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Valone examining an athlete. (Photo: Megan Meluskey)

BOX SCORES: 
Fall Sports Game Results

Volleyball
• •

Field
Hockey
• •

Men’s 
Soccer• •

Women’s
Soccer
• •

Women’s 
Cross Country
• •August 29th

Baltimore 
Metro Meet:
4th Place

August 30th
Goucher: 2
Eastern Men-
nonite: 0

September 6th
Goucher: 2
Bryn Mawr: 0

September 9th
Goucher: 0
Lancaster Bi-
ble: 5

August 29th

Goucher: 1
Hood: 0

August 31st

Goucher: 1
Haverford: 3

September 
3rd

Goucher: 1
Haverford: 0

September 6th

Goucher: 2
Neumann: 1

September 9th

Goucher: 2
Stevenson: 3

September 5th

Goucher: 1
Stevenson: 3

September 6th

Goucher: 0
Bridgewater: 3

Goucher: 1
Johns Hopkins:3

September 9th
Goucher: 3
Wesley: 0

.Madeline St. John 
Staff Writer

Volleyball Team welcomes new
head coach

Enter the front 
doors of the Stu-
dent Recreation 

Center (SRC). Navigate 
through narrow corridors, 
past workout equipment, 
past students doing sit-ups 
on the floor, up and down 
stairs. You will come upon 
a door. It will most likely 
be on the left. Through this 
door, you will be greeted 
by the young and friendly 
face of Coach Kelli Wilkin-
son. 

Don’t let her youthful ap-
pearance fool you. Gouch-
er’s new volleyball coach is 
seasoned and experienced. 
Prior to coming to Goucher, 
she coached for 12 years at 
St. Paul’s School for Girls, 
for 8 years at Notre Dame 
(Md.), and for two years 
at Stevenson. “It’s my pas-
sion,” she says, a glow in 
her eye. “I’ve been coach-
ing for over 20 years.” 

In Goucher’s women, 
Coach Wilkinson sees a fu-
ture full of possibility. “It’s 
a great group of girls and 
a small team, so they will 
all get a lot of minutes [of] 
playing time. And there is a 
lot of potential recruiting-
wise.” 

Last weekend, the team 
challenged Stevenson, 
Hopkins, and Bridgewater 
in the Greg Giovannazzi 
Memorial Tournament. 
Coach Wilkinson is proud 
to represent Goucher. “I am 
thrilled to be here, working 
with a great group. I am 
looking forward to build-
ing a winning program.” 

Luckily, the team seems 
to be just as excited for the 
season. According to team 
captains Hannah Kuehl 
and Michelle Tweedie, 
Coach Wilkinson has some 
winning qualities, she is 
“straight-forward, encour-
aging,” and “approach-
able.” In her, they see po-
tential for change. “It’s a 
really positive environ-
ment,” says Kuehl. “I can’t 
think of a better word for it 
than positive.” 

“She believes in us,” 
says Tweedie. Kuehl and 
Tweedie, who have been 
on the team the past two 
years, are enjoying Coach 
Wilkinson’s direction. “She 
cares about us,” says Kue-
hl. “Not only as players, 
but as students, as friends. 
She takes in all aspects.” 
“And she took us to the 
movies!” adds Tweedie, 
with a laugh. “10 points, 
right there!” 

The team has enjoyed 

each other’s company in a 
number of settings: partici-
pating in a scavenger hunt, 
going to a movie, and hav-
ing lunch together. “When 
you spend time together 
outside of practice, you can 
relax and get to know each 
other,” says Coach Wilkin-
son. “You see each other in 
a different light.” And since 
volleyball season is a short 
and intense two-and-a-half 
months, the team must 
come together quickly.

Even after 20 years, 
Coach Wilkinson has not 
grown weary of doing 
what she does. “I wanted 
to give back to a game that 
gave so much to me,” she 
says. “I want to inspire 
these girls to give back.” So 
far, Coach Wilkinson seems 
to be achieving this goal.  
According to Kuehl and 
Tweedie, they “just love 
to come in and play.” “It’s 
a support system outside 
of school,” says Kuehl. “It 
is really nice to have that 
support system away from 
home. And we get to do 
something we love every 
day.” 

“The more passionate 
you are, the harder you’ll 
play,” says Coach Wilkin-
son, with a smile. “I love 
getting them to love the 
game.”

The Volleyball Team with Wilkinson, back row, second from left (Photo: Rachel Brus-
tein) 
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It is hard to over-
look President José 
Bowen’s presence 

around campus. Students 
may see him playing on 
the “Gouchester United” 
intramural team, walking 
his dogs, attending sports 
events, participating in 
Goucher Pilates, or com-
muting from the Presi-
dent’s House to the Presi-
dent’s Office. While many 
Goucher students have 
questions for Dr. Bowen, 
he has responded with just 
as many questions for the 
community.   “A college is 
a very complicated organ-
ism,” he stated in an in-
terview earlier this week. 
“The details are more 
complicated than what ap-
pears to happen. The same 
is true for public safety or 
for the people who clean 

the bathrooms. What are 
their interests? What mat-
ters most? Sometimes the 
answer is easy and some-
times it’s not, but my job is 
to hear as much as possible 
and to listen carefully and 
try to figure out where we 
can find common ground 
and make easy changes.” 

As students see changes 
in admissions, orientation, 
study abroad, financial aid, 
and technology—questions 
of Goucher’s identity and 
purpose come to mind. 
Bowen notes that many of 
these differences don’t call 
for easy changes and will 
need committees to look at 
the larger issues at hand. 

One of these easier 
changes was the Internet. 
Bowen wrote in an email 
regarding the Internet that 
the upgrade was the num-
ber one request from stu-
dents so they invested in a 

new upgrade this summer. 
The Internet outage that 
affected students on Sep-
tember 7 was not an issue 
with Goucher’s internet 

or equipment but the out-
side internet service pro-
vider. Students have seen 
the wireless units being in-

On August 19th 
the Interim Asso-
ciate Provost for 

International Studies, Eric 
Singer, sent out an email to 
all staff members regard-
ing a change to the vouch-
er system for study abroad 
programs. The changes 
will begin with this year’s 
freshmen, who, rather than 
receiving the standard 
$1200 voucher will need 
to apply for the Goucher 
Global Grant. This new 
grant will allow financially 
disadvantaged students 
to apply for up to $2500, 
which will be used to cover 
travel expenses.

The grant is the creation 
of Singer, Provost Marc 
Roy and President José 

Bowen. Roy said, “The 
vouchers had a built-in 
unfairness. The system 
should be a more fair sys-
tem.” He explained that the 
original voucher system 
was designed to cover the 
price of travel, regardless 
of where a student was go-
ing or their economic sta-
tus. The new system, in his 
words, is “a more equitable 
arrangement.”

Singer emphasized that 
Goucher was neither cut-
ting the study abroad re-
quirement, nor was it cut-
ting any programs. He also 
said there were talks about 
changing the program last 
year, but “no specific poli-
cy” was actually discussed. 
When asked whether the 
changes had anything to 
do with current economic 
issues, Singer said, “Every-

thing has to do with eco-
nomic issues… It would be 
irresponsible not to notice. 
The college as a whole re-
quires us to pay attention 
to the bottom line.”

Roy also bought up eco-
nomic issues as one of the 
contributing factors to the 
change. He also said, “The 
college is always looking to 
make study abroad costs as 
low as possible.” However, 
there would not be huge 
difference between the 
amount of money Goucher 
currently spends on study 
abroad and the amount it 
will spend.  He added that 
it would be hard to tell how 
the new system will work 
out until this year’s cur-
rent freshmen go abroad in 
their junior or senior year. 
“We can always change it,” 
he added, “We’ll figure out 

what went wrong and what 
needs to be adjusted.”

“Our hope is that it won’t 
have a negative effect,” 
Singer said. “There will 
be less of a hardship for 
families that have financial 
need issues.

The application process 
will not be difficult. A stu-
dent will need to simply 
check off a box when fill-
ing out their study abroad 
forms and the Financial Aid 
Office will help determine 
if they qualify and if so, 
how much. Students who 
choose to study abroad in 
non-traditional countries 
will have a better chance 
of receiving grant money. 
Non-traditional countries 
are any countries outside 
of Europe. Students in the 
U.S. and at Goucher tend 
OIS cont. on p. 3

José Bowen (Photo: Google Images) 
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stalled in their dorms but 
it hasn’t been clear what 
the benefits of that up-
grade have been yet. Bow-
en says that the major Wi-
Fi upgrade will be ready in 
few weeks and that it will 
significantly increase the 
speed and reliability of the 
Internet. Concerning the 
changes in the library’s In-
formation Commons and 
computers, the President 
wrote “The priority was 
put on Wi-Fi for everyone 
and a strategy to move to a 
more connected and more 
mobile campus. We clearly 
have much to do in up-
grading spaces and tech-
nology.”

On the path of upgrading 

the campus, Goucher has 
launched a task force led 
by Dean of Students, Bryan 
Coker, along with an archi-
tectural firm, to look into 
replacing the Stimson din-
ing and residential halls. 
Bowen said “I do know that 
housing and Stimson are a 
priority. That didn’t take 
very long [to figure out].” 
At this point, the college 
is asking many questions 
again about what Goucher 
requires of a new dorm: 
What would the building 
look like? Should there be 
singles, doubles or suite 
style living? What kind of 
communal spaces should 
be on each floor and should 
they include recreational 
facilities, ping pong tables, 

a lap pool, or separate 
study rooms? How many 
students should live there 
and should it be a fresh-
man only dorm or open to 
all students? “I think we 
have to do it fairly quickly 
because the building needs 
work and I don’t want to 
have to do work and tear it 
down. The not knowing is 
always the hardest thing.”  

One of the most pressing 
issues is low enrollment. 
Bowen admits that the 
college needs to return its 
enrollment levels where it 
was a few years ago, which 
would fulfill Goucher’s 
master plan. The plan calls 
for 1,600 undergraduate 
students as the college has 
the room to house, feed, 

from BOWEN p. 1

The orientation pro-
gram for all first-
year and transfer 

students experienced sig-
nificant changes this year. 
The biggest change  was 
the choice to drop sum-
mer orientation, which 
usually was held in the be-
ginning of June.  Another 
change was dropping the 
early immersion programs. 
Christine Krieger, Associ-
ate Director of the Office 
of Student Engagement 
(OSE) said that attendance 
at summer orientation had 
been low in recent previ-
ous years. Billy Daly ’16, 
one of two Orientation 
Committee (OC) co-chairs 
explained, “to offset that 
change, we had everyone 
come back a day early.” 

Beginning orientation a 
day early gave students 
more time to get to know 
one another before classes 
started. Kiera McCarthy 
’15, Chair of OC noted that 
this also gave students 
“extra time to settle into 
Goucher’s community…
[and] help every student 
feel welcome.” Although 
early immersion had been a 
positive experience for stu-
dents in previous years, it 
sometimes created a divide 
between students who had 
and who had not partici-

New orientation experience ensues for first 
-year and transfer students 

.Rachel  Brustein
Editor-in-Chief

pated in early immersion 
once the actual orientation 
program started. 

Goucher Connects, a day-
long program during the 
Friday of orientation, gave 
students the opportunity to 
volunteer in Baltimore with 
their fellow classmates, the 
OC, and the Connections 
Peer Facilitators. Though 
the program did not in-
tend to serve as a replace-
ment for early immersion, 
Daly explained, “we [OC] 
wanted to give everyone a 
similar immersive experi-
ence and an opportunity 
to get hands-on…[and] 
take a break from orienta-
tion.” No other college in 
the Baltimore area does a 
program like this on such 
a large scale, which makes 
Goucher unique. 

McCarthy added that 
Goucher Connects allowed 
for “peer facilitators and 
the new students an oppor-
tunity to get to know one 
another and the Baltimore 
community.” Annabeth 
Lucas ’16, another co-chair 
of OC, said that through 
Goucher Connects, the OC 
“hoped to create an ex-
perience that was much 
more fulfilling and memo-
rable…than simply stroll-
ing the Inner Harbor.” This 
enabled students to see a 
specific aspect of the city, 
rather than just a tourist 
destination. Lindsay John-
son ’05, Associate Direc-
tor of Community-Based 
Learning (CBL) articulated 
one of the goals: “connect 
first-year students to one 
another through collab-

orative work,” and that 
this was not just “a day of 
service.” Krieger, who co-
ordinates the majority of 
the orientation program, 
said that Goucher Con-
nects “made a huge impact 
on orientation,” and hopes 
to continue the program. 
Cass Freedland, Director 
of CBL, worked to create 
the partnerships with the 
organizations for Goucher 
Connects, and is planning 
to continue these partner-
ships throughout the aca-
demic year. 

Saturday night, OC and 
Goucher Student Govern-
ment (GSG) collaborated 
on a new social event, First 
Night in the Ath. Several 
clubs and organizations on 
campus sponsored interac-
ORIENTATION cont. on p. 4

and teach that amount. 
Goucher is not alone in 

seeing a slight decrease 
in enrollment. There is a 
demographic shift in the 
nation: there are fewer 
18-year-olds and conse-
quently fewer students 
applying to college. Addi-
tionally, Bowen cites that 
Baltimore, and the East 
Coast in general, are be-
ing depopulated largely 
because of residents relo-
cating to the South and the 
West. 

Students participate in an activity during First Night in the Ath (Photo: Zoe Malkin) 



*...means responsible person un-
known

The college policies cited in this report are available 
at the following links:

Student Code of Conduct and Sexual Misconduct Pol-
icy:

goucher.edu/legal-counsel/all-policies-and-proce-
dures-a-z/

        Academic Honor Code:  
goucher.edu/academics/academic-honor-code

The Quindecim is granted access to information about 
violations of the Goucher College Code of Conduct and 
Academic Honor code. The information is compiled by 
Laurie Burton-Graham, Goucher’s Executive Vice Presi-
dent and General Counsel. This report is comprised of 
incidents that occur during the two weeks leading up to 

each issue of 
The Quindecim. 

Public Safety Incident Reports 
August 25, 2014- September 5, 2014

PUBLIC SAFETY BLOTTER
NEWS THE QUINDECIM 3

Alcohol Violation
- Intoxicated student- no medical transport 

Drug Violation(s)
- In two incidents 4 students found with marijuana; one 
incidentincluded a fire safetly violation (detached smoke alarom 

Fire Safety
- Alarm activiated in Hoffberger. Uknown cause. 

Harassment
-Student complaint of harassment via email and social media by 
another student
-Student complains of verbal sexual harassment by another student

Injury/Illness/Medical Emergency
-Student under the influence of alcohol and drugs transported to 
hospital
-Student under the influence of alcohol and talking about suicide 
transported to hospital
-Student taken to hospital for dizziness
Student who fainted transported to hospital

Theft
-Theft of “Welcome to Goucher” tent sign

Vandalism/Removal/Destruction of College Property
-Broken window (Lewis)
-Fire extinguisher evacuation (Tuttle)
-Damaged exit sign (Lewis)

Vehicle Incident
-Student struck by vehicle on York Road

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT DECISIONS
-Student found responsible for damage to college property - 
charged $477 in damage/labor costs
-Student found responsible for possession of marijuana & drug 
paraphernalia and a fire safety violation - received Disciplinary 
Probation for fall ’14, parental notification, $400 fine, substance 
abuse evaluation 
-Three students and two guests found with marijuana & drug 
paraphernalia 
-Host student found responsible for Social Host, marijuana use/
intended use, possession drug paraphernalia – received $150 fine, 
parental notification, 1000 word reflection paper, follow-up meeting 
with hearing officer
-Student 2 found responsible for marijuana use/intended use – 
received $150 fine, Educational Conference, parental notification
-Student 3 found responsible for marijuana use/intended use – 
received $150 fine, 500 word reflection paper, parental notification
-Student found responsible for violation of the social host policy as 
a result of a guest discharging a fire extinguisher – student’s guest 
privileges revoked for the remainder of the fall semester, charged 
$115 in damages

ACADEMIC HONOR CODE DECISIONS
None

Friday, September 12, 2014 

to gravitate towards pro-
grams in countries like 
England, Spain and France.

Singer said, “These coun-
tries are closest to America, 
culturally and academi-
cally. We are trying to high-
light other countries.” Stu-
dents who choose to study 
in Europe, however, will 
not be penalized.

Goucher remains the only 
school the United States 
that requires all students to 
study abroad. The school 
offers over sixty programs 
in thirty-two countries 
and six continents. Some 
of the countries are: Eng-
land, France, Spain, Italy, 

Norway, Argentina, China, 
Serbia, Ghana and Russia. 
Besides semester-long pro-
grams, Goucher also offers 
Intensive Courses Abroad, 
(ICA) which last around 
three weeks, and which 
change from year to year 
depending on the cost and 
the number of students in-
terested. This year, Gouch-
er added two new ICAs: 
one in Amsterdam and 
another that goes to Japan 
and Taiwan.

from OIS p. 1

College responds to offensive 
emails sent to members of grad 
department

.Rachel  Brustein
Editor-in-Chief

On August 31, 
Goucher president 
Jose Bowen sent 

out an email to the college 
community explaining 
that “three very disturbing 
email messages containing 
racist language” had been 
sent to students, staff, and 
faculty in the Graduate 
Programs in Education. 
The first two of the three 
emails referenced were 
sent on August 26, and the 
third was sent on August 
29.

 Both Public Safety and 
the Baltimore County 
Police Department (BCPD) 
were notified. Richard 
Puller, the Director of 
Public Safety, said that on 
the day the emails were 
received, “Goucher Col-
lege officials…reached out 
to the parties involved to 
advise that we were aware 
of the emails.” Puller also 
added that no more of 
these emails have been 
sent since August 29, and 
the police are continuing 
to investigate. 
Bowen made it clear that 

these emails had not come 
from a Goucher email ad-

dress, but rather someone 
pretending to be from 
Goucher with the email 
goucherfaculty@gmail.
com. He also stressed the 
importance of notifying 
Public Safety if one were 
to receive another email 
with offensive content. 
Additionally, Bowen 
encouraged students to 
attend last week’s “Listen 
in/Speak Out” discussion 
about race and the recent 
incidents in Ferguson, 
Missouri, and to use the 
discussion as an opportu-
nity to further our campus 
discourse on race. 

Hillel welcomes students to its 
renovated space 

.Victoria Russell
Chief Copy Editor

HILLEL cont. on p. 4

As students re-
turned to Gouch-
er College this 

fall, many noticed the 
beautiful new Hillel space 
located across from Stim-
son Dining Hall. The reno-
vations were a few years 
in the making, but Hillel is 
very happy with how the 
space turned out. “It has 
been a process of two or 
three years,” says Rabbi 
Josh Snyder, Goucher Hil-
lel Executive Director. “To 
be more specific, this par-

ticular renovation effort 
got started last summer in 
2013. One particular donor 
helped with the Chai Cam-
paign.” Chai directly trans-
lates to 18 in Hebrew; the 
number of years the Gouch-
er Hillel has been around. 
The students agree that 
it was time for a change. 
“Hillel has evolved over 
the past few years and [this 
new space] seems like this 
is a testament to this transi-
tion,” says senior class rep-
resentative Eli Kaufman.

Private donations from 
four donors helped to 

transform this space, in-
cluding Frona Brown, 
class of 1964, “who made 
a transformative gift,” says 
Snyder. The lounge will 
be named and dedicated 
to Esther Ann Brown, her 
daughter. There were also 
three other alumnae/i who 
made this possible: Beth 
Goldsmith, class of 1972, 
Fern Karesh Hurst, class of 
1968, and Earle and Joanne 
Linder, parents of the class 
of 2013. 

The Hillel hired interior 
designers Tammy Hey-
man and Suzanne Levin-
Lapides to help design the 
space. However, the Hillel 

Happy 
Birthday, 
Marlee! 

Interested in plac-
ing a birthday ad? 
quin@mail.goucher.
edu
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is almost complete, the Hil-
lel is going to be hosting 
a number of open house 
events. Student leaders are 
going to set up a welcome 
desk during lunch hours, 
inviting students into the 
space, as well as prospec-
tive families. 

“Hillel wants to provide 
a new place for the Gouch-
er community to come 
together for intercultural 
and inter religious com-
munity,” Snyder says. This 
semester, the Hillel is going 
to be hosting movie nights 
on Mondays and game 

nights on Wednesdays. 
During the second Tues-
day of the month, the Hil-
lel will also be sponsoring 
Hillel Happy Hour with 
different snacks and activi-
ties for students. Kaufman 
also stresses that anyone 
is welcome in the Hillel 
space. “You don't have to 
be Jewish to participate in 
Hillel events or to enter 
and enjoy the space. Hillel 
has social justice program-
ming. Hillel has education-
al programming. Hillel has 
social programming. There 
is so much for everyone to 

do.“ The space will also be 
available for other clubs on 
campus to reserve and use. 

This spring, the Hil-
lel is hoping to hold a for-
mal dedication in the new 
space once all the work has 
been completed. The Hillel 
is also still collecting do-
nations from alumnae/i. 
They are doing a “Sponsor 
a Chair” program, where 
young alumnae/i can help 
to sponsor a chair in the 
new space for a donation. 

In addition to the new 
space, the Hillel has also 
undergone staffing chang-

es. Karin Hassin is the 
full time Israel coordina-
tor, connecting students 
to Israel. Rachel Plotkin 
is the new Jewish student 
life coordinator, working 
with the different student 
boards and leadership 
committees. 

For a student who may 
know nothing about the 
Hillel, Snyder says, “Come 
visit. If you’re curious, if 
you’ve never walked in be-
fore, come do your home-
work.” 

tive activities, giving first-
year and transfer students 
a sampling of what oppor-
tunities there are at Gouch-
er.  In the past, one of the 
only social events at orien-
tation was a dance, which 
did not appeal to everyone. 
Lucas said that this event 
was able to “create an en-
vironment for first-years 
[and transfers] to mingle,” 
where dancing was still an 
option. Daly, who was a 
key player in developing 
the event, said that instead 
of Taste of Towson, a pre-
vious orientation event, 
the OC and GSG wanted 
to give students “a taste of 

Goucher, and that’s why 
we wanted to work with a 
bunch of different clubs.” 
In the past, students’ first 
exposure to clubs was at 
club rush, which doesn’t 
“give you a chance to see 
what they [the clubs] do 
before you commit to at 
least getting emails from 
them,” Daly added. 

McCarthy, Daly, and 
Lucas stayed on campus 
throughout the summer 
to plan the program with 
Krieger. McCarthy said 
that this included serving 
as a “liaison between the 
committee and Christine…
[and] planning the Orien-
tation Committee’s train-
ings.” 

 While there can be 

from ORIENTATION p. 2 an overwhelming amount 
of information presented 
to first-year and transfer 
students at orientation, 
Daly explained that what 
he believes are the most 
important takeaways are 
not necessarily remember-
ing all of the information, 
but being able to recognize 
the resources available on 
campus and “to identify 
some key people in each 
of those departments that 
they know they can go to.” 
Lucas elaborated on how 
orientation can serve sev-
eral purposes for differ-
ent people. “For some it is 
simply a way to meet new 
people…[and] for others it 
is an academic godsend as 

they meet with advisors, 
various departments…and 
staff.” 

 Anna Bloomfield ’18, 
“really enjoyed Goucher 
Connects because we got to 
make new friends and bond 
over how gross the com-
post was.” Three first-year 
students agreed that the 
more relaxed events were 
more fun than the more 
structured events because 
it gave them the opportu-
nity to have conversations 
with people without being 
pressured to move onto an-
other activity. 

Looking forward, Daly 
would “love to continue 
and expand First Night 
in the Ath” as an orienta-
tion event. Though it is too 

early to say whether or not 
all of the changes that were 
made this year will stick, 
McCarthy said that some-
thing wonderful about ori-
entation is that “we [OC] 
can easily get feedback 
from students and make 
changes as necessary.”  

wanted to make sure the 
students had input into the 
design and the elements 
of the new space. “We had 
a meeting for students to 
design furniture, colors, 
tables, etc. and to vote on 
it all,” says Snyder. Hillel 
also received a major up-
grade in terms of technol-
ogy. Students decided that 
they wanted a Smart TV, as 
well as a Deer Park water 
cooler, and a glass board, 
which will be installed 
soon, to display events. 

Now that the new space 

from HILLEL p. 3

Chantelle Abadie ‘15 and Giselle Rotenberg ‘16 enjoying lunch in the new Hillel 
space (Photo: Rachel Brustein) 



.Ruby Tucker
Staff Writer
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How was your 
time abroad? It’s 
the question that 

most find completely rea-
sonable to ask; however the 
question that I can’t bear 
to truly answer. Whenever 
I am asked that question I 
feel an ambushed blur come 
over me. A quick slideshow 
of my yearlong life in Ber-
lin and adventures around 
Europe speeds through my 
mind. I can’t find the words 
to describe or transfer my 
experiences to someone 
else in just a simple answer. 

However, with a generic an-
swer I reply: “it was amaz-
ing.”  I wish it were another 
way, and I wish the ques-
tion were less vague. Often 
times I get it from acquain-
tances, people who I haven’t 
spoken to in a year. It starts 
with an odd look down Van 
Meter, and then the realiza-
tion that I have been liv-
ing a whole other life hits 
them; well at least it stares 
me right in the face. We then 
go about our hellos and I 
almost always say: “I was 
in Berlin for the past year,” 
just to ease the discomfort 
when they don’t remember 

Reflecting on a year abroad 

I have spent the past 
four years studying 
memory. It has become 

an obsession, and quite hon-
estly a burden. I carry the 
memories of lives not my 
own—Holocaust survivors, 
Rwandan genocide survi-
vors, the Acholi people of 
Northern Uganda, and Pal-
estinians—and yet they are 
a part of me, becoming the 
lens through which I view 
the world. To disregard the 
way history intertwines is 
to disregard the power of 
choice and our ability to be 
intimately woven into lives 
far removed from the ones 
we live.   

“I know how it feels when 
you enter into a cemetery. 
And I’m so sorry that this is 
the first place we will visit 
today,” Abu Arab says to us 
as we stand in Saffuriyya, a 
village outside of Nazareth. 

His words paralyze me. 
They are the words of Rivka, 
the Holocaust survivor I in-
terviewed sophomore year. 
Sorry, she said. Sorry you 
have to hear my story.  

I grip the iPad and focus 
my eyes on the screen, un-
able to watch the scene in 
Saffuriyya unfolding before 
me. Behind the gaze of the 
lens, I am protected. My first 
interview with Rivka comes 
to my mind. Assigned the 
task of filming, I had sat be-
hind the camera and quietly 
cried, grateful she could not 

A Place Cleared of Memory
.Gabrielle  Spear

Contributor

The Christmas tree next to Mary’s well in Nazareth 
(Photo: Gabrielle Spear) 

where I have been and for 
how long. Not to say that I 
expect them to know; how-
ever, the past few weeks 
have been sort of a catch up 
period. 

I understand that I am 
now dealing with the reper-
cussions of deciding to live 
abroad for the past year. 
Suddenly I am a senior in 
a community where I was 
last a sophomore, my advi-
sor has gone on sabbatical 
without telling me, one of 
my best friends graduated 
a year early, Julia Rogers is 
now an actual building, and 
Pearlstone is unexpectedly 

selling Indian food, bags 
of carrots and rice-cakes. 
Not to give you a detailed 
list of all of the changes in 
my life or things I have re-
cently noticed; however, the 
fact of the matter that life 
post-abroad isn’t always a 
picture perfect transition, 
should be noticed around 
our community. The real-
ity is that people and places 
change and as mind-blow-
ing as that is and as much 
as I have dealt with this 
throughout my personal 
life, it is something I am go-
ing to continue to deal with 
as I try to re-navigate the 
new person that I am and 
how that fits in with my old 
life in Baltimore. 

I know that it will take 
some time to re-establish 
my identity as well as come 
up with a better answer or 
way of describing my time 
abroad, since as of right 
now it is incoherent. How-
ever, when I was talking to a 
fellow senior about my back 
from abroad piece that you 
are reading now, his answer 
to the question I asked in 
the beginning of the article 
made me feel a little better. 
His response: “You’ve got 
a cigarette, a box of wine, 
and 42 minutes? This one 
is going to be a doozy.” Still 
laughing as I write this, it is 
nice to know I am not the 
only one who replies with a 
mysterious answer.

see my tears.
On the evening of July 

16th, 1948, Saffuriyya was 
attacked by bombs. Three 
hundred Israeli soldiers 
stormed the village. In the 
middle of Ramadan, the 
people of Saffuriyya, seven 
thousand in number, fled 
their homes with empty 
stomachs. By three o’clock 

in the morning, Saffuriyya 
no longer existed; Saffuri-
yya was now “Zippori,” a 
Hebrew pseudonym for the 
destruction that remained. 
But I do not hear Abu Arab’s 
words. Instead, I hear Rivka: 
“There were bombs falling 
from the sky,” she said to 
us as she sat at her kitchen 
table, pictures of her fam-

ily exterminated by the Ger-
man task forces hanging on 
the wall. 

Rivka grew up close to the 
Polish village of Lida, which 
was conquered by various 
regimes. Sometimes her 
house was in Russia, other 
times Belarus, and Ger-
many. I wanted to believe 
it was the faulty memory 
of an 89-year old woman. I 
couldn’t comprehend how 
several occupations seemed 
to rise and fall in the span of 
a three-hour interview. 

As I stand in Saffuriyya, 
I suddenly realize we have 
stepped into Abu Arab’s 
Lida. 

Lida means, “A place 
cleared of forest.”

“They planted pine trees 
to make the Eastern Eu-
ropean immigrants feel at 
home,” Sally, one of our tour 
guides, says to us pointing 
out the scattered trees. I pic-
ture the forest of Lida cut 
down and hastily replanted 
in Saffuriyya.  Lida’s name 
is a coincidence, but it puz-
zles me—the way Israelis lit-
erally planted forgetfulness. 

In 1948, Rivka and Abu 
Arab were both refugees. 
Rivka lived in a displaced 
persons camp in American-
occupied Germany. She 
would never return to Lida 
because the Lida she knew 
no longer existed. Abu Arab 
fled Israeli-occupied Saffu-
riyya and escaped to Leba-
non, eventually returning to 
Palestine because his fam-
ily yearned for their home. 
Sixty-six years later, though, 
he remains a refugee in his 

own land, the land we now 
call Israel. The land that is 
now Rivka’s and thousands 
of Jews by right of God and 
birth. 

A week later, we sit in Al 
Mutran, the hotel we have 
called home for the past 
three weeks. I hesitate to 
use the word “home” so 
carelessly. Too many people 
have claimed this land as 
their own, and I do not want 
to be one of them.  

“I’m a physical therapist. 
I know that each person has 
pain,” Ziad explains. He is a 
third-generation Saffuriyya 
refugee living in Nazareth. 
“I treat Holocaust survivors. 
I know these humans’ sto-
ries. I want to bring them to 
my story.”

He tells us of his confron-
tation with Israelis in Saffu-
riyya: “I said to them, ‘You 
are afraid of the story. The 
story is frightening for you, 
I know.’”

I say this to you now, just 
as Ziad said. 

I know my story frightens 
you. It frightens me too how 
easy it is to wipe a people 
off a map. I have tried to 
separate these stories, un-
tangle and compartmental-
ize them, even forget them. 

You may read this story 
and believe I am contradict-
ing myself, possibly betray-
ing Rivka’s trust. You have 
been told that one cannot 
know the stories of the Ho-
locaust and empathize with 
lives of Palestinians as well. 

But I am willing to live 
within these perceived con-
tradictions. 



.Emily Coons
Staff Writer

Faculty Profile: a Q&A with 
Professor Yousuf Al-Bulushi
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This week The Quin-
decim had a chance 
to sit down with 

Professor Yousuf Al-Bu-
lushi, the newest addition 
to the Peace Studies De-
partment. Throughout the 
course of a short interview, 
we were able to find out 
a few interesting things 
about one of the new faces 
at Goucher. 

Q: Where are you from?            
A: I was born in Bahrain. I  
grew up between Bahrain 
and Seattle. However, my 
family is from Tanzania, 
Oman, and Washington 
State. 

Q: How did you discover 
Goucher? 

A: I discovered Goucher 
through the job advertise-
ment that I came across. 
The position in Peace Stud-
ies was advertised through 
the Association of Ameri-
can Geographers. 

Q: What made you want 
to be a professor in the 
Peace Studies department? 

A: I think Peace Stud-

“Boyhood” is a 
film that all 
college stu-

dents should see and ex-
perience as soon as pos-
sible. It is a time capsule 
of our generation and a 
fantastic depiction of who 
we are and who we were 
as American adolescents 
growing up in the 21st 
century. “Boyhood” is a 
coming of age film writ-
ten and directed by Rich-
ard Linklater, known for 
his movies like “Slacker,” 
“Dazed and Confused,” 
and the “Before” trilogy. 
The anticipation for this 
film began when Linklat-
er released that he would 
be shooting a twelve-year 
epic in his hometown of 
Houston, Texas. From 2002 

.Annie Schwartz
Staff Writer

Reel talk with
Annie: “Boyhood” 

Yousuf in his Julia Rogers Office (Photo: Rachel Brus-
tein) 

to 2013, the cast would re-
assemble each summer to 
shoot what was originally 
referred to as the 12 Year 
Project. 

 Linklater wanted to tell 
a story of, “a parent-child 
relationship that follows a 
boy from the first through 
12th grade and ends with 
his going off to college.” 
Cast as that young boy was 
six-year-old Ellar Coltrane 
who would unknowingly 
become the star of one of 
the most ingenious films of 
its time. The only problem 
with casting a six-year-old 
as the star of an ambitious 
twelve-year tale was that 
Coltrane would ultimately 
grow up in ways that Lin-
klater could not predict. 
However, Linklater was 
willing, “to adapt the sto-
ry to whatever [Coltrane 

was] going through.” 
With a rough outline in 

his head, Linklater did not 
bother to write an entire 
script. Scenes would be 
written the night before a 
shoot, incorporating the 
thoughts and ideas of the 
cast into this collaborative 
process. The film begins 
with six-year-old Mason 
Jr. and older sister Sa-
mantha (Lorelei Linklater, 
daughter of Richard) liv-
ing with their struggling 
single mother, Olivia (Pa-
tricia Arquette). Trials and 
tribulations are inevitable 
as we see the family grow 
and change over the years. 

Unlike other films, we 
have never seen charac-
ters grow so drastically in 
such a small span of time. 
The years fly by in a blur 
as certain elements mark 
the progression of time. 
As a prepubescent tween, 
Samantha is seen wearing 
the dreadful outfits from 
Limited Too that we all 
yearned for at some point 
in our lives. Computers 

and antiquated Gameboys 
trigger our memory, while 
music ranging from Blink 
182 to Soulja Boy plays in 
the background. These de-
tailed aspects of the film 
are what make Boyhood 
so pertinent to our gen-
eration. Not only did these 
things influence Mason’s 
childhood, but they influ-
enced ours as well. Com-
parisons do not just stop at 
the cultural and material. 
Relatable issues such as di-
vorce, abuse, adolescence, 
and sex are openly dis-
cussed as Mason continu-
ously attempts to discover 
his true identity. As an au-
dience we can all sympa-
thize with the struggle of 
overcoming adolescence 
and rising to adulthood, 
simultaneously facing our 
fears of the unknown and 
the uncertainties of our fu-
tures. 

Witnessing this growth, 
“Boyhood” is an examina-
tion of the human condi-
tion. The film emphasizes 
the fact that there is no 

norm in society. While we 
may come from many dif-
ferent walks of life, we can 
all relate to both the hard-
ships and achievements in 
life. 

It is clear that “Boyhood” 
is a film unlike any other 
and it is shocking that a 
concept such as this had 
not been explored earlier. 
Perhaps Linklater ’s origi-
nality will spark a new 
trend of showing time pro-
gression in film. Whatever 
the case may be, it will be 
Linklater accredited with a 
sense of originality. After 
its premiere at the Sun-
dance Film Festival 2014, 
“Boyhood” has received 
much critical acclaim. Not 
only is the film recom-
mended for its visuals and 
technique, but also for its 
deep and moving story-
line. “Boyhood” is without 
a doubt one of the best 
movies of 2014, and will 
hopefully receive contin-
ued success as award sea-
son approaches later this 
year. 

ies is an exceptionally ex-
citing field. Firstly, it’s 
interdisciplinary. This 
means you can approach 
problems like peace and 
conflict from many dif-
ferent angles. That’s been 
something especially im-
portant to me. Secondly, 
this particular program at 
Goucher is one of the more 
interesting Peace Studies 
programs. It really embrac-
es that sense of the inter-

disciplinary, and I think it 
puts front and center social 
justice, which this school 
holds quite dear. Thirdly, 
I think the position was 
aimed to focus on urban is-
sues, which is an exciting 
and cutting edge sub-disci-
pline in Peace Studies. So, 
my own scholarship looks 
at urban issues and as an 
urban geographer, this po-
sition in this department 
was particularly appeal-

ing. 
Q: What classes are you 

teaching this semester? 
A: I am teaching an intro-
duction to Peace Studies 
course and an upper lev-
el course- Global Cities, 
Global Slums. 

Q: Is this your first time 
as a professor? 

A: No, I’ve taught before 
at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
which is where I received 
my PhD in geography. 

Q: What are you most 
looking forward to in your 
first semester? 

A: Hmm, developing 
relationship with stu-
dents and seeing them 
grow, watching the ways 
that they inform my own 
thoughts about research 
and teaching, and then see 
what they do out in the 
world. 

So I’m sure it’s no sur-
prise, but Goucher is kind 
of a quirky place. 

Q: Have you seen any-
thing strange or out of the 
ordinary in your first week 
here? 

A: Hmm, I haven’t seen 
anything weird yet. How-
ever, I heard that if you 
venture off into the woods 
you might see some strange 

things, more or less.  
Q: If you had to give a 

first year advice on how 
to succeed in college, what 
would be? 

A: Reach out. Reach out 
beyond your comfort zone. 
Approach your professors, 
go to office hours, get in-
volved beyond the class-
room. The more the con-
nections you make, and 
although I know it may 
be terrifying when first in 
a new environment, the 
more you reach out the 
more you will eventually 
feel comfortable.

Q: Any fun interest of 
hobbies that you want the 
Goucher community to 
know about? 

A: I’m a huge soccer fan. 
I follow Valencia in Spain. 
And I’m always looking 
for a good pick up game. 

Ha, I’m sure our intra-
mural soccer team could 
rise to the challenge. 

Q: Any final thoughts? 
A: No, just really excited 

to be here. I keep telling my 
family and friends from 
the moment I visited the 
campus to when I showed 
up here for my first day of 
work that I’m tremendous-
ly excited for this position 
and for this school.
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Summer; a three-
month hiatus from 
classes and cold, 

the one thing that gets us 
through the last month of 
spring semester, and the 
only thing we talk about the 
first month of fall semester. 
Summer is a story that can 

be told in a thousand ways: 
through the places we went, 
the people we met, or the 
things we did. But I will tell 
the story of my summer in 
fruit. 

My summer was blueber-
ry picking with some of my 
best friends. At a local “pick-
your own” orchard near my 
home a gallon of powder 
blue, quarter-sized berries 

will set you back fewer than 
twenty bucks.  The heat of 
the sun, the thud of berries 
against the plastic bucket, 
and the ease with which the 
ripest ones tumbled off the 
vine made for a perfect Fri-
day morning. The blueberry 
oat cookies made for a per-
fect Saturday night. 

My summer was boxes of 
ripe strawberries, washed, 
cut, puréed, and baked into 
a flawlessly flawed straw-
berry cake, filled with choc-
olate ganache and topped 
with vanilla buttercream 
and delicately toasted co-
conut. Made with love for 
my coworker Marina, who 
worked a double on her 
birthday. 

My summer was fresh 
cantaloupe, sitting in all its 
bright orange glory in gallon 
buckets, just waiting to be 
portioned down to quarts. 
Cold in gloved hands, and 
sweet in your mouth, the 

melon was a welcome addi-
tion to the hundred-degree 
kitchen and to a hundred 
salads of arugula, basil, pan-
cetta, goat cheese, and chive 
crumb. 

My summer was med-
jool dates, thick and plump, 
soaked in water and pureed 
into an impossibly sweet 
paste. Spread onto whole-
wheat dough, sprinkled 
with raisins, nuts, and the 
all-important cinnamon. 
Dates and raisins, rolled up 
and baked into a perfect 
swirl, and devoured while 
still warm. 

My summer was the cor-
nucopia of fruit that is the 
country of Costa Rica. It was 
fresh pineapple and mango 
every morning. Sweet and 
tangy, yellow and bright, 
their juice making the per-
fect syrup for pancakes and 
French toast. Coconut that 
was pulled off of a tree with 
a clothes hanger stuck to 
a pole and cut open with a 
machete (Costa Rica’s Swiss 

Goucher Eats: 100 days of fruit
.Jessica Gude

Features Co-Editor

Goucher College has 
come into a year of 

change. The old ways are 
getting a taste of some-
thing new. Just last week 
GESAC(Goucher Environ-
mental Student Advisory 
Council) announced two 
new co-chairs. Therese 
Neal, Associate Director 
of Operations and Budget 
of FMS has been a mem-
ber of GESAC since its 
conception in 2007. Neal 
has returned as Co-Chair 
after a year’s hiatus. She 
is joined by Gina Sham-
shak, Assistant Professor 
of Economics and adviser 
to Goucher’s Agricultural 
Cooperative. Shamshak 
brings a fresh perspective, 
new ideas, and a commit-
ment to Goucher College 
that matches the commit-
ment of Neal.
The addition of Sham-

shak’s new blood to the 
long-standing GESAC or-
ganization comes at a slight 
cost. The biggest strug-
gle, says Shamshak, is the 
learning curve. “There’s a 

lot to do,” Shamshak states, 
but she indicates that she’s 
ready and able to do every-
thing required in order to 
be an excellent Co-Chair. 
Neal also expresses the dif-
ficulty of balancing all the 
responsibilities of GESAC 
and the Green Fund with 
that of the abundant re-
sponsibilities of her posi-
tion in FMS.
Learning a new system 

isn’t the only worry of the 
new Co-Chairs. With rising 
tuition and departmental 
cutbacks the GESAC team 
is concerned with the in-
herent costs of new pro-
grams and policies. “Do-
ing more with less,” will 
be a common theme for 
GESAC, states Shamshak. 
Although innovation isn’t 
a new concept for the pair, 
“We’re ready to find the 
best way to achieve the 
common goal,” says Neal. 
Further, Shamshak’s eco-
nomic expertise is sure to 
help balance what is most 
economically feasible with 
what is most environmen-
tally sustainable. 
Neal and Shamshak are 

excited for the new aca-

demic year. Neal discuss-
es the opportunities: “We 
want to broaden campus 
involvement and make 
GESAC more inclusive.” 
Shamshak also plays with 
the idea of “expanding 
GESAC’s scope” to more 
students and possibly 
the community outside 
Goucher College. The pair 
also expressed the need 
for GESAC to get back on 
track and start creating 
policies and putting them 
in writing. There is also a 
need for advertisement. 
“We do so much for the 
environment but we strug-
gle to advertise,” says the 
pair. “Goucher is green at 
heart,” declares Shamshak, 
“and it’s about time we 
start telling people.” 
To learn more about GE-

SAC, the Green Fund, and 
what Goucher is doing for 
the environment search 
“Sustainability” on the 
Goucher home page!
Goucher Fact of the Week: 

last year Goucher College’s 
compost program divert-
ed 47.023 tons of its food 
waste out of the landfill to 
transform it into compost.

Tilling it Like it Is:

.Todd Troester
Staff Writer

army knife). Momochinoes, 
bright red and spiky, look le-
thal, but beneath a demonic 
exterior, lurks a sweet fruit 
reminiscent of a grape. Try 
just one and you’ll be grate-
ful that vendors sell them on 
literally every corner. Plan-
tains, ripe or green, cooked 
anyway, slippery and sweet, 
or starchy and delicious.

My summer was apples. 
Apples; devoured during 
five o’clock lunches, the 
halfway mark of a double. 
Apples filling up my shop-
ping basket, weighing down 
my arm, upon every trip to 
the grocery store.  Apples, 
the first thing I sought in 
the airport on the return trip 
from Costa Rica. My sum-
mer was many things and a 
lot of fruit. The places I went 
and the fruit I ate were won-
derful, but my favorite place 
was probably home, and my 
favorite fruit? Apples.

Envy apple (Photo: Google Images) 

The new queens of green
Healthy Liv-
ing: What 
does Gouch-
er have 
against  ex-
ercise? 

. Dani Meir-Levi
Staff Writer  

Am I the only one 
who likes the feel-
ing after an insane 

run? Am I the only one who 
finds exercising and lifting 
to be the one time of the day 
where I don’t have to think? 
Am I the only one who is 
bothered by the decreasing 
hours in the SRC? It’s amaz-
ing that I find myself now 
having to join LA Fitness, 
which is not only inconve-
nient, but is also a financial 
hindrance. In this day and 
age, it is so blatantly obvi-
ous how important exercise 
is to one’s daily routine. In 
college specifically, exercise 
is vital. 

    A recent study at Tufts 
University found that stu-
dents who said they exer-
cised at least 3 days a week 
were more likely to report HEALTH cont. on p. 8

a better state of physical 
health and greater happi-
ness than those who didn’t 
exercise. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services recommends that 
people get at least 60 min-
utes of vigorous physical ac-
tivity most days of the week. 
The Institute of Medicine 
has proven that exercise can 
significantly improve cogni-
tive abilities, academic per-
formance, as well as health. 
If science and medicine are 
recognizing the importance 
of healthy living, why is 
Goucher limiting it? 

    Health and wellness is 
one of the most fundamental 
and critical issues on college 
campuses. Between the lack 
of sleep and heavy amounts 
of stress, Goucher should 
be promoting the idea of a 
healthy life. The decreased 
hours restricts students in 
the time they have to exer-
cise. Not to mention the fact 
that the SRC has been no-
ticeably more crowded due 
to the shortened hours. 

    Time is one thing that 
a student never wants to 
waste. We all have a specific 
time in our day that doesn’t 
involve studying, doing 
homework, watching Net-
flix, or eating almond but-
ter with a spoon (or maybe 
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Global: the Syria conflict
.Clay Berg
Staff Writer

for their own state since the 
end of the Second World 
War. First they fought 
against the governments 
of the countries they live in 
and now, the Islamic State. 
All of these groups are well 
armed and increasingly 
well trained.

In the west, there has 
been an ongoing debate 
on how to handle the situ-
ation. Most foreign policy 
experts, including former 
secretary of state Hillary 
Clinton, agree that arm-
ing revolutionaries before 
Islamic extremists had 
the chance to unify would 
have helped put an end to 
the war sooner. This would 
have ended with more fa-
vorable results to both the 
west and the people of Syr-
ia. The situation is now too 
uncertain to arm any side 
without equipment falling 
into the hands of terrorist 

organizations.
The west has had one vic-

tory in the conflict. After a 
string of chemical weapons 
attacks on mostly civilian 
targets, the United States, 
Iran, and Russia were able 
to remove all declared 
chemical weapons from 
Syria and safely destroy 
them. There could still be 
chemical weapons hidden 
is Syria, but whoever uses 
them would be demonized 
by the international com-
munity and would likely 
face western military inter-
vention.

With the expansion of 
the Islamic State in Iraq, 
the question of Syria only 
becomes more complex. 
The US is now allying 
with Kurdish forces to 
fight the extremists. Both 
Iran and the Syrian Gov-
ernment have voiced sup-
port for American actions. 
This begs the question, are 
the enemies of your en-
emies your friends? In the 

past the US has answered 
“yes,” but in light of the 
clear human rights viola-
tions perpetrated by IS, 
including crucifixion and 
beheading non-Muslims 
in the streets, the US has 
begun bombing IS targets 
in Iraq.

The next step would be to 
expand US military opera-
tions into Syria. Both Israel 
and the United Kingdom 
have voiced willingness 
to conduct air strikes, and 
both have the capacity to 
do so.

Where does this leave 
the people of Syria? In war 
torn and besieged cities 
eating grass to survive; in 
refugee camps in the sur-
rounding countries that 
often lack the most basic 
services and are always 
over-crowded; and all too 
often, killed.

them is the Syrian National 
Coalition (SNC), Pro-de-
mocracy and moderately 
pro western, the members 
of this coalition started the 
militant revolution and 
are generally supported 
by the west. Also combat-
ing the Syrian government, 
but with entirely different 
goals, are Islamic extrem-
ists, many of whom have 
ties to al Qaeda and the 
Taliban. Recently, a group 
known as the Islamic State 
(IS) has emerged. Their 
leadership splintered from 
al Qaeda and they are now 
attempting to establish 
a Sunni caliphate in Iraq 
and Syria. They have made 
major gains in both coun-
tries. Also involved are the 
Kurds. The Kurds control 
land in Turkey, Iraq, Syria, 
and Iran and are a major 
ethnic and political force. 
They have been fighting 

War has been 
raging in Syria 
for over three 

years, and an end to hostili-
ties looks more remote now 
than it did when protesters 
were asking for democratic 
control amid the successes 
of the Arab Spring. After 
the death of over 200,000 
people and the displace-
ment of hundreds of thou-
sands more, little progress 
has been made by any side.

The old regime holds 
power in the capitol of Da-
mascus and most of south-
ern Syria. Rebel groups 
control significant terri-
tories in the north. These 
Rebel groups are, however, 
severely fractured from 
each other and conflict be-
tween them is frequent and 
deadly. Attempting to unite 

New Doctor, new season 
. Siobhan Dempsey

Staff Writer

On August 23, a 
new series, usu-
ally known as a 

season, of “Doctor Who” 
premiered. The term “se-
ries” is used for the “Doctor 
Who” seasons from 2005 
on to avoid confusing these 
seasons with the early sea-
sons from 1963—89.  At the 
end of last series, the time 
travelling Doctor (then 
played by Matt Smith) “re-
generated,” or changed his 
appearance, allowing the 
Doctor to now be played 

by Peter Capaldi in what is 
known as the Doctor’s 12th 
regeneration. He would ac-
tually be the 13th regenera-
tion, but this is due to a re-
generation played by John 
Hurt being added in be-
tween the 8th regeneration, 
played by Paul McGann, 
and the 9th regeneration, 
played by Christopher Ec-
celston, in the 50th anni-
versary special that aired 
last year. On a historical 
note, the concept that the 
Doctor could “regenerate” 
was created when the orig-
inal Doctor, William Hart-
nell, couldn’t continue in 

the role any more and the 
producers needed to figure 
out a way to continue the 
show without him. 

It’s time to go back to the 
present decade: on August 
23rd, 9.17 million British 
viewers tuned in to see 
how Peter Capaldi would 
fill the shoes of the twelve 
men who came before him.

In this episode, the am-
nesiac and confused Doc-
tor (Capaldi), having just 
regenerated, his traveling 
companion Clara Oswald 
(Jenna Coleman) and their 
time machine (called the 
TARDIS or Time and Rela-

that’s just me). My point is 
that everyone has a differ-
ent schedule. For the athletic 
department to significantly 
decrease the hours of the 
gym is extremely inconsid-
erate to the student body. If 
it’s a cost issue, it would be 
a better idea if some money 
were to go towards increas-
ing the hours of the SRC 
instead of wasting it on ran-
dom 24 mile per hour signs 
along the road. For those of 
you who are lost without 
your daily run, lift, or occa-
sional visit to the SRC, I will 
be starting a petition to have 
the hours better suited to 
students’ needs. Let’s make 
Goucher a healthy campus!

New SRC Hours 
This Semester:

Monday-Friday: 
9am-9pm

Saturday-Sunday:
Noon-9pm 

tive Dimension in Space) 
end up in Victorian London, 
accidentally taking a T-Rex 
along with them.  The duo 
meet up with private detec-
tives Madame Vastra, a liz-
ard woman from the dawn 
of time, Jenny, her human 
wife, and Strax, a war fo-
cused alien soldier. They 
solve the mystery of why 
people in Victorian London 
(and eventually the T-Rex) 
appear to be spontaneously 
combusting. Without spoil-
ing the ending entirely, the 
solution to the mystery is 
an excellent callback to a 
series two episode.

 Capaldi’s Doctor is 
grumpy, Scottish and ex-
ceedingly likely to take 
unwarranted potshots at 
his companion. Even with 
that annoying habit (which 
may be a writer’s quirk) 
the 12th Doctor comes off 
as intelligent and funny 
due to the way that Capal-
di fully inhabits the charac-
ter. Peter Capaldi grew up 
loving Doctor Who, and it 
shows. In summary, I was 
a bit disappointed with the 
writing in this episode but 
I have hope for the show 
to improve in the future 
based on how well Capaldi 
did in this episode.

from HEALTH p. 7

Peter Capaldi, the new Doctor (Photo: Google Images) 
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Life, as seen on TV
.Jordan Javelet

Contributing Editor

Today as I was 
walking through 
Best Buy, one of the 

biggest televisions in the 
store caught my eye. It was 
a Samsung LED television 
that boasted a 65 inch dis-
play, vibrant color defini-
tion, and an image quality 
that made the video of New 
York City that was dis-
played on the screen look 
as real as if I were actually 
in New York. But what re-
ally caught my eye—in 
fact, the only reason I even 
bothered stopping—was 
the fact that the television 
was curved. 

     A salesman approached 
me and started listing off 
the details of the televi-
sion (as if a college student 
could possibly afford the 
$3,000 price tag), and I lis-
tened even though I wasn’t 
really interested in making 
a purchase. I just wanted to 
look at the pretty picture 
of New York for a few sec-
onds before continuing on 
my way. 

     As I was brainstorming 

ways to make a quick es-
cape from the salesman, he 
said something that caught 
my attention: “Really,” he 
said, “this is the best image 
quality out there. In 

fact, with the color en-
hancing technology in this 
device, it gives you a pic-
ture that is better than real 
life.”

     If there was any phrase 
that was going to convince 
me not to buy that televi-
sion, it was that one. And 
worse yet, as I studied the 
image on the screen, which 
had switched to a color-
ful view of Prague, I was 
tempted to agree with the 
salesman. The reds were 
brighter, the blues richer. 
The definition made every 
window in the city visible 
in a way that the human 
brain could never process 
even as the eye saw it, and 
the cars on the street took 
on a spectacular, lively po-
tential as they sped through 
the city and wove between 
buildings. 

     Suddenly, in the middle 
of Best Buy, I was having an 
existential crisis hinging on 
the existence of a television 

that makes a picture that 
is better than real life. If I 
could purchase a television 
like that, there would be no 
point in traveling or even 
in leaving my house, right? 
I would be able to sit on 
my couch and display an 
image of the Great Barrier 
Reef, and I wouldn’t have 
to get a SCUBA certification 
or be worried about all the 
animals that would prob-
ably be trying to kill me 
as I swam around the Aus-
tralian waters. I could dis-
play the summit of Mount 
Everest without having to 
fly across the world and 
actually climb it. Worst of 
all, I could play a sitcom 
on the screen and stay in 
my house pretending that 
I had actual friends. Af-
ter all, the picture is better 
than real life, right? Why 
even bother with real life if 
I can get a better picture on 
a screen?

     Spelled out this way, 
it’s obvious that there are 
flaws in this sort of reason-
ing. Despite the fact that 
people are making televi-
sions with displays that are 
better than real life, I’m sure 
we can all agree that there 
is an important distinction 
between real life and what 

technology suggests real 
life might be. Anyone on 
Instagram knows that so-
cial media would be dull 
and pointless without fil-
ters, owns that the whole 
network is an exercise in 
posturing as more interest-
ing than you really are. In 
fact, the more you look at 
any sort of technology, the 
more it feels like technol-
ogy reduces real life into a 
series of images.

     In 1928, René Mag-
ritte painted a work called 
“The Treachery of Imag-
es” (French: “La trahison 
des images”) in which he 
painted a pipe and cap-
tioned it “Ceci n’est une 
pipe.”: “This is not a pipe.” 
Perhaps for the next few 
years, people will remem-
ber that televisions and 
Facebook and the internet 
are not real life, and per-
haps for the next few years, 
people will maintain their 
interest in real-world liv-
ing. But it is not hard to 
imagine a world in which 
people stop thinking this 
way; as Chuck Klosterman 
says in his book “Eating 
the Dinosaur,” “We are la-
tently enslaved by our own 
ingenuity, and we have 
unknowingly constructed 

a simulated world...the 
benefits of technology are 
easy to point out...but they 
do not compensate for the 
overall loss of humanity 
that is its inevitable conse-
quence.”

     Technology raises 
important questions of 
authenticity and truth. A 
television can display New 
York City in a beautiful 
and artistic (read: color en-
hanced) way, but what is 
shown on the screen can-
not convey the energy of a 
hundred thousand people 
walking shoulder to shoul-
der down Fifth Avenue. It 
cannot convey the human 
spirit of New York City. 

     Maybe the Best Buy 
salesman was right: a 
curved television can pro-
duce an image that is better 
than real life. But I do not 
want my life to become a 
series of images on a col-
or-enhanced LED display, 
curved or not. I want to 
walk down Fifth Avenue. 
I want to touch the shoul-
ders of the people I pass. I 
want to make contact with 
humanity.

ALS Ice Bucket Challenge: too #trendy?
.Sarah  Hochberg

Opinion Editor

Over the summer, 
a new charitable 
organization hit 

the Facebook “trending” 
ticker. The ALS Ice Bucket 
challenge went viral dur-
ing summer 2014, convinc-
ing 2.4 million Facebook 
users to douse themselves 
in icy water for the good of 
the cause. Users would get 
a bucket filled with water 
and ice cubes, and dump 
it on their heads or donate 
$100 to the ALS Associa-
tion. Then they nominate 
2-4 friends to do the same. 
In my opinion, this is a 
wonderful public advocacy 
campaign, and other chari-
ties should follow suit. To 
date there have been 2.4 
million Facebook posts 
and 3.7 million videos up-
loaded with the hashtags 
#ALSicebucketchallenge 
and #icebucketchallenge 

(www.bbc.com).
The posts and videos 

are meant to raise aware-
ness and donations for the 
Amyotrophic Lateral Scle-
rosis (ALS) Association. 
ALS, often referred to as 
“Lou Gehrig’s Disease” 
is a neurodegenerative  

disease that affects nerves 
in the brain and spinal cord. 
The motor neurons slowly 
die and the brain loses the 
ability to initiate and con-
trol muscle movement. Pa-
tients in later stages of this 

disease can become totally 
paralyzed. Early symp-
toms of ALS often include 
muscle weakness, speech 
problems, and difficulty 
swallowing or breathing. 
When muscles begin to at-
rophy, they no longer func-
tion proper-

ly and can look “thin-
ner”.(www.alsa.org) 

      Skeptics of the #icenu-
cketchallenge argue it’s too 

trendy, people are being 
environmentally waste-

ful, and it’s not actually 
helping. I argue that the Ice 
Bucket Challenge is, in the 
end, doing much more pos-
itive than negative for the 
cause and other charities 
should strive to attempt a 
similar media fad. I’ve seen 
videos of people using rain 
water, cold shower wa-
ter, or substituting an “ice 
bucket” with sand or grass 
to raise awareness about 
one of California’s worst 
droughts in history. There 
are eco-friendly ways of 
fulfilling the challenge. 
I also agree that this is a 
short-lived movement, but 
it’s getting the job done. 
Donations to the ALS As-
sociation have gone from 
$2.7 million to $98.2 mil-
lion over the course of a 
summer. 

Similar organizations in 
Britain have also received 
these benefits. Sure, this 
will probably not continue, 

and yes, people are not 
giving from the goodness 
of their hearts, but the ALS 

Association is still receiv-
ing higher donations than 
ever before. Big-time celeb-
rities and local families are 
opening their wallets for a 
cause that could truly use 
the money. It may not be a 

“genuine” charitable gift, 
but the money is still be-
ing raised for research and 
other aide.

  Getting people who are 
not personally affected by 
a disease to donate their 
extra spending money is no 
small feat. And while there 
are criticisms and draw-
backs to the challenge, 
I believe that in the end 
the Ice Bucket Challenge 
has brought much needed 
funds to a worthy cause, 
and other charities should 
strive towards creating a 
similar media buzz.

A group taking on the Ice Bucket Challenge (Photo: 
Google Images)
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The Quindecim welcomes 
letters to the editor or guest 

columns from all members of 
the Goucher College com-
munity. Submissions must 
include the author’s name, 
subject, e-mail, phone num-

ber and address for purposes 
of identification.

The Quindecim does not 
publish anonymous letters or 
letters that are promotional 
in nature. The Quindecim 

reserves the right to edit let-
ters and guest columns for 
length, clarity and style, as 

well as the right to withhold 
letters based on the discre-
tion of the editorial board. 

Letters to the editor or guest 
columns express the opin-

ions of their authors and not 
necessarily the views of this 

publication.

Letters Policy

The views expressed in The 
Quindecim’s opinion sec-
tion do not reflect the be-
liefs of the publication.  
     It is our publication’s belief 
that under the First Amend-
ment, writers on our opinion 
page have the right to voice 
unpopular opinions and the 
privilege to either agree or dis-
agree with the majority. Letters 
to the editor and guest contri-
butions help preserve the right 
of students at this college to 
discuss and challenge what 
can often times be disliked. 
     We encourage all contribu-
tions to The Quindecim in re-
sponse to any article you find 
between our pages.

From the 
Editors

Scoop’s Corner: “The Giver”

.Noah Kahan
Staff Writer

.Samantha Cooper
News Editor

I’m gonna miss you, Genie

Most of you 
have probably 
read the book, 

“The Giver.” It’s the chil-
dren’s version of “1984,” 
and “Brave New World,” 
and the predecessor of 
all Young Adult dystopia 
novels. Which are appar-
ently a huge thing right 
now, and I wouldn’t mind 
if there weren’t so many 
love triangles! It’s getting 
ridiculous...

  The book version of 
“The Giver” had the slight-
est tinge of a romance, 
in that 12-year old Jonas 
develops a crush on his 
friend Fiona, but these are 
promptly eliminated with 
pills designed to take care 
of that issue. The book is 
mainly about a boy real-
izing that everything that 
he knew is wrong; there 
is a thing called color, an-
other called music and in 
the time before there were 
Communities, people lived 
with their biological par-
ents and siblings, and they 
felt things: both good and 
bad. Jonas learns about 
all these things from the 
Receiver of Memory, who 
he calls the Giver, because 
he is being trained to take 
his place. It’s an amazing 

book, full of symbolism 
and emotion. It’s terrible 
to see Jonas go through so 
much and make such dif-
ficult decisions, especially 
at such a young age.

The movie ages Jonas up 
to about sixteen, and has 
him played by a twenty-
three year old (I get it. 
You’ll get more people if 
he’s hot but other than 
that, why?)

This makes all his actions 
seem more ridiculous, and 
idiotic in the film.

It also makes his feelings 
towards his friend Fiona 
more intense, and a bit 
odd especially considering 
that most of the time, she 
really doesn’t know what 
he’s doing. The concept of 
kissing and affection is ab-
solutely foreign to her.

  The movie also changes 
around some of the most 
basic plot points of the 
novel, in  order to make it 
more “action-oriented.” 

The action happens in 
the last third of the mov-
ie, and seems to exist only 
to make the movie more 
marketable to the “tween/
young teen” crowd. 

For example, in the nov-
els, pills are distributed 
only to block out romantic 
feelings while in the movie 
injections are given to all 

citizens in order to block 
all emotions. 

  There are other book-
to-movie differences: the 
movie incorporated an un-
needed villain, the Chief 
Elder, whose only goal 
was to stop Jonas, while in 
the book, the Giver (and 
therefore Jonas) was al-
ways contacted by the El-
ders before they made any 
major decisions and that 
the identifying “Giver” 
mark was changed from 
light eyes to a birth mark.

 If you would like to 
compare the two, read the 

book and go out to see the 
movie. You will see major 
differences. While I under-
stand that books and mov-
ies are two different medi-
ums, I feel as though they 
could have tried harder 
with “The Giver,” espe-
cially since they’ve been 
working on a film adap-
tation for ages. It’s dis-
appointing to wait for so 
many years, only to get a 
movie that won’t even be 
remembered by next sum-
mer. Percy Jackson fans, I 
now know how you feel...I 
never want to go through 
this kind of pain again.

Robin Williams 
was many things 
to many people. 

He was a stand-up come-
dian, an actor, and an all-
around good person. But 
he had a secret persona, 
following him wherever he 
went. Robin Williams was 
severely depressed. De-
pression has grim effects 
which present themselves 
in many different forms, 
and our society can stig-
matize those it affects. This 
included Robin Williams, 
who suffered from alcohol-
ism. The sad reality is that 
many people use alcohol to 
self-medicate their depres-
sion. 

 

Self-medication is a se-
rious way someone with 
depression can induce self-
-harm.  

Robin Williams had also 
recently been diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s, which 
could have led to a sig-
nificant increase in his de-
pressed feelings. Illness 
can be both physical and 
mental. Tragedy and Com-

edy often go hand-in-hand. 
That is, those with a come-
dic gift often have tragic 
lives. Robin Williams was 
an extreme example of this 
phenomenon. He was a 
man with a beautiful gift, 
the ability to touch hearts, 
and make others who were 
suffering smile. But he was 
also a man with a curse, he 
walked around with deep 
sorrow.

 On August 11, 2014, Rob-
in Williams ended his life, 
but this did not remove 
him and his penchant for 
making us smile from the 
world. In fact, his death 
saw a re-emergence of 
many of his films and his 
specials. Robin Williams’ 
death was tragic in that it 
removed a comedic genius 
from our midst. Williams’ 
comedic genius transcend-

ed his deep sorrow.
    Despite his dark and 

sad exit from the world, 
Robin Williams will always 
be remembered as someone 
who cured the emotional 
pain of others through his 
comedy. It takes courage to 
put on the facade that he 
did, and bravery to be able 
to make other people hap-
py despite his own pain. 
Let us remember Robin 
Williams for the comedy 
he brought into the world 
and the genius he strived 
to show us.

Need help? Call 
1-800-273-8255

National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline

Just want to talk? 
443-632-7799 

Goucher 
Peer Listeners

Robin Willaims (Photo: Google Images) 

“The Giver” movie poster (Photo: Google Images) 
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For the first time in 
Goucher history 
the field hockey 

team will travel abroad to 
strengthen their field hock-
ey skills and their bonds 
as a team. All twenty-two 
players will travel to Ar-
gentina to train in a rich 
field hockey environment, 
filled with stiff Argentin-
ian competition. “There 
are three countries known 

for Field Hockey: Aus-
tralia, Argentina and the 
Netherlands,” explained 
team captain Justine Ruh-
lin ‘15.Argentina has most 
recently won the Women’s 
Field Hockey World Cup.  
The team will have many 
unique experiences while 
abroad. “When we get 
there,” Ruhlin added, “we 
will be working with some 
of their national and Olym-
pic coaches.”  In order to 
compete abroad, Gouch-
er’s field hockey team must 

learn the international field 
hockey rules which are of-
ten passed down until they 
become official rules in col-
lege. Taylor Striar, a sopho-
more on the field hockey 
team, explained they will 
“see what the new rules are 
for international hockey,” 
enabling them to better 
“know what to expect for 
college,” in coming years. 
Even before planning 
their trip to Argentina, the 
women on Goucher’s field 
hockey team formed a tight 

.Litza Jimenenz
Staff Writer

Athlete in the Spotlight: Jessica Leffers
.Megan Meluskey

Sports Editor

The women’s soccer 
team has yet to al-
low a single goal 

to be scored against them 
this season in neither their 
season opener draw nor 
their back-to-back wins. 
Class of 2016’s defensive 
back, Jessica Leffers, has 
played a crucial role in 
these early season shut-
outs. Since the graduation 
of All-Landmark, defense 
woman, Caroline McDow-
ell ‘14 , Leffers, a Dean’s 
list, psychology major 
from Germantown, Mary-
land has stepped up as one 
of the leaders on the team’s 
defensive unit.  While the 
team is composed of a 
young back line, they have 
along with their goalkeep-
ers, Lexi Rudolph and Liz 
Stradtman, allowed only 
19 shots against them in 
three games while their 

Gophers offense has man-
aged an effort of 34 shots 
in three games. Accord-
ing to Leffers, the backline 
“works really well together 
and there is a lot of com-
munication…we always 
drop in and have each oth-
er’s backs.” 
Some new preparative 

measures the team’s head 
coach Tati Korba has taken 
include the use of a defen-
sive belt during the team’s 
training sessions. This belt 
has been used by many 
other college programs 
nationwide and works to 
keep the shape of the de-
fensive line by tying the 
four backs together. The 
belt forces the line to fall 
into proper position when 
other members of the line 
step up to play the ball. 
While Leffers questions 
whether or not her coaches 
are using the new equip-
ment just to laugh at their 
struggled movements, she 
admits that it has been ex-

tremely helpful. Moving 
forward with the season, 
Leffers is optimistic about 
the team’s expectation for 
more shutouts. “We’re just 
looking really solid,” states 
Leffers.
Off the field, Leffers is a 

hard-working psychology 
student. This summer, she 
participated in a presti-
gious internship at Johns 
Hopkins in the Behavioral 
Pharmacology Research 
Unit. Her work there in-
cluded surveying the ef-
fects of different drugs on 
an individual’s decision 
making. “It was a great 
experience and gave me 
insight on possible career 
paths after I complete my 
education,” Leffers said. 
She hopes to either be a 
psychology professor or 
conduct research in the 
field of psychology.

bond. While starting in a 
new school can be difficult, 
Striar remembers that with 
field hockey, “it wasn’t just 
like you were that awkward 
freshman, you automatical-
ly came in with a family.” 
But as head coach Megan 
Williams explains, getting 
to “be away with the team 
in a new place, getting to 
see new things,” will al-
low the team to grow even 
closer together in what is 
“definitely a hotspot for 
hockey.” In order to em-
bark on this trip the team 
has been working hard to 
fundraise on top of prepar-
ing for their current season. 
Goal clubs have made up a 
large portion of the money 
raised so far, which allow 
donors to pledge dona-
tions to the team for spe-
cific achievements such as 
goals, shut outs, or defen-
sive saves. The team has 
has designed and sold t-
shirts, but as Ruhlin points 
out, “a sophmmore did 
that, it’s not just the coach 
or the seniors, everyone is 

participating.” Through 
these fundraisers, Gouch-
er’s field hockey team is 
over halfway to their fund-
raising goal. Now they are 
in their “final push,” ac-
cording to Coach Williams, 
as they leave for Argentina 
on December 12th. The 
team will continue to sell 
t-shirts and baseball game 
tickets on campus. You 
can also “like” the team on 
Facebook to stay informed 
on their latest fundraisers 
and events. While the trip 
may only be 10 days, team 
captain Ruhlin is sure “the 
effects from Argentina will 
be seen for a long time af-
ter.”

Next Q 
Meeting:
Sunday, 
September 
21 
at 5:30 pm 

The Field Hockey Team at one of last week’s games (Photo: Courtesy of Ruhlin) 

Leffers during a soccer game (Photo: Courtesy of Lef-
fers) 


