’ve 
met will be graduating and 
going on to the next stage 
of life, like grad school, 
or jobs, or whatever else 
people do after college. 
But that also means there 
will be a whole new crop 
of people when I return. 
And my next step to world 
domination will begin... 
Forget you heard that.

See you all in the fall.

The Quindecim welcomes 
letters to the editor or guest 

columns from all members of 
the Goucher College com-
munity. Submissions must 
include the author’s name, 
subject, e-mail, phone num-

ber and address for purposes 
of identification.

The Quindecim does not 
publish anonymous letters or 
letters that are promotional 
in nature. The Quindecim 

reserves the right to edit let-
ters and guest columns for 
length, clarity and style, as 

well as the right to withhold 
letters based on the discre-
tion of the editorial board. 

Letters to the editor or guest 
columns express the opin-

ions of their authors and not 
necessarily the views of this 

publication.

Letters Policy

The views expressed in The 
Quindecim’s opinion sec-
tion do not reflect the be-
liefs of the publication.  
     It is our publication’s belief 
that under the First Amend-
ment, writers on our opinion 
page have the right to voice 
unpopular opinions and the 
privilege to either agree or dis-
agree with the majority. Letters 
to the editor and guest contri-
butions help preserve the right 
of students at this college to 
discuss and challenge what 
can often times be disliked. 
     We encourage all contribu-
tions to The Quindecim in re-
sponse to any article you find 
between our pages.

From the 
EditorsUmoja fashion show a success

.Jonathan Trauner
Staff Writer

This year’s Umoja 
Fashion Show graced 
Goucher’s Hyman 

Forum on Saturday, May 
3, and based on the huge 
turnout, I think it’s safe to 
say that the show was a 
huge hit. From out-of-this-
galaxy dance moves by the 
many talented students of 
the dance team to the old-
school finesse of the hip-
hop team, the 2014 Fashion 
Show had it all.

Two moments really stood 
out to me: the Step Team’s 
riveting and graceful step 
performance and the amaz-

ing runway performances 
that featured incredibly tal-
ented dancers and models. 
International Essence was 
completely in sync, and the 
models’ glitter and outfits 
were incredible.

I used to think that glam-
our was mere artistry. I 
never looked into the love, 
grace, and emotional power 
that dance and step told. I 
feel like I have been enlight-
ened through the courage of 
the human soul and spirit.

The incredible choreog-
raphy created a fire and 
ice effect, and this amazing 
force pulsated back into the 
audience directly. That force 

of synchronization came 
entirely from all the par-
ticipants, from the rap artist 
and models, to the stage di-
rectors and photographers. 
When the hip-hop team said, 
“Ready team,” I was proud 
to call myself a Gopher. The 
fashion show models, par-
ticipants, photographers, 
and coordinators taught me 
that without teamwork, our 
world would be nothing.

The forces of good and 
evil constantly battle, but 
it is through passion and 
bravery that we keep good  
alive. The courage necessary 
to take on a battle requires 
the fire of human passions 

and the love of all artists 
and life changers through-
out our world. At the end 
of the night, when everyone 
was cheering, it was clear 
that everyone felt united in 
celebration of the end of a 
great year. I always believed 
in the power of movements 
and togetherness. When 
the stage is set, and the 
lights shine down, that’s 
how you’ll be remembered. 
When the stage is set, and 
the lights of faith lift you up 
through your presence, that 
faith will always move oth-
ers. And that is one way you 
can leave indelible impacts 
on your world forever.
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Reflections from The Q senior editors

.Sarah Pardus
Chief Copy Editor

Friday, May 9, 2014 

.Jaclyn Peiser
Editor-In-Chief

It was my third week at 
Goucher when I decid-
ed to get involved with 

The Q. At my first meeting, 
I pitched two features ar-
ticles, a news article, and 
a freshman column. They 
gave me one of the feature 
stories and the column. 
Thus began the beginning 
of a transformative, essen-
tial, and defining experi-
ence to my time at Goucher. 

I have learned so much 
from this newspaper: How 

.Christopher Riley
Associate Editor

From the first edu-
cation class I took 
freshman year to 

field work this semester, 
it’s hard to believe what 
I thought would happen 
in college versus what 
actually happened. Com-
ing off yearbook and the 
newsletter in high school, 
I vowed to take these four 
years off from journalism, 

Four years ago, I 
walked into The Q 
office terrified. I en-

joyed writing, but I didn’t 
want people to judge me. 
I was intimidated by the 
editors and afraid to speak 
up or write any articles. I 
wrote less than five news-
paper articles during my 
first two years at Goucher, 
instead copyediting hun-
dreds of others.

It wasn’t until I became 
the chief copy editor that it 
clicked for me. I was more 
confident in my writing af-
ter reading everyone else’s. 
I loved sports and began 
writing athlete profiles, a  
beat that became mine.

Senior year, I stuck with 
my role as chief copy edi-
tor, but I stepped further 
out of my comfort zone. I 
actually opened my mouth 
at the meetings, I wasn’t 
afraid to walk into The Q 
office, and I wrote articles 
outside of the sports sec-
tion that I knew and loved. 
I connected with people I 
otherwise would have nev-
er known. I found a place 
for myself at Goucher out-
side of being an athlete.

My time with The Q 
started my fresh-
man year with an 

interview with Billie Weiss, 
then editor-in-chief of The 
Quindecim. Imagine an in-
terview about writing a col-
umn with a senior who wore 
wingtip shoes – intimidating, 
to say the least. But some-
how, four years later, I’m still 
writing a food column, albeit 
one that has morphed into 

.Kathryn Walker
Co-Features Editor

.Ryan Derham
Co-Global Editor

When I try to re-
member the per-
son I was when 

I moved into Goucher Col-
lege my freshman year, I 
can’t really. Change hap-
pens so slowly, I couldn’t 
tell you the moment I be-
came a confident writer, a 
passionate learner, a deter-
mined tennis player. The 
accomplishments we’ve all 
made are important, and 
the goals we’ve yet to reach 
are not there to taunt us. 

.Sara Torgerson
Arts Editor

The past couple of 
months I have been 
trying to practice the 

art of leaving college with 
a certain sprezzatura. I find 
that this is damn near im-
possible. My time at Gouch-
er has been… well… forma-
tive. Who I am as a person 
today has been the result of 
the forming, shaping, and 
reshaping of my character 
by friends, classes, profes-
sors, and of course, extra-
curricular influences like 

.Christine Cherry
Arts Editor

I have really enjoyed my 
time working on The Q! 
I was really fortunate to 
be taken in with open 
arms despite being new 
this year. I always looked 
forward to the meetings, 
laughs, and spelling er-
rors. It was a great run!

.Jessica Hallstrom
Co-Global Editor

I remember my first Q 
meeting in the first 
few weeks of fresh-

man year – sitting in the 
back of the office on the 
big couch, I was so ex-
cited to get a chance to 
write for the student pa-
per. Though I’ve had var-
ious degrees of involve-
ment with The Quindecim 
over the past four years, 
I have the same passion 
for it now as I did during 
that first meeting. I hope 
that the upcoming years 
will bring it the recogni-
tion that it deserves and 
that The Q will continue 
to be a respected outlet 
for students to voice their 
opinions and hone their 
talents as journalists.

to work with difficult peo-
ple, how to take and respond 
to criticism, how to be an ef-
fective leader, how to stay 
organized and productive, 
and how to put out a news-
paper every two weeks. But 
most importantly, I have 
learned that being a jour-
nalist is something I am 
meant to do when I gradu-
ate. I look forward to attend-
ing Columbia University’s 
Graduate School of Journal-
ism this August, honing and 
developing the skills I have 
learned through The Q. 

Although the job of Editor-

in-Chief can be stressful, 
tough, and unappreciated, 
it has been overwhelm-
ingly rewarding. I am so 
thankful that I have had 
the opportunity to work 
with such an amazing and 
supportive editorial staff 
and that our faculty advi-
sor, David Zurawik, has 
been an invaluable source 
of guidance and support. 
But, I am even more thank-
ful to the previous Quinde-
cim editors, who saw my 
potential and allowed me 
to move up the ranks.

They are there to drive us 
forward. Seniors, we may 
be unsure of ourselves, but 
there are things we take for 
granted everyday. When 
things become stressful, 
remember those things we 
are so fortunate to have. 
Lastly, a quote, because we 
are never too old to believe: 
“And above all, watch with 
glittering eyes all around 
you, because the greatest 
secrets are always hidden 
in the most unlikely places. 
Those who don’t believe in 
magic will never find it.”
-Roald Dahl

writing and editing for The 
Q. 

I started writing for The 
Q last year when the Ecce 
Homo wall fresco crisis in 
Spain happened. I thought 
the whole Jesus mural de-
bauchery was hysterical and 
needed to write something 
in response. Since that first 
article, The Q has become a 
constant labor of love, and an  
every-two-weeks reminder 
to reflect on Arts and a source 
of stress when chasing after 
writers to get their articles in 
– I mean you Patrick. 

The Q has been a source 
of laughter, support, and 
brought me together with 
some of my favorite people. 
Allison Panetta ‘13 thought 
up the title of my column, 
Smart Art, last year on the 
office couch. In the office it-
self, there have been a lot of 
new friends, laughs, tears, 
stress, and perspectives 
changed, but like college, it 
is now time to leave The Q 
and to pass it on to the next 
generation of students who 
will make their own memo-
ries.

something that encompasses 
more than just food. “Gouch-
er Eats” reflects my growth  
concerning culture, food sci-
ence, and more. I have been 
given a space to express my 
thoughts, experiences, and 
recipes. And through this 
editing experience, I have 
come to form friendships 
with fellow wordsmiths and 
Gophers that have made 
this fourth and final year at 
Goucher year such a memo-
rable one. Merci beaucoup!

being a leader, and doing 
all of the crazy things I 
used to do in high school. 
Do I regret it? Of course 
not. Would I do it again 
the same way? Maybe. Do 
I think I’m a more well-
rounded person for push-
ing through it all? Yes.

I can’t begin to tell you 
how much the friends I’ve 
made here mean to me and 
can’t begin to tell you how 
many feelings I have com-
ing to the realization that 

there will be some people 
I won’t ever see again. It 
actually makes me a lit-
tle sad. I hope that those 
people feel somewhat the 
same feelings. Graduation 
is 18 days away, there’s 
nothing I can do about 
that, and while I can’t 
wait for it to get here, I 
know it’ll be one of the 
hardest days I ever face.

All I can do now is what 
do every day… Take over 
the world! 

The Quindecim staff members at the year end party (Photo: Nora Morgan)
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.Jordan Javelet
Opinion Editor

The first time I en-
countered Brandy 
Melville brand cloth-

ing, I was at a PacSun in 
California with my sixteen-
year-old cousin Justine. 
Several crop tops and skirts 
from the brand’s sum-
mer fashion line were on 
display at the front of the 
store, and Justine immedi-
ately reached for one of the 
crop tops and started coo-
ing to my aunt about how 
cute it was.

It was a simple black crop 
top. It probably took less 
than one square yard of fab-
ric to make. The fabric was 
a blend of cotton, spandex, 
and rayon. It was nothing 
special, and I assumed that 
Brandy Melville was just 
one of those elite California 
brands that charged twen-
ty bucks for something I 
could get for four dollars 
at Forever 21 or H&M. I 
figured that the value was 
in the brand name, not the 
clothing itself.

Being the adamant non-
conformist that I am, I de-
termined that Brandy Mel-
ville was not the fashion 
line for me. I perused the 
clearance rack at the back 
of the store until my aunt 
told us that it was time to 
go. Justine didn’t buy any 
of the Brandy clothing; my 
aunt assured her that they 
would order the clothes 
online later. Noticing that 
Justine hadn’t even tried on 
any of the clothes, I asked, 
“How will Justine know 
what size to order? Maybe 
she should just try on one 
of the skirts.”

Justine just smiled. “No, 
Brandy does this really 
cool thing where it’s all 
one size!” I furrowed my 
brow, surprised that a ritzy 
California brand would 
sell their clothes one-size-
fits-all, but I thought it was 
pretty cool. I assumed that 
was some positive state-
ment about body image.

I didn’t realize how 
wrong I was. Six months 
later, I was at a PacSun in 
Denver, and I decided to 

go in just to see if anything 
caught my eye. There was 
a Brandy Melville display 
right at the front of the 
store, and on the display 
sat a cute cream-colored 
skirt. Even though I was 
hesitant to try on anything 
from the designer line, it 
was cute enough that I de-
cided I would set aside my 
self-righteousness and see 
if I liked it. After all, it’s 
not like it isn’t going to fit, I 
thought. They’re one-size-
fits-all.

The skirt didn’t fit. It was 
too tight. I was confused. 
Maybe I had picked up a 
skirt from a different brand 
that was in the wrong place 
and it was a size too small 
for me. Maybe Brandy Mel-
ville had started using siz-
es. I pulled off the skirt and 
looked at the tag. “Brandy 
Melville,” it said. “One 
size.”

One size. Not one-size-
fits-all. Just one size. In that 
moment, I felt strangely of-
fended. The tag may as well 
have said “one size is the 
only valid size worthy of 

wearing our clothing, and 
you are not that size.” I was 
disgusted. I couldn’t imag-
ine how my little cousin, 
who is about my size, must 
have felt when the Brandy 
Melville clothes she had or-
dered online showed up at 
her house and didn’t fit.

I find it offensive that a 
line of clothing is essen-
tially telling their target 
audience of girls between 
the ages of 14 and 22 that 
they can only wear Brandy 
Melville clothes if they fit 
the company’s supposed 
“right” size. And it’s dis-
appointing to know that 
rather than getting angry 
about it, teenage girls con-
sider Brandy Melville a 
status symbol: “I’m skinny 
enough to wear Brandy. My 
body is the perfect size.”

I don’t mean to assert that 
all girls who can fit into 
Brandy Melville clothes 
are superficial or without 
compassion. Girls who fit 
into Brandy Melville cloth-
ing and like the look have 
every right to do so. We 
should all be able to wear 

clothes that fit us and make 
us feel good. But there 
are a lot of girls who are 
beautiful and worthy who 
will never be able to wear 
Brandy outfits, and some 
who will hurt their health 
trying to get to that “ideal” 
weight, so that they can. 

So while exclusivity 
might be a good marketing 
strategy to sell clothing, I 
think it is irresponsible of 
the company to contrib-
ute to body dysmorphia 
in teenage girls by mak-
ing them feel like they 
aren’t worthy of “being in 
the Brandy club” because 
they weigh more than 115 
pounds.

It makes me sad to think 
that Brandy Melville is tell-
ing my little cousin that her 
body isn’t good enough, 
but it makes me feel a little 
bit better when I hear her 
refer to the line as “BM.” 
As much as I hate to resort 
to toilet humor, I can’t help 
but feel like in this case, 
it’s well-deserved – and 
honestly, they walked right 
into that one.


